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Lance CpI. Michael Ferguson, 
an infantry assaultman, fires 
an M136 AT4 rocket iauncher 
during training at Rodriguez 
Live Fire Complex, South Korea, 
on June 7. 

Robert Williams Jr. 

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 


GRAFENWOEHR, Germany—Some Marines are un¬ 
happy about the planned elimination of the infantry as¬ 
sault specialty, a move that aims to free up personnel for 
other job fields. 

Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Robert Neller an¬ 
nounced the cancellation of the military occupational spe¬ 
cialty last week. Beginning in October, the Marine Corps 
will cease training infantry assault Marines and will start 
phasing out assault sections within rifle companies. 

“I found out officially last week. I don’t agree with it,” 
said Cpl. Calin Perrone, an assaultman with the 3rd Bat¬ 
talion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, who 
joined the Marines expressly for this niche specialty. 


Attack on charity in Jalalabad kills 4, injures at least 26 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Islamic State 
claimed responsibility for an attack 
Wednesday on the international charity 
Save the Children which left at least four 
victims dead and 26 wounded after a gun- 


battle that lasted nearly 10 hours. 

The charity, one of the largest relief or¬ 
ganizations in Afghanistan, temporarily 
halted operations and shuttered its offices 
in the country, where it helps children and 
mothers, providing health care and educa¬ 
tion in 16 of the country’s 34 provinces. 

The attack began with a suicide car 


bomb at the gate of the charity’s compound 
in the eastern city of Jalalabad, the capital 
of Nangarhar province. Militants stormed 
the compound, leading to a gunbattle with 
security forces, said Attaullah Khogyani, 
spokesman for the provincial governor. 

Three of the charity’s staffers and a 
soldier were among the dead. Twenty-six 


others, including three security forces 
members, were injured. Officials said most 
were treated for minor wounds at area hos¬ 
pitals and released. 

Of the attackers, Khogyani said, one was 
killed in the blast and four gunmen were 
killed in subsequent fighting as security 

SEE ATTACK ON PAGE 6 
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NASA's Hying lab' 
in Europe to study 
emissions of fuels 



Photos by Michael B. KELLER/Stars and Stripes 


Research scientist Eddie Winstead annotates data during pre-fiight checks on NASA’s DC-8 Airborne 
Science Laboratory at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on Wednesday. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — The flight line here is 
hosting two aircraft typically not 
seen in these parts. 

NASA’s DC-8 “flying labora¬ 
tory,” an aircraft based near Ed¬ 
wards Air Force Base, Calif, and 
decked out with various sensors 
and intake valves, is in Germany 
this month to conduct joint re¬ 
search with the German Aero¬ 
space Center and its Airbus A320 
research aircraft. 

The agencies are conducting 
flights in tandem through the 
skies over Europe to see how 
traditional jet fuel blended with 
alternative fuels changes the 
physical characteristics of con¬ 
trails — short for condensation 
trails — and their effect on the 
environment. 

The current effort is the latest 
in a series of research projects 
during the past few years, some 
in the United States and some in 
Germany, using different aircraft 
and other sampling techniques to 
measure the effect of alternative 
fuels on emissions. 

On Wednesday, the two planes 
took off one after the other into 
rainy skies. The NASA plane 
trailed the A320 by several 
minutes, carrying on board re¬ 
searchers and an assortment of 
instruments to sample and ana¬ 
lyze gases and particles within 


the lead aircraft’s wake. 

“We know that C02 (carbon 
dioxide) emissions from aircraft 
are a problem,” said Bruce An¬ 
derson, a senior research scientist 
at the NASA Langley Research 
Center in Hampton, Va. “The 
contrails that form from aircraft 
create cloudiness over large re¬ 
gions, and as air travel increases, 
that’s going to be more and more 
cloudiness.” 

Contrails — or the ice clouds 
that form in the exhaust of air¬ 
craft flying at higher altitudes 
where the temperatures are 
colder — can trap heat and make 
the surface of the earth warmer 
at night, Anderson said. “This re¬ 
search will, hopefully, tell us ways 
that we can reduce that effect.” 

So far, the teams have flown 
three joint flights. At least three 
more are planned. 

The government shutdown tem¬ 
porarily grounded the project but 
only for a day, Anderson said. 

“We had ‘excepted’ status, 
meaning we could stay here, but 
we couldn’t work, so we were 
waiting out every vote.” 

After the shutdown struck at 
midnight Friday, the teams can¬ 
celed a flight on Monday, but by 
Tuesday — after the shutdown 
ended — they were back to work. 

During some of the flights, the 
German A320 burns standard jet 
A fuel with a 50 percent biofuel 
mix — alternative fuels produced 
from renewable feed stocks. 


The NASA jet flies from 2.5 
miles to 15-18 miles behind 
the German plane, said Wayne 
Ringelberg, a retired lieutenant 
colonel and former Air Force test 
pilot who is the chief DC-8 pilot 
for NASA during the project. 

“Wakes can be fairly strong 
and dangerous things to fly in,” 
he said, but the NASA plane has 
experienced only moderate tur¬ 
bulence because it’s flying at a 
safe distance. 

While the plane is in flight, a 
small laser shines between the 
arms of two cloud probes on the 
DC-8 wingtips. “When ice parti¬ 
cles pass through, it scatters light 
out and we measure that,” Ander¬ 
son said. Tubes sticking out the 
sides and on top of the aircraft are 
used to draw in air samples. Re¬ 


searchers are measuring gases, 
aerosols and ice particles. 

Ground experiments show that 
burning alternative fuels pro¬ 
duces fewer soot particles, both 
German and NASA researchers 
said. Fewer soot particles emitted 
from aircraft produce larger con¬ 
trail ice particles, Anderson said. 
Those particles, in turn, descend 
to lower altitudes more quickly 
and evaporate, shortening their 
presence in the skies. 

“Right now we’re just doing 
research to understand the phys¬ 
ics of the problem, and, hopefully, 
that will lead to technical solu¬ 
tions for addressing the problem,” 
he said. 

svan.jenniferiastripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 



Brian Elit inspects the Airborne 
Science Laboratory before 
takeoff. 
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Another helo makes emergency landing on Okinawa 



A AH-IZ Viper takes off at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, 
Okinawa, Japan, last year. A U.S. Marine helicopter made an 
emergency landing on Okinawa for the third time this month. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa—No 
injuries or damage were reported 
Tuesday evening after a Marine 
Corps helicopter made an emer¬ 
gency landing on Okinawa for the 
third time this month. 

An AH-IZ Viper from Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma’s 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing was brought 
down at a municipal helipad on 
Tonaki Island, Marine and Okina¬ 
wa Defense Bureau officials said. 
The pilot decided to land after a 
warning indication went off in the 
cockpit during routine training. 

“The aircraft systems per¬ 
formed as designed and notified 
the pilot of the issue,” 1st MAW 
spokeswoman 1st Lt. Karoline 
Foote told Stars and Stripes in an 
emailed statement. “The aircrew 
performed as trained and chose 
the safest option, landing the air¬ 
craft in accordance with standard 
procedures.” 

Marine officials sent a mainte¬ 
nance team to the site Wednesday 
to inspect the Viper and fix any 
issues to ensure that it was safe 
to return to Futenma. It departed 
that morning, Japan’s Kyodo news 
agency reported. 

Marine aviation in Japan 
has come under the micro¬ 


scope after a series of mishaps 
and incidents in recent months. 
Japanese officials complained last 
week after a UH-IY Venom and 
two Vipers reportedly flew over 
an Okinawan elementary school 
where a CH-53E Super Stallion’s 
window had inexplicably fallen 
last month. That was followed by 
emergency landings by Marine 
helicopters on Jan. 6 and Jan. 8. 

On Dec. 7, a plastic part thought 
to belong to a U.S. military heli¬ 
copter was found on the roof of 
an Okinawan day care facility. In 
October, a 1st MAW Super Stallion 
made an emergency landing in a 
farmer’s field outside Okinawa’s 
Northern Training Area after an 
inflight fire. The aircraft was an 


Sean EvANs/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


almost total loss. 

Those mishaps led Secretary of 
Defense Jim Mattis to apologize to 
his Japanese counterpart. Defense 
Minister Itsunori Onodera, during 
a Jan. 9 phone call. 

Aviation accidents are a particu¬ 
larly sensitive issue on the south¬ 
ern island prefecture of Okinawa, 
where past incidents caused civil¬ 
ian casualties that led to anxiety 
and fear among locals who in turn 
apply pressure on Tokyo. 

Onodera told reporters Wednes¬ 
day the ministry had requested 
that the U.S. military conduct 
thorough checks on ah Vipers at 
Futenma and refrain from flying 
them until they are checked, the 
Asahi newspaper reported. He 


said there have been “too many” 
recent incidents involving Marine 
aircraft. 

Following Tuesday’s emergency 
landing, the Defense Ministry 
contacted U.S. Forces Japan Com¬ 
mander Lt. Gen. Jerry Martinez 
and III Marine Expeditionary 
Force Commander Lt. Gen Law¬ 
rence Nicholson on Okinawa to 
request details, a ministry spokes¬ 
man said. 

Japanese Chief Cabinet Sec¬ 
retary Yoshihide Suga reiterated 
Onodera’s sentiments during a 
Wednesday news conference, but 
said the importance of the U.S.- 
Japan alliance as a valuable deter¬ 
rent in the Pacific region should 
not be overlooked. 

“Ensuring safety is the premise 
for U.S. military flights, and these 
accidents by the U.S. military are 
something that should not hap¬ 
pen,” he said. 

Foreign Minister Taro Kono 
called U.S. Ambassador William 
Hagerty on Wednesday morning to 
express regret over the frequency 
of the mishaps, a Ministry of For¬ 
eign Affairs statement said. Kono 
also requested “fundamental pre¬ 
ventative measures,” and Hagerty 
reportedly said he would work 
with the Defense Department to 
implement them. 

The most incensed reaction 
came from Okinawa’s anti-base 


Gov. Takeshi Onaga, who called 
U.S. forces in Japan “crazy” due 
to the number of recent incidents, 
Kyodo reported. 

“The U.S. military is losing con¬ 
trol,” he told reporters Wednes¬ 
day morning, according to the 
Mainichi newspaper. “There is no 
sign of improvement even after 
protests are made.” 

Onaga was scheduled to meet 
Thursday with officials from the 
U.S. Embassy and from Japan’s 
defense and foreign ministries in 
Tokyo, an Okinawa Prefectural 
Government official said. He is 
expected to lodge a protest over 
the latest mishap, urge emergency 
checks on all US. military aircraft 
on Okinawa and request that the 
U.S. military not fly them until the 
checks are completed. 

Onaga will also urge the U.S. to 
come up with concrete preventa¬ 
tive measures, the prefectural of¬ 
ficial said. 

The latest incident will surely 
embolden Okinawa’s small but 
potent protest movement, which is 
backed by Onaga, and could lead to 
renewed demonstrations against 
U.S. military aircraft and plans 
to relocate Marine air operations 
within the prefecture, from Futen¬ 
ma to Camp Schwab in Okinawa’s 
remote north. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
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Japan confirms acting 
in defense of US units 


PACIFIC _ 

Cooper assumes command of 
amphibious forces in Pacific 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Rear Adm. Brad Cooper 
assumed command of the Navy’s 
amphibious forces in the Pacific 
during a ceremony this week on 
Okinawa. 

He replaced Capt. Ed Thomp¬ 
son as head of Task Force 76, 
which includes 10 ships and about 
5,500 personnel in Japan, Korea 
and Guam. 

The unit received the USS 
Wasp earlier this month, which 
is replacing the USS Bonhom- 
me Richard as the Navy’s only 
forward-deployed amphibious- 
assault ship and is capable of 
supporting the advanced F-35B 
Lightning II stealth fighter. 

“I’m honored and excited to 
serve with this incredible team 
and excited about the operations 
that are on the horizon,” Cooper 
said in a Navy statement. 

“This staff has an outstanding 
reputation in 7th Fleet for its pro¬ 
fessionalism and mission accom¬ 
plishment. I am confident we will 
continue to operate at such a high 
level of performance — as a team 


that includes 
this staff and 
every unit in 
CTF76.” 

Thomp¬ 
son, who 
used to serve 
as the unit’s 
deputy com¬ 
mander, was 
Task Force 
Cooper 76’s interim 
commander 
for five months. His previous 
boss. Rear Adm. Marc Dalton, 
left the job in September to take 
over Task Force 70 when its 
commander. Rear Adm. Charles 
Williams, was relieved after 17 
sailors were killed in collisions 
involving the USS Fitzgerald and 
USS John S. McCain. Thompson 
will return to his job as deputy 
commander. 

“This staff performed superbly 
during a critical time of refocus 
on maintenance, training and 
certifications and the readiness 
of our task force is a testament to 
the dedication by everyone in the 
CTF and on the staff,” Thompson 
said in the statement. “Our sail¬ 
ors, ships and staff remain com¬ 


mitted to ensuring our force is 
ready for all assigned missions, 
the sailors take pride in their 
work and demonstrate they are 
the professionals that our nation 
requires in the Forward Deployed 
Naval Forces.” 

Task Force 76 is the Navy’s 
only forward-deployed amphibi¬ 
ous force. 

Though its headquarters are 
at White Beach Naval Facility, 
Okinawa, most of the ships are 
homeported in Sasebo, Japan. 
Those vessels usually sail from 
the Japanese mainland to Oki¬ 
nawa where they take on Marines 
before heading out on patrol. 

Cooper, who previously served 
as Naval Forces Korea’s com¬ 
mander, graduated from the 
Naval Academy in 1989. 

His previous tours include serv¬ 
ing as flag aide to the commander 
of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Carrier Strike Group, operations 
officer for the Fitzgerald and 
commander of both the USS Rus¬ 
sell and USS Gettysburg. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— For the first time, Japan has 
defended U.S. military aircraft 
under security legislation passed 
in 2016 allowing its Self-Defense 
Forces to aid American military 
units. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe confirmed the mis¬ 
sion this week during a policy 
speech before the Diet but did 
not provide further details. 

“With tensions growing over 
North Korea, the Self-Defense 
Forces carried out a mission 
to protect U.S. vessels and air¬ 
craft for the first time,” Abe said 
Monday. 

“An alliance gets stronger if 
the partners can help each other. 
The Japan-U.S. alliance has 
without a doubt become stronger 
than ever.” 

The comments were the first 
confirmation of a cooperative 
US.-Japan air mission. 

Last spring, the Japan Mari¬ 
time Self-Defense Force helicop¬ 
ter carrier JS Izumo escorted 
the USNS Richard E. Byrd off 
Chiba Prefecture to resupply an 
unnamed warship that was help¬ 


ing defend against North Korean 
missiles. 

Japanese officials remained 
tight-lipped about the air op¬ 
eration. Deputy Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Yasutoshi Nishimura 
would not provide details while 
speaking to reporters on Mon¬ 
day. Spokesmen for the Defense 
Ministry and Japan Air Self-De¬ 
fense Force also declined to pro¬ 
vide details. 

U.S. Forces Japan did not reply 
to requests seeking comment 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Japan’s national Diet passed 
the controversial security laws 
in September 2015 allowing 
Japanese forces to defend close 
allies if under attack. 

The legislation went into effect 
in March 2016 despite opposition 
from most Japanese citizens. 

Prior to that, Japanese forces 
could not step in and defend U.S. 
troops unless Japan was also 
being attacked. 

The laws also make it easier 
for Japanese forces to deploy 
globally. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 




FAIR WINDS PRESENTS 


Valantine } 

Espoffi&r Dinner 


FEB 5 MON 

I BAR OPEN AT6:0DA.M. I GAME START AT 8:30 A.M. I 
BREAKFAST BUFFET S9.9S/PERSON 
7:00 A.M.-10:00 A.M. 
[MCtUDESCDFFEEmJliXI 

AFTEiwiiMsiiowm'ewEswwa«iei Amm '6 )bpm.(iame6(29pm. 

SUPER BOWL FOOD AND DRINKS SPECIAL 


An course dnnflf 

Q selfiCiian hn« wA«s: 
ond ClostJc Mwtic &£iAd 

FEB 10 . SAT 

Seating at 

Dinner at i!i:oo 

pereori 

APPETIZER 

Smoked Scallop Carpaccio 
S*nf*d wiijh Pormeson Crisp, fidspberry 
Sauce and LemanceTb leTly 

SOUP 

Lobsier Consomnb# 

Doutjle Soiled Soup, wiih lyllene 
Seoaonol Ve^etobtei 

SEAFOOD 

Snapper Ala Japanese 
Ser^red wiih Poached DoikonPadiEili In 
Japanese Srock 


^ GAME 

Hoisin ond Chinese FNe Spice 
Marinated Squob 

Served with Roasted Veij^eEables and 
Szechgon Repper Souce 

^ INTERMEZZO 

Cbarnpagne Sorbet 

‘ entree 

Beef Wellington 
Filet M ignon. Layered with 
Mushroom Duxelles Wrapped in 
Golden Pulf F>QBtr¥ 

SALAD 

Me^clufi Lettuce Solod 
fioby Mined Lettuce Tossed with 
Slue Cheese, Bacon, Tomalo, 
Candled Pecan and i^awberry 
Dre$^ing 

DESSERT 
TosteofLove 
Raspberry Opera 
White Chocofote Ice Cream and 
■Amoou' Sirawfaemes 


f (D 

BOOK NOW!! 

229-7151,03-3440-7871 EXT. 7151 

A 

TOKYO, JAPAN 

events@thenewsanno.com 


www.thenewsanno.com 

Tickets are Non-Refundable 

THE NEW SANNO 











Thursday, January 25,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 5 


MILITARY 


Wli H 

! 


i 






Kassie L. McDoLE/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Assault Marines take cover behind a breachers blanket during 
training at Camp Lejeune, N.C., earlier this month. 


Army will send female 
officers to 3 more bases 

By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 


Aggravated: 

Marines to switch 
to different jobs 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

“It seemed like a really cool job. 
You’re like a jack-of-all-trades in 
the infantry,” Perrone said. “It 
was assault Marine or nothing.” 

Infantry assault Marines, des¬ 
ignated as 0351s, utilize a vari¬ 
ety of weapons and explosives to 
destroy enemy tanks, clear ob¬ 
stacles and provide rocket fire to 
support other infantrymen. 

Using explosives is definitely 
part of the appeal of the job, Per¬ 
rone said. 

Canceling the military occupa¬ 
tional specialty has caused these 
roughly 500 assault Marines to 
change their current plans in the 
Corps. 

“I don’t know what I’m going 
to do now,” said Perrone, who is 
considering getting out of the Ma¬ 
rine Corps instead of re-enlisting 
because of this cancelation. 

Other assaultmen, who will 
transfer to a different combat 
military occupational specialty, 
will already have the skills neces¬ 
sary to thrive because of similar 
training, Perrone said, though “it 
will take some getting used to.” 

In the past few decades of 
fighting wars in the Middle East, 
assaultmen have been underuti¬ 
lized and marginalized by other 


infantry specialties because of 
the lack of enemy tanks and tra¬ 
ditional obstacles on that battle¬ 
field, said Sgt. Joseph Varley, who 
is in Perrone’s unit. 

“A lot of people don’t know what 
we are,” Varley said. “I’ve had 
situations where I was left... dur¬ 
ing a training operation because 
a squad leader didn’t know what 
I was capable of or what my team 
was capable of” 

When squad leaders do know 
how to utilize assaultmen, they 
usually take them on every patrol 
because of their versatility and 
lethality, Varley said. 

“It’s always a toss-up, of being 
utilized very well or being left be¬ 
hind and forgotten,” he said. 

The cancellation will be fully 
implemented in 2021 or 2022, 


when current 0351s will be re¬ 
quired to transfer to another 
specialty. Combat engineers will 
be attached to rifle companies to 
handle demolitions and clearing 
obstacles. 

Still, the assault Marines on the 
ground worry that the many roles 
they fill will not be adequately re¬ 
placed by other infantryman. 

“I don’t think getting rid of us 
and replacing us with another 
[military occupational specialty] 
is going to work out as well as it 
needs to,” Varley said. 

However, Varley added that 
“if the commandant gives us 
an order, we take care of it, and 
make sure that it gets done.” 

egnash.martin(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (i)l\/larty_Stripes 


WASHINGTON — As more 
female soldiers move into front¬ 
line combat jobs, the Army’s top 
leaders have decided to integrate 
female officers into infantry and 
armor brigades at three more mil¬ 
itary bases around the country. 

The decision comes a year after 
the first women began enlisting 
in the ground combat units, and it 
will send female officers to Fort 
Carson in Colorado, Fort Camp¬ 
bell in Kentucky and Fort Bliss in 
Texas. The increase — from two 
bases now to five — means that 
there will be women in infantry 
and armor units at 45 percent of 
the Army installations that have 
combat brigades. Until now, the 
integrated units were only at Fort 
Hood in Texas and Fort Bragg in 
North Carolina. 

The expansion has been in the 
works for months as Army com¬ 
manders tracked how many fe¬ 
male enlisted soldiers and officers 
chose the newly opened infantry 
and armor jobs. The numbers so 
far have revealed an unexpected 
trend: More entry-level female 
recruits are choosing the infan¬ 
try while female officers coming 


out of ROTC, West Point and the 
Army’s Officer Candidate School 
are choosing armor units. 

Army Col. Mike Lawhorn, 
spokesman for U.S. Army Forces 
Command, told The Associated 
Press that under the new plan, fe¬ 
male soldiers would be included 
in one or two brigades at each 
base. But the uneven numbers of 
women choosing the combat jobs 
could result in female armor offi¬ 
cers commanding units that have 
no women in them. 

Over the next year, as more 
women enlist and graduate as 
officers, brigades at more bases 
will be integrated, according to 
an Army plan described to the 
AP. According to the plan, female 
infantry and armor soldiers will 
be assigned to brigades at all 
bases in the continental United 
States by fall 2019. 

Defense Secretary Ash Carter 
in December 2015 ordered the 
military services to open all com¬ 
bat jobs to women. Since then the 
Army has been cautiously mov¬ 
ing forward to integrate the pre¬ 
viously male-only infantry and 
armor units, developing officers 
first so younger enlisted women 
would have mentors when they 
moved into the combat jobs. 
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Turkey's campaign in Syria moves close to US troops 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said Wednesday that Turkey will 
expand its military campaign in 
Syria into an area where a small 
number of US. forces are known 
to operate. 

Erdogan, speaking in Ankara, 
said Turkey intends to “clear” its 
border region of terrorists, “be¬ 
ginning with Manbij.” 

In March, the Pentagon said it 
deployed a contingent of troops 
to Manbij to serve as a deterrent 
force in connection with concerns 
about fighting between US.- and 
Turkish-backed rebels. 

A US. official told Voice of 
America on Tuesday that any 
Turkish offensive in Manbij 
“would be a cause for concern 
and we’re monitoring it closely. 
The protection of our forces is a 
top priority.” 

On Saturday, Turkey launched 
an air and ground offensive 
against U.S.-backed Kurd¬ 
ish forces in the Syrian city of 
Afrin, about 50 miles from Man¬ 
bij. While no US. forces operate 
there, the American military has 
roughly 2,000 troops deployed 
elsewhere in Syria. 

On Wednesday, Turkish Depu¬ 
ty Prime Minister Bekir Bozdag 
told Reuters he did not think Tur¬ 
key will come “face-to-face” with 
the United States as it carries out 
military operations in Syria, but 


acknowledged there was a possi¬ 
bility it could happen in the Man¬ 
bij area. 

For the US., the Kurds have 
been the most reliable fighting 
force in the campaign against 
Islamic State in Syria, but that 
partnership has infuriated Tur¬ 
key. Ankara regards the Kurd¬ 
ish rebels as an extension of the 
domestic PKK terrorist group, 
which has been Turkey’s primary 
security concern for decades. 

On Wednesday, Erdogan and 
President Donald Trump were 
slated to discuss events in Syria. 

So far, building up the Syrian 
Democratic Forces has been the 
centerpiece of the US. strategy in 
Syria. Tensions with Turkey will 
test the political durability of that 
effort. 

The US. wants to help ensure 
a force that can hold territory 
recently cleared of ISIS fighters. 
However, the Syrian Democratic 
Forces is dominated by Kurdish 
fighters, which Ankara says it 
cannot accept. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
hs on Tuesday said Turkey’s op¬ 
eration in Afrin has disrupted an 
area of relative calm in Syria. 

“It distracts from the interna¬ 
tional efforts to ensure the defeat 
of ISIS, and this could be exploit¬ 
ed by ISIS and al-Qaida, obvious¬ 
ly, that we’re not staying focused 
on them right now,” Mattis told 
reporters. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: (i)]ohn_vandiver 


US: Weekend air strikes kill 
150 ISIS fighters in Syria 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Airstrikes 
against an Islamic State head¬ 
quarters in eastern Syria killed 
some 150 militants Saturday, 
the U.S.-led Operation Inherent 
Resolve coalition announced 
Tuesday, underscoring the con¬ 
tinuing fight against the terror¬ 
ist group. 

The ISIS fighters in the town 
of As Shafah appeared to be 
massing for a movement when 
the strikes occurred, according 
to coalition officials. As Sha¬ 
fah, about 10 miles from Syria’s 
eastern border with Iraq, is one 
of a few remaining towns in the 
middle Euphrates River Valley 
controlled by ISIS. 

Heavy fighting between ISIS 
and the U.S.-backed Syrian 
Democratic Forces has contin¬ 
ued in that part of Syria, the 
coalition said in a statement, 
even after some military lead¬ 
ers have declared the terrorist 
group defeated. 

US. officials describe the 
fewer than 1,000 remaining 
ISIS militants as “hard core” 
fighters who are seeking to 


regroup after losing about 98 
percent of the land they once 
controlled across Syria and 
Iraq. At its height in 2014, ISIS 
included more than 40,000 
fighters who controlled some 
34,000 square miles of land. 

The strikes Saturday were 
monitored and guided by SDF 
fighters on the ground and 
they highlight the ongoing fight 
against ISIS, said Army Mqj. 
Gen. James Jarrard, the com¬ 
mander of special operations 
forces for the coalition. 

“Our SDF partners are still 
making daily progress and sac¬ 
rifices, and together we are still 
finding, targeting and killing 
ISIS terrorists intent on keep¬ 
ing their extremist hold on the 
region,” he said in a statement. 

The latest attacks come as 
Turkey, a NATO ally of the 
United States, has launched an 
offensive in northwestern Syria 
to clear areas along its border 
of Kurdish groups, including 
members of the YPG, U.S.- 
backed Kurds who are mem¬ 
bers of the Syrian Democratic 
Forces and have proved indis¬ 
pensable in the fight against 


ISIS. 

The Turkish offensive has 
focused on the Kurdish region 
of Afrin near its border. The 
Turks consider the YPG an 
extension of the PKK, a group 
recognized by Turkey and the 
United States as a terrorist 
organization. 

American officials have 
urged Turkey to use caution. 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
called Turkey’s offensive dis¬ 
ruptive, just days after telling 
reporters that the country has 
“legitimate security concerns” 
along its border. 

Meanwhile, US. military 
officials have urged the SDF, 
which includes the YPG and 
some 25,000 Arab fighters, to 
retain its focus on ISIS until the 
group is entirely dismantled in 
eastern Syria. 

“We cannot take our focus off 
our mission, and we must not 
lose our momentum in taking 
these terrorists off the battle¬ 
field and preventing them from 
resurfacing somewhere else,” 
Jarrard said. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 



AP 


Vehicles burn Wednesday after a deadly suicide attack in Jalalabad, A^hanistan. Attahullah 
Khogyani, spokesman for the provincial governor said a group of gunmen stormed the office of the 
nongovemmentai organization Save the Chiidren. 


Attack: ISIS 
affiliate claims 
responsibility 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

forces worked to free 46 people 
hiding in the office’s safe room, 
including 12 women. 

On Twitter, photographs pur¬ 
portedly taken from nearby show 
children and adults fleeing after 
the attack began around 9 a.m. At 
least two schools are in the area. 

The shooting subsided after 
eight hours, and Khogyani said he 
thought it was over, but then the 
shooting picked up again. It finally 
ended two hours later, he said. 

The Taliban immediately de¬ 
nied involvement. By evening, an 
ISIS affiliate that operates in the 
area had claimed responsibility 
for the attack, according to the 
group’s Aamaq news agency. 

In recent months, US. and Af¬ 
ghan forces have been battling 
the ISIS affiliate in Nangarhar 
districts along the mountainous 
border with Pakistan. 

London-based Save the Chil¬ 
dren issued a statement saying 
it would resume its work, which 
it said reaches nearly 1.4 million 
Afghan children, as soon as it was 
safe to do so. 

“Our primary concern remains 
to secure the safety of all of our 


staff,” it said. “Afghanistan is one 
of the most difficult places in the 
world to be a child and for human¬ 
itarian workers to operate in.” 

About 100 people work at the 
Jalalabad office, an official said. 

The attack followed a deadly 


hourslong siege of a popular hotel 
in the Afghan capital over the 
weekend. The Taliban claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the Kabul attack, 
which left 22 people dead, mostly 
foreigners. The victims included 
“multiple U.S. fatalities,” accord¬ 


ing to the State Department, but 
exact numbers have not been 
provided. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgariand 


Marine killed in 
training incident 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A 22-year- 
old Marine corporal attending 
infantry school died Monday dur¬ 
ing a parachute training incident 
in Arizona, prompting the Ma¬ 
rine Corps to suspend some jump 
activity indefinitely, according to 
service officials. 

Cpl. Alejandro Romero was 
killed during a double-bag static 
line jump at the Multi-Mission 
Parachute Course in Coolidge, 
Ariz., according to a Marine 
statement. He was attending the 
10-day course while assigned to 
the Marine Corps School of In¬ 
fantry West at Camp Pendleton in 
California. 

The Marine Corps launched 
an investigation into the incident 
following Romero’s death and 
suspended double-bag static line 
jumps. Marine officials said. The 
investigation will be followed by a 
Safety Investigation Board probe 
and include expert evaluations. 

A static line jump means the 
parachute release is attached to 
the inside of the aircraft via a 
cord, which opens the parachute 
automatically once the jumper 
exits the airplane and it is pulled, 
according to the Marine Corps. 
In a double-bag static-line jump, 
multiple types of parachutes are 
deployed. 
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6 women earn the Army's 
Expert Infantryman Badge 


By Amanda Dolasinski 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

Six women quietly broke 
through barriers last fall when 
they became the first in the Army 
to earn the prestigious Expert In¬ 
fantryman Badge at Fort Bragg. 

The badge, which was cre¬ 
ated in the 1940s, only recently 
opened to women when the De¬ 
partment of Defense struck down 
regulations that prevented them 
from serving in infantry jobs. 
The women earned the badge 
during testing with hundreds of 
male candidates in November 
— about two years after infantry 
jobs opened to women. 

“This historic achievement is a 
reminder of the great things we 
can achieve when women are seen 
and treated as equals and given 
the same chance to contribute to 
their country,” U.S. Sen. Tammy 
Duckworth, D-Ill., said in a state¬ 
ment. Duckworth was among the 
first Army women to fly combat 
missions during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

“These six incredible women 
prove exactly why the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense was right to 
allow women to serve in all mili¬ 
tary roles, an action that was long 


overdue,” she said. “Remember, 
women have served attached to 
infantry units for decades with¬ 
out being formally assigned to the 
unit — so even when they meet 
the requirements, they techni¬ 
cally could not earn the EIB until 
now.” 

Through a spokesman for the 
82nd Airborne Division, all six 
women who earned the badge de¬ 
clined to talk about their achieve¬ 
ment or the significance of the 
badge. The division did not name 
the women. 

Division leaders declined inter¬ 
view requests for this story. 

To earn the Expert Infantry¬ 
man Badge, a soldier must suc¬ 
cessfully complete 30 tasks that 
prove mastery infantry skills. If a 
soldier makes three errors, they 
fail and must wait one year to try 
again. 

At Fort Bragg, soldiers were 
tested on weapons proficiency 
and medical and patrol skills. 

Soldiers assembled the Carl 
Gustav recoilless rifle, claymore 
mine. Javelin and AK-47 weap¬ 
ons systems. Among medical 
tasks, they performed first aid for 
a suspected fracture, open head 
wound, open abdominal wound 
and burns. In the patrol lane, sol¬ 


diers decontaminated themselves 
and equipment, identified terrain 
features on a map and applied 
camouflage. 

The testing takes place over 
several days, during the day and 
at night. 

Of the 1,000 candidates who 
tested for the badge at Fort Bragg 
in November, 287 earned it. 
The candidates came from Fort 
Bragg, U.S. Army Special Opera¬ 
tions Command, 18th Airborne 
Corps and units at Fort Stewart, 
Ga. 

Traditionally, only about 18 
percent of all candidates who test 
for the badge earn it. 

Testing for the Expert Infan¬ 
tryman Badge is conducted at 
several installations each year. 
Standards for the test are set by 
the Infantry School at Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga. 

As women became eligible 
for infantry jobs. Command Sgt. 
M^. Martin Celestine said there 
was never skepticism that women 
wouldn’t be strong enough or 
trained well enough to test for the 
badge. 

“No, there was no doubt,” said 
Celestine, command sergeant 
mqjor of the Infantry School. 
“I’ve deployed on multiple times 



Gabriel SiLVA/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Established in 1943, the Expert 
Infantryman Badge is awarded 
to Army personnel who hold 
infantry or Special Forces 
military occupational specialities. 

and I’ve been side-by-side with 
women. When we talk about tech¬ 
nical competency, it’s not about 
‘man or woman.’ This is a soldier 
skill. We’re all one team here.” 

Col. Townley Hedrick, depu¬ 
ty commandant for the school, 
said the Army’s training has set 
women up for success, just like 
the men who have been training 
in those jobs for decades. He said 
he expected women to earn the 
badge. 

“Women are going through in¬ 
fantry basic training,” he said. 
“They’re going through op¬ 
erations. We expect them to go 
through it and earn it just like a 
man.” 


A first in 
the Senate: 
Dnckworth 
is pregnant 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Illinois Sen. 
Tammy Duckworth is pregnant 
with her second child. She will be 
the first U.S. senator to give birth 
while in office. 

The 49-year-old Democrat, a 
veteran who lost her legs in the 
Iraq War, announced her preg¬ 
nancy in a news release Tuesday. 

“Parenthood isn’t just a wom¬ 
en’s issue, it’s an economic issue 
and an issue that affects all par¬ 
ents — men and women alike,” 
Duckworth said. “As tough as 
juggling the demands of mother¬ 
hood and being a Senator can be. 
I’m hardly alone or unique as a 
working parent.” 

Duckworth added that her first 
daughter, Abigail, “has only made 
me more committed to doing my 
job and standing up for hardwork¬ 
ing families everywhere.” 

Duckworth gave birth to her 
first child in 2014, while serving 
in the House. She is one of only 
10 lawmakers who have given 
birth while serving in Congress. 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., 
was a U.S. representative when 
she had her second child in 2008. 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-lll., shown on Capitol Hill in August, announced that she’s pregnant with her 
second child. 


Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, 
R-Wash., has had three children 
while serving in Congress. 

Sen. Dick Durbin, Duckworth’s 
colleague from Illinois, congratu¬ 
lated Duckworth on Twitter. 

“Proud to have her as my col¬ 
league,” he said, “and prouder 
still that she will make history 
by being the first U.S. Senator 
to have a baby while in office. I 
couldn’t be happier for her.” 

Duckworth said she is due in 
the spring. 


Dr. med. Peter v. Seek 

... welcomes you to Wiesbaden! 





100-year-old 
retired female 
Marine buried 
at Arlington 

By Allyson Chiu 

The Washington Post 

The forecast had called for rain, 
possibly strong thunderstorms to 
roll through the region. But as 50 
or so people gathered at Arlington 
National Cemetery on Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon to say goodbye to retired 
Marine Master Sgt. Catherine G. 
Murray, not a single drop of rain 
fell. 

Some may have called the clear¬ 
ing skies a miracle. But Murray, 
the first enlisted female Marine 
to retire from active duty, would 
have described it using her favorite 
word; “providential.” 

“Everything that would happen, 
she woiild say, ‘That’s providen¬ 
tial,”’ said Mark Adkins, Murray’s 
caretaker and companion of 22 
years. “She believed that God was 
looking out for her.” 

Murray, who lived to be 100 
years old, died Dec. 20 at her home 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., with Ad¬ 
kins by her side. 

She was a fierce supporter of the 
Marines until the day she died, Ad¬ 
kins said. Murray served for nearly 
20 years after enlisting in 1943. 

“I thought it was the best,” Mur¬ 
ray said in a February 2015 You¬ 
Tube video filmed by Adkins. “I 
still do.” 

She was driving home from 
church on Dec. 7, 1941, when 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
announced the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Without telling her family, 
Murray decided then to enlist in 
the Marines, Adkins said. 

Murray was one of 50 women 
who were retained on active duty 
after World War II, said Eileen Ska- 
hill, Murray’s friend and national 
chaplain with the Women Marines 
Association. 
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Top Dem rescinds 
wall money offer 


Moderate senators hope 
deal builds goodwill 


By Andrew Taylor 
AND Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Top Senate 
Democrat Chuck Schumer has 
pulled back an offer of $25 billion 
for President Donald Trump’s 
long-promised southern border 
wall as lawmakers scrambled 
to figure out how to push a deal 
to protect 700,000 or more so- 
called Dreamer immigrants from 
deportation. 

Schumer had made the offer 
last Friday in a last-ditch effort to 
head off a government shutdown, 
then came scalding criticism 
from his party’s liberal activist 
base that Democrats had given up 
too easily in reopening the gov¬ 
ernment without more concrete 
promises on immigration. 

“We’re going to have to start on 
a new basis, and the wall offer’s 
off the table,” Schumer, D-N.Y., 
told reporters Tuesday. 

The shutdown battle — settled 
mostly on Trump’s terms — com¬ 
plicated the already difficult 
search for an immigration pact. 
GOP hard-liners appeared em¬ 
boldened, while Democrats ab¬ 
sorbed withering criticism from 
progressives. 

Neither development seemed 
likely to push the combatants to¬ 
ward the compromises needed to 
produce a bill that can pass both 


the tea party-driven House and 
the more pragmatic Senate. 

Still, there were fresh signs of a 
willingness to keep hunting for a 
solution, with a flurry of meetings 
on Capitol Hill and an assessment 
from White House press secre¬ 
tary Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
that “I don’t think they’re that far 
apart.” 

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
said he’d been to three meetings 
Tuesday about immigration. “I 
know there’s a lot of skepticism 
around here and not much trust,” 
he said, “but I do believe that 
there is a bona fide bipartisan 
concern about getting this done.” 

Even if the Senate can come 
up with the votes to pass a plan. 
Democrats fear there is little 
chance such a bill would gain the 
support of House Republicans. 

“There were no commitments 
made in the House” as legislators 
worked to end the government 
shutdown. House GOP Whip 
Steve Scalise, of Louisiana, said 
Monday, warning against any 
“amnesty” measure. 

Trump weighed in Tuesday via 
Twitter: “Nobody knows for sure 
that the Republicans & Demo¬ 
crats will be able to reach a deal 
on DACA by February 8, but ev¬ 
eryone will be trying....with a big 
additional focus put on Military 
Strength and Border Security. 
The Dems have just learned that 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y, retracted 
an offer of $25 billion for a 
southern border wall. 

a Shutdown is not the answer!” 

Cornyn, the No. 2 Senate Re¬ 
publican, said Schumer had 
promised $25 billion for the wall 
and other border security mea¬ 
sures, though not all of that would 
have been immediate funding. 
He called Schumer’s withdrawal 
of the offer “a step backward.” 

Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky, has committed 
to trying to reach a deal on immi¬ 
gration and key budget issues by 
Feb. 8, though Cornyn said Mon¬ 
day that “strikes me as highly 
difficult.” 

Instead, the Senate appeared 
more likely to start a freewheel¬ 
ing debate next month. 

The retreat by Democrats 
brought an end to the three-day 
government shutdown, but roiled 
immigration activists who blasted 
Democrats for caving to Republi¬ 
cans with nothing gained by the 
promise of a Senate vote. 


By Matthew Daly 
AND Richard Lardner 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Centrists in 
the Senate are celebrating their 
work to reopen the government 
after a three-day shutdown. They 
hope to build on their momentum 
to address a host of issues beyond 
immigration, including health 
care and disaster relief 

About 20 moderate senators met 
in the office of Maine Republican 
Sen. Susan Collins over several 
days and helped broker an agree¬ 
ment to pass a stopgap spending 
measure keeping the government 
open until Feb. 8. 

Now the senators say they want 
to leverage that goodwill and re¬ 
turn the Senate to its historic role 
as a deliberative body that produc¬ 
es bipartisan legislation. Despite 
their optimism, lawmakers face 
the weight of heavy expectations 
and the knowledge that past at¬ 
tempts to forge centrist solutions 
on immigration and other thorny 
issues have been thwarted by the 
vocal bases of both parties. 

Senators have dubbed the in¬ 
formal group the Common Sense 
Caucus, but “hopefully, it’ll grow 
large enough that we’ll eventually 
call it the United States Senate,” 
said Sen. Angus King, of Maine, 
an independent who is one of the 
group’s informal leaders. 

Five years ago. King was part 
of a similar but smaller group that 
worked to end a 2013 government 
shutdown. That group dissipated 
after the government reopened, 
but King and others say the new ef¬ 


fort has a chance to stick around. 

If they can stay united, the 
group could be a crucial voting 
bloc in the closely divided Senate, 
King and other senators said. 

“For the first time, we at least 
have some hope,” said Sen. Bill 
Nelson, D-Fla. “And that’s be¬ 
cause you’ve got a bipartisan 
group of senators that want to get 
something done.” 

The three-day shutdown ended 
with new assurances from Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, R-Ky, that the Senate would 
consider immigration proposals in 
the coming weeks. 

“We now have a window of op¬ 
portunity to show we can work 
together and build a bipartisan 
consensus that produces a prod¬ 
uct worthy of time on the (Senate) 
floor,” said Sen. Chris Coons, D- 
Del., one of the leaders of the bi¬ 
partisan group. 

In language repeated by other 
senators, Coons said the shutdown 
crisis provides an opening to “let 
the Senate be the Senate” and 
allow free-flowing debate on im¬ 
migration and other issues. 

The concept does not extend to 
the House or President Donald 
Trump’s White House — both of 
which are likely to be formidable 
obstacles on immigration — but 
those problems can be addressed 
later, Coons and other senators 
said. 

“If President Trump would let 
the Senate be the Senate and work 
for the next three weeks, I think 
he’d be encouraged and surprised 
at how positive the results could 
be,” Coons said. 


Trump applies tariffs to 
solar panels, washers 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday ap¬ 
proved tariffs on imported solar- 
energy components and large 
washing machines in a bid to help 
U.S. manufacturers. 

The Republican’s decision 
followed recommendations for 
tariffs by the U.S. International 
Trade Commission. 

“The president’s action makes 
clear again that the Trump ad¬ 
ministration will always defend 
American workers, farmers, 
ranchers, and businesses in this 
regard,” U.S. Trade Represen¬ 
tative Robert Lighthizer said 
in a statement announcing the 
decision. 

Most imported solar modules 
will face an immediate tariff of 
30 percent, with the rate declin¬ 
ing before phasing out after four 
years. For large residential wash¬ 
ing machines, tariffs will start at 
up to 50 percent and phase out 
after three years. 

China accused Trump of jeop¬ 
ardizing the multilateral trad¬ 
ing system by taking action on 
complaints under U.S. law in¬ 
stead of through the World Trade 


Organization. 

“The U.S. side once again 
abused its trade remedy mea¬ 
sures,” said a Commerce Ministry 
statement. “China expresses its 
strong dissatisfaction with this.” 

Mexico said Trump’s decision 
not to exclude it from the mea¬ 
sures was “regrettable.” 

“Mexico will use all available 
legal resources in response to the 
U.S. decision to apply protections 
on Mexican washing machines 
and solar panels,” its Economy 
Department said in a statement. 

The U.S. solar industry was 
split over the trade barriers. 

The tariffs were sought last 
year by Suniva Inc., which filed 
for bankruptcy protection in 
April, and the U.S. subsidiary of 
Germany’s SolarWorld. 

They said that a nearly 500 per¬ 
cent increase in imported solar 
panels over five years led to a ru¬ 
inous price collapse. 

However, solar installers and 
manufacturers of other equip¬ 
ment used to run solar-power 
systems opposed tariffs, which 
they said will raise their prices 
and hurt demand for the renew¬ 
able energy. 
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Director 
of FBI 
making 
changes 

By Sadie German 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


FBI Director Christopher Wray, shown walking to his vehicle as he 
leaves the White House on Monday is reportedly making changes in 
the bureau's senior leadership. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — FBI Direc¬ 
tor Christopher Wray is making 
changes to his senior leadership 
team as President Donald Trump 
has continued to attack the bu¬ 
reau for perceived biases against 
him and has been calling for a 
shakeup at the top. 

Officials said Tuesday that 
Wray, who started the job in Au¬ 
gust, is replacing two top aides 
who were promoted into their 
roles by his predecessor, James 
Comey. Such changes are not un¬ 
usual when a new director takes 
charge, but they are notable amid 
Trump’s public pressure on Wray 
to get rid of officials who were 
confidantes of Comey, who was 
fired by the president in May. 

The Justice Department con¬ 
firmed that Dana Boente, the 
outgoing U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of Virginia who 
has also been acting as head of the 
department’s national security di¬ 
vision, will become the FBI’s gen¬ 
eral counsel. He replaces James 
A. Baker, an ally of Comey’s who 
was reassigned in December. 

Wray said his chief of staff, Jim 
Rybicki, notified him last month 


of his decision to take a job in the 
private sector. Zachary Harmon, 
a former Justice Department of¬ 
ficial who also worked with Wray 
in private practice, will be taking 
Rybicki’s place. 

Trump’s blistering attacks 
on the FBI have proven a tough 
challenge for Wray in his first 
months on the job as he tries to 
make changes while maintaining 
public confidence and restoring 
bureau morale. 

Wray, a Trump nominee, has 
faced relentless criticism from 
Republicans over perceived polit¬ 
ical bias in special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller’s probe of possible 
Trump campaign ties to Russia 
during the 2016 presidential elec¬ 
tion, as well as in the handling a 
year earlier of an FBI investiga¬ 


tion of Hillary Clinton’s use of a 
private email server, which ended 
without criminal charges. 

Trump has been especially crit¬ 
ical of Deputy Director Andrew 
McCabe, who plans to retire from 
the bureau in March. McCabe’s 
supervision of the Clinton’s 
email investigation came under 
scrutiny because his wife’s Vir¬ 
ginia Senate campaign received 
contributions from Clinton ally 
Terry McAuliffe’s political action 
committee. 

The president fumed again 
Tuesday over text messages in¬ 
volving an FBI agent who was 
reassigned from Mueller’s inves¬ 
tigation following the discovery 
of anti-Trump messages he had 
traded by phone with an FBI 
lawyer. 


France’s Macron to have state visit 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump will invite French 
President Emmanuel Macron on 
the first state visit of the Trump 
administration, the White House 
confirmed Tuesday. 

Trump is the first U.S. president 
in decades to wrap up his opening 
year without offering a counter¬ 
part the honor of a state visit, a 
diplomatic tool used to impress 
and showcase ties between allies. 

The designation means Macron 
will be welcomed with a showy 
arrival ceremony on the White 
House lawn, including a 21-gun 
salute, followed by private meet¬ 
ings with Trump and a joint news 
conference before American and 
French journalists. Macron will 
also be the guest of honor at a 


glitzy state dinner, typically at¬ 
tended by hundreds of guests and 
meticulously planned by the first 
lady. 

Trump was Macron’s special 
guest at an annual Bastille Day 
celebration last year that coin¬ 
cided with the 100th anniversary 
of the U.S. entrance into World 
War I. Trump apparently was so 
inspired by the grand military 
parade in the heart of Paris that 
he later called for a similar dis¬ 
play of U.S. military hardware in 
Washington later this year. 

CNN first reported on Trump’s 
plans to invite France’s leader, 
later confirmed by White House 
press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders. A formal announcement, 
including the date, is pending. 

Macron, who is also new to the 
presidency, and Trump met sev¬ 


eral times last year and spoke 
by telephone as recently as this 
month. They first met last May in 
Belgium and gripped each other’s 
hands so tightly during an ex¬ 
tended handshake that Trump’s 
knuckles appeared to turn white. 

Trump was celebrated during a 
series of state visits as he toured 
Asia last November. 

During the presidential cam¬ 
paign, Trump spoke dismissively 
of state dinners, a key component 
of a state visit. In 2015, Trump 
panned President Barack 
Obama’s decision to welcome 
Chinese President Xi Jinping on 
a state visit that year. 

“I would not be throwing (Xi) a 
dinner,” Trump said at the time. 
“I would get him a McDonald’s 
hamburger and say we’ve got to 
get down to work.” 


Trump may soon 
face questioning 
in Russia probe 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions was ques¬ 
tioned for hours in the special 
counsel’s Russia investigation, 
the Justice Department said, as 
prosecutors moved closer to a 
possible interview with President 
Donald Trump about whether 
he took steps to obstruct an FBI 
probe into contacts between Rus¬ 
sia and his 2016 campaign. 

The interview with Sessions 
last week makes him the highest- 
ranking Trump administration 
official, and first Cabinet mem¬ 
ber, known to have submitted to 
questioning. It came as special 
counsel Robert Mueller investi¬ 
gates whether Trump’s actions 
in office, including the firing of 
FBI Director James Comey, con¬ 
stitute improper efforts to stymie 
the FBI investigation. 

With many of Trump’s clos¬ 
est aides having now been ques¬ 
tioned, the president and his 
lawyers are preparing for the 
prospect of an interview that 
would likely focus on some of 
the same obstruction questions. 
Expected topics for any sit-down 
with Mueller would include not 
only Comey’s firing but also in¬ 
teractions the fired FBI director 
has said unnerved him, including 
a request from the president that 
he end an investigation into a top 
White House official. 

In the Oval Office on Tuesday, 
Trump said he was “not at all con¬ 
cerned” about what Sessions may 
have told the Mueller team. 

The recent questioning of the 
country’s chief law enforcement 
officer shows the investigators’ 
determined interest in the ob¬ 
struction question that has been 
at the heart of the investigation. 

Sessions is a potentially im¬ 
portant witness given his role as 
a key Trump surrogate on the 
campaign trail and his direct 
involvement in the May 9 firing 
of Comey, which he advocated. 
The White House initially said 
the termination was done on the 
recommendation of the Justice 
Department and cited as justifi¬ 



Sessions 


cation a memo from Deputy At¬ 
torney General Rod Rosenstein 
that faulted Comey for his han¬ 
dling of the Hillary Clinton email 
server investigation. 

Trump said later that he was 
thinking of “this Russia thing” 
when he fired Comey, and he 
had decided to make the move 
before the Justice Department’s 
recommendations. 

Sessions was one of Trump’s 
earliest and most loyal allies, the 
first senator to endorse him dur¬ 
ing the presidential campaign and 
then a key national security ad¬ 
viser. He was present for an April 
I 2016 Trump 
foreign pol- 
speech 
I at the May¬ 
flower Hotel 
in Washing- 
, where 
he spoke 
with the 
Russian am- 
I bassador to 
the U.S. He 
also attend¬ 
ed a meeting a month earlier with 
campaign aides including George 
Papadopoulos, a foreign policy 
adviser who pleaded guilty last 
year to lying to the FBI. 

Sessions might be able to supply 
information about White House 
efforts to discourage him from 
recusing himself from the Russia 
investigation. And he may have 
been asked about an episode from 
last February in which Comey 
says Trump cleared the room of 
Sessions and other officials before 
encouraging him to end an investi¬ 
gation into fired national security 
adviser Michael Flynn. 

Mueller has been investigating 
the events leading up to Flynn’s 
dismissal from the White House 
in February. 

Mueller has conveyed interest 
in speaking with the president, 
and White House attorney Ty 
Cobb has said that is “under ac¬ 
tive discussion” with Trump’s 
individual lawyers. He said last 
week on a CBS News’ political 
podcast, “The Takeout,” that he 
expected the investigation to be 
wrapped up within weeks. 
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Work requirements may spur 
states to expand Medicaid 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In an ironic twist, the Trump 
administration’s embrace of work requirements for 
low-income people on Medicaid is prompting law¬ 
makers in some conservative states to resurrect 
plans to expand health care for the poor. 

President Donald Trump’s move has been widely 
criticized as threatening the Affordable Care Act’s 
Medicaid expansion. But if states follow through, 
more Americans could get coverage. 

“I think it gives us a chance,” said Kansas state 
Rep. Susan Concannon, a moderate Republican who 
pushed unsuccessfully for Medicaid expansion last 
year in her state. 

In Utah, the office of Republican Gov. Gary Her¬ 
bert said the Trump administration’s willingness to 
approve work requirements is one of several con¬ 
cessions the state would demand to cover more poor 
residents through Medicaid. 

“Is it a big deal?” said Herbert spokesman Paul 
Edwards. “Yeah, I think it’s a big deal.” 

Utah state Rep. Robert Spendlove, a Republican 
working on legislation to partially expand Medicaid, 
said the Trump administration has sent a positive 
sign. “I have a lot of confidence that they will be 
willing to work with us and approve this,” Spend¬ 
love said. 

There’s already an economic argument for states 
to expand Medicaid, since it translates to billions 
of federal dollars for hospitals and medical service 
providers. But Republican Mike Leavitt, a former 
US. health secretary and Utah governor, said the 
ability to impose work requirements adds an ideo¬ 
logical motivator. 

“Republicans want Medicaid to help people who 
are doing their best to become self-sufficient but 
need temporary help to get there,” said Leavitt, who 
now heads a health care consulting firm. 

Medicaid is a federal-state collaboration originally 
meant for poor families and severely disabled people. 
Over the years, it’s grown to become the largest gov¬ 
ernment health insurance program, now covering 
1 in 5 people. Overall, Americans have a favorable 
view of the program and oppose funding cuts. 


Under President Barack Obama’s health law, 
states got the option of expanding Medicaid to cover 
more low-income adults. Thirty-two states and 
Washington, D.C., expanded, adding about 11 mil¬ 
lion beneficiaries. 

But 18 mostly conservative states are still holding 
out. They include population centers such as Texas, 
Florida, North Carolina and Virginia — where 
newly installed Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam 
has vowed to cajole a closely 
divided legislature into ex¬ 
panding Medicaid. 

For the first time in the 
program’s half-century, the 
Trump administration recent¬ 
ly announced it will approve 
state proposals requiring 
“able-bodied adults” to work, 
study or perform some kind of 
service. 

Another carrot for reluctant 
states is the repeal of the health 
law’s requirement that most 
people carry health insur¬ 
ance. Congressional Republi¬ 
cans repealed the “individual 
mandate” in the tax bill, and 
Trump signed it into law. For 
states, it means that fewer residents may sign up 
for expanded Medicaid, trimming potential costs. 
Although states pay no more than 10 percent, that’s 
still a significant impact on their budgets, which 
generally must be balanced each year. 

Advocates for low-income people say such argu¬ 
ments for work requirements are misguided. They 
contend Medicaid is a health care program and such 
requirements run contrary to its legally established 
purpose. 

Nonetheless polls show strong support for requir¬ 
ing “able-bodied” adults on Medicaid to work, said 
Robert Blendon, of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health. Most of those adults already do. 

“People are much more sympathetic to the idea of 
helping low-income people who work,” said Blendon, 
who tracks opinion trends on health care. 


People are 
much more 
sympathetic 
to the idea 
of helping 
low-income 
people who 
work. ^ 

Robert Blendon 

Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public 
Health 


Uber driver charged with 4 rapes 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A Mexican 
man living in the US. illegally 
used his job as an Uber driver to 
target intoxicated young women 
and was charged Monday with 
raping, assaulting and robbing 
four victims, California prosecu¬ 
tors said. 

Alfonso Alarcon-Nunez drove 
women to their homes, assaulted 
them and stole property includ¬ 
ing cellphones, computers and 
jewelry, officials said. He col¬ 
lected his fare payments through 
the smartphone app Venmo to 
disguise his identity and his Uber 
records. 

DNA evidence helped lead de¬ 
tectives to Alarcon-Nunez, who 
was arrested at his Santa Maria 
home last week, San Luis Obispo 
County District Attorney Dan 
Dow said at a news conference. 

The alleged crimes occurred 
over four weeks starting in mid- 
December in San Luis Obispo, a 
city of about 45,000 that is home 
to California Polytechnic State 


University. 
Alarcon- 
Nunez’s 
victims are 
between 19 
and 22 and 
three were 
drunk at the 
time of the 
crimes, Dow 
said. 

Alarcon-Nunez Alarcon- 
Nunez, 39, 
faces 10 criminal charges, includ¬ 
ing rape of an intoxicated victim 
and first-degree burglary. He 
pleaded not guilty to all charges 
at his arraignment and remained 
held in the San Luis Obispo Coun¬ 
ty Jail with bail set at $1.47 mil¬ 
lion. His next court date was set 
for Monday. 

Officials said Alarcon-Nunez 
was not always driving for Uber 
when he picked up women. Some¬ 
times, drivers in cars parked out¬ 
side bars or restaurants “jump in 
front of the actual Uber driver 
and they will take someone un¬ 
suspecting to their home. And 
that’s a way of putting someone 


at risk, and in this case that’s ex¬ 
actly what’s alleged to have hap¬ 
pened,” Dow said. 

He said the alleged crimes 
show that the company should 
improve its driver screening pro¬ 
cess, Dow said. 

“What police have reported is 
absolutely horrifying, and some¬ 
thing no person should ever have 
to experience. We have been 
working with law enforcement to 
provide them with information for 
their investigation, and the driver 
has been permanently removed 
from the app,” Uber spokesman 
Andrew Hasbun said in a state¬ 
ment Monday. 

Alarcon-Nunez returned to the 
US. illegally after a voluntary 
deportation from New Mexico in 
2005, officials said. Dow did not 
have details about why he was de¬ 
ported or whether he has a crimi¬ 
nal record in the US. 

California issues driver’s li¬ 
censes to immigrants in the coun¬ 
try illegally, and Alarcon-Nunez 
had a valid license since 2015. 



Alarcon-Nunez 
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A doctor holds an e-cigarette in a smoking lab at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta in 2016. A new government 
report weighs potential benefits and harms of the devices. 


Report weighs e-cigs’ 
benefits and harms 


By Matthew Perrone 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Electronic 
cigarettes could be a boon to 
public health or a mqjor liability, 
depending on whether they help 
Americans quit smoking or en¬ 
courage more young people to try 
traditional cigarettes, a new re¬ 
port concludes. 

The report issued Tuesday 
wrestles with the potential ben¬ 
efits and harms of the vapor- 
emitting devices which have been 
sold in the U.S. for more than a 
decade. But those effects may 
not be known for decades, in part 
because of how slowly illnesses 
caused by smoking emerge. 

“In some circumstances, such 
as their use by nonsmoking ado¬ 
lescents and young adults, their 
adverse effects clearly warrant 
concern,” said David Eaton, of the 
University of Washington, who 
headed the National Academies 
of Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine committee that studied 
the issue. “In other cases, such as 
when adult smokers use them to 
quit smoking, they offer an oppor¬ 
tunity to reduce smoking-related 
illness.” 

There are no long-term studies 
on the health consequences of e- 
cigarettes and little consensus on 
whether they are effective in help¬ 
ing smokers quit, according to the 
report requested by the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

The experts found “substantial” 
evidence that young people who 
use e-cigarettes are more likely 
to try cigarettes. On the other 
hand, experts found only “limited 
evidence” that cigarettes are ef¬ 
fective tools to help adult smokers 
quit. 

The committee’s review of 
more than 800 studies yielded 
many findings that were largely 
in line with prior assessments by 
other researchers. For instance, 
the panel found “conclusive evi¬ 
dence” that most e-cigarettes 
contain numerous chemicals that 
can be toxic. However, there was 
equally strong evidence that e- 
cigarettes contain fewer toxicants 


and at lower levels than regular 
cigarettes. 

E-cigarettes have been sold in 
the U.S. since at least 2007. Most 
devices heat a liquid nicotine so¬ 
lution into vapor and have been 
promoted to smokers as a less 
dangerous alternative since they 
don’t have all the chemicals, tar 
or smoke of regular cigarettes. 

The FDA gained authority to 
regulate the devices in 2016 after 
years of pushback from the indus¬ 
try. But last year the agency said 
it would delay the deadline for 
manufacturers to submit their de¬ 
vices for review until 2022. 

The FDA has signaled its in¬ 
tention to begin pushing U.S. 
consumers away from traditional 
cigarettes toward alternative 
products, such as e-cigarettes. The 
regulatory delay was intended, in 
part, to give companies more time 
to research their products. 

FDA Commissioner Scott Got¬ 
tlieb called the link between e- 
cigarette use and young people 
trying smoking “troubling.” 

“We need to put novel prod¬ 
ucts like e-cigarettes through an 
appropriate series of regulatory 
gates to fully evaluate their risks 
and maximize their potential ben¬ 
efits,” he said in a statement. 

Some other key takeaways and 
questions from the report: 

■ Chemicals in e-cigarette 
vapor, such as formaldehyde, are 
capable of damaging DNA in hu¬ 
mans. However, it’s unclear if 
the chemicals exist at levels high 
enough to cause cancer. 

■ Switching completely from 
traditional cigarettes to e-ciga- 
rettes significantly reduces expo¬ 
sure to numerous cancer-causing 
chemicals. 

■ E-cigarettes can sometimes 
explode, causing burns and inju¬ 
ries. The risk of such accidents 
is higher with devices that are 
stored improperly or contain low- 
quality batteries. 

■ There is substantial evidence 
that e-cigarette vapor contains 
traces of metal, possibly due to 
the metallic coils used to heat liq¬ 
uid that the devices vaporize. 
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Owner’s excuse for DUI 
crash: Tesla was driving 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 

The Washington Post 

The driver had a blood-alcohol 
content nearly double the legal 
limit and a tenuous relationship 
with consciousness when his car 
slammed into the back of a parked 
firetruck on San Francisco’s Bay 
Bridge. 

Still, he became maybe the first 
to add a technologically advanced 
new entry to the list of drunken 
driving excuses. 

He wasn’t driving, the man told 
the highway patrolman Monday 
morning. The car was. 

According to the California 
Highway Patrol, the driver ex¬ 
plained that his Tesla electric ve¬ 
hicle “had been set on autopilot,” 
obviating the need for him to be 
in control of the vehicle or, well, 
sober. 

He was wrong, of course, and 
was ultimately jailed under sus¬ 
picion of driving under the influ¬ 
ence. But as word of another Tesla 
autopilot crash spread, the case of 
car as designated driver became 
an interesting thought exercise 
for anyone with more than a pass¬ 
ing interest in vehicles that drive 
themselves. 

If Elon Musk and other for¬ 
ward-thinking automakers have 
their way, there will soon be 
a time when there is no more 
drunken driving, because cars 
never have to wonder whether 
they’ve had one too many vodka 
martinis. 

But until we all have our own 
computer-controlled, two-ton 
chauffeurs, we’re left with an in¬ 
creasing number of cars with a 
raft of features that make them 
semiautonomous — vehicles that 
are safer and smarter, if not par¬ 
ticularly geniuses. 

Carmakers are transparent 
about that caveat emptor quality 
of their vehicles. 

Tesla, for example, warns that 
its autopilot system is not fully 
autonomous. Attempts to reach 
Tesla for comment were not im¬ 
mediately successful. But the 
company instructs drivers to be 
alert because they are ultimately 
responsible for their vehicle and 
whatever it smacks into. 

But humans can slip into com¬ 
placency when the car is doing 
most or all of the work. 

For example, a fatal Tesla 
crash involving the autopilot sys¬ 
tem drew international scrutiny 
in spring 2016. The Model S had 
been set on autopilot and neither 
the vehicle nor the driver recog¬ 


nized that a tractor-trailer haul¬ 
ing blueberries had turned onto 
the divided highway. 

In its report, the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
cited Joshua Brown’s overreli¬ 
ance on the autopilot. He had set 
the speed at 10 mph over the post¬ 
ed speed limit and, in the final 37 
minutes of his drive, he had his 
hands on the wheel for just 25 
seconds. He also ignored seven 
dashboard warnings and six au¬ 
dible warnings. 

For Brown, those mistakes 
were fatal. But as technology 
advances, automakers say, they 
won’t be mistakes at all. 

“We aimed for a very simple, 
clean design, because in the fu¬ 
ture — really, the future being 
now — the 
cars will 
be increas¬ 
ingly au¬ 
tonomous,” 
Musk said 
in July, ac¬ 
cording to 
The Wash¬ 
ington 
Post’s Peter 
Holley. “So 
you won’t 
really need 
to look at an 
instrument 
panel all 
smacks into. *at often. 

You 11 be 
able to do 
whatever you want: You’ll be able 
to watch a movie, talk to friends, 
go to sleep.” 

And Musk and other autono¬ 
mous vehicle proponents have 
disseminated videos and other 
media that show autopilot at its 
best, protecting drivers, passen¬ 
gers and even pedestrians from 
crashes. 

Authorities have not identi¬ 
fied the driver of the Tesla that 
crashed into the firetruck on the 
Bay Bridge. They say no one—not 
even autonomous vehicle drivers 
— is allowed to be drunk behind 
the wheel of a car, no matter how 
advanced its safety features. 

No one was seriously injured 
in the Bay Area wreck. The fire¬ 
fighters were parked in the emer¬ 
gency lane and car pool lane, 
responding to a crash on the other 
side of their truck, according to 
the San Jose Mercury News. 

Tesla can check the car’s data 
to see whether the car was in¬ 
deed using autopilot before the 
crash but has not released that 
information. 


Tesla 
instructs 
drivers to 
be alert 
because 
they are 
ultimately 
responsible 
for their 
vehicle and 
whatever it 


Woman called inspiration for Rosie the Riveter dies 


LONGVIEW, Wash. — A 
woman identified by a scholar 
as the inspiration for Rosie the 
Riveter, the iconic female World 
War II factory worker, has died in 
Washington state. 

The New York Times reported 
Naomi Parker Fraley died Satur¬ 
day in Longview. She was 96. 

Multiple women have been 
identified over the years as pos¬ 
sible models for Rosie, but a Seton 
Hall University professor in 2016 
focused on Fraley as the true in¬ 


spiration. James J. Kimble pub¬ 
lished his findings in the journal 
Rhetoric & Public Affairs, saying 
a photo of Fraley at work was the 
basis for a widely seen poster of a 
woman flexing with the caption, 
“We can do it!” 

Fraley was bom in Tulsa, Okla. 
After the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor, she went to work at 
the Naval Air Station in Alameda, 
Calif, among the first women to 
do war work there. 

From The Associated Press 


Puerto Rico foreclosures 
eyed as grace period ends 


By Danica Goto 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
— Aylsa Torres sighed in relief 
when she received a letter from 
her bank two weeks after Hur¬ 
ricane Maria hit. She was among 
the hundreds of thousands of 
Puerto Ricans awarded a three- 
month moratorium on their 
mortgage payments as the US. 
territory reeled from the storm’s 
destmction. 

Believing she was temporarily 
freed from those obligations, the 
government worker drained her 
savings to pay for a $750 genera¬ 
tor and $786 worth of repairs for 
storm damage. But when Torres, 
46, visited her bank in December, 
she said, she was shocked to hear 
that she was behind on payments 
and that officials threatened to 
foreclose on her apartment and 
ruin her credit rating. 

Confusion and panic is spread¬ 
ing across this US. territory 
as the m^ority of moratorium 
agreements expire this month, 
with many people discover¬ 
ing they never qualified for the 
moratorium in the first place or 
struggling to obtain extensions 
because they cannot pay what is 
owed to the banks. 

“It’s incredibly frustrating,” 
Torres said. “You feel like every¬ 
one is closing a door in your face. 
No one has a genuine interest in 
helping you.” 

Legal experts say it is a scene 
that will repeat itself in the com¬ 
ing weeks and months on an is¬ 
land that already was seeing a 
sharp rise in foreclosures before 
the hurricane as a result of an 11- 
year-old recession that has forced 
government austerity measures. 

Even worse, experts say, many 
Puerto Ricans stopped making 
payments on their mortgages 
after the Sept. 20 storm because 
they thought the moratorium was 
automatic when it was not. The 



Carlos Giusti/AP 


Hundreds of thousands of Puerto Ricans face losing their homes 
upon the expiration of a three-month moratorium on mortgage 
payments that banks offered after Hurricane Maria hit the island. 


storm knocked out power across 
the island, preventing many from 
learning that they had to contact 
their bank to request a moratori¬ 
um, said Ariadna Godreau, a pro¬ 
fessor and human rights lawyer. 

The number of repossessed 
homes in Puerto Rico grew from 
more than 2,300 in 2008 to above 
5,400 in 2016 and an estimated 
6,200 or more last year. 

After the storm, foreclosures 
were temporarily suspended and 
banks offered a moratorium on 
mortgages for those who quali¬ 
fied, as did the federal govern¬ 
ment. Moratoriums offered by 
the U.S. government have been 
extended to March, but banks 
have ended theirs. 

Banco Popular, which is Puerto 
Rico’s largest bank, said more 
than 20,500 clients received mor¬ 
atoriums that expired in Decem¬ 
ber and January. Bank executives 
say they are working with their 
clients but stress that they still 
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need to collect what is owed. 

Torres has hired a lawyer to 
handle her case, not an easy deci¬ 
sion since most of her salary goes 
toward costly medication to treat 
her multiple sclerosis. She owes 
the bank more than $1,500. 

Puerto Rico’s Office of the 
Commissioner of Financial Insti¬ 
tutions said it is collecting more 
information to better understand 
the situation. 
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Defendants Louise Anna Turpin, seated left, with attorney Jeff Moore, and David Allen Turpin, second 
from right, with attorney Allison Lowe, appear in court Jan. 18 in Riverside, Calif. Prosecutors plan to 
ask the court to prohibit the Turpins from contact with their children. 
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Couple accused 
of torturing children 
to return to court 

By Michael Balsamo 
AND Emily Schmall 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The par¬ 
ents accused of torturing 12 of 
their children and keeping them 
chained to beds for months and 
so malnourished their growth 
was stunted will appear in court 
Wednesday as prosecutors ask a 
judge to bar them from contact¬ 
ing their kids. 

The court proceeding is the 
latest step as authorities seek to 
sever ties between David and 
Louise Turpin and their 13 chil¬ 
dren — between 2 and 29 years 
old — who were rescued from 
their home in Perris, Calif, on 
Jan. 14. They have pleaded not 
guilty to torture, abuse and other 
charges. 

Riverside County prosecutors 
are seeking a protective order 
that would prohibit the Turpins 
from having any contact with 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Minne¬ 
sota Public Radio has provided 
additional details of allegations 
of sexual harassment against hu¬ 
morist Garrison Keillor, saying 
his alleged conduct went well be¬ 
yond his account in November of 
accidentally touching a woman’s 
bare back. 

MPR said in a statement Tues¬ 
day that Keillor was accused by 
a woman who worked on his “A 
Prairie Home Companion” radio 
show of dozens of sexually inap¬ 
propriate incidents over several 
years, including requests for sexu¬ 
al contact and explicit sexual com¬ 
munications and touching. 

MPR said the woman, whom it 
has not identified, detailed the al¬ 
legations in a 12-page letter that 
included excerpts of emails and 
written messages. MPR said that 
as it attempted to investigate the 
case, Keillor and his attorney re¬ 
fused to grant access to his com¬ 
puter, emails and text messages. 

Keillor did not respond to an 
emailed request for comment 
from The Associated Press. He 
told the Minneapohs Star Tribune 


their children, district attorney’s 
office spokesman John Hall said. 

The case has drawn atten¬ 
tion from around the world, and 
about 20 people from across the 
U.S., including nurses and psy¬ 
chologists, have offered to take 
the seven adult children and six 
minors and keep them together. 
The Riverside University Health 
System Foundation, which is col¬ 
lecting money for the siblings, so 
far has received 1,500 donations 
totaling $120,000, spokeswoman 
Kim Trone said. 

Sheriff’s deputies arrested the 
husband and wife after their 17- 
year-old daughter climbed out a 
window and called 911. Authori¬ 
ties found the siblings in the fam¬ 
ily’s filthy California home, three 
of them shackled to beds. Neigh¬ 
bors and relatives said they were 


that hsteners were angry over his 
firing because they “smelled a rat” 
and “they know I’m not abusive.” 
He called the woman’s account “a 
highly selective and imaginative 
piece of work” drawn up by her 
attorney. 

MPR faced a backlash from 
outraged Keillor fans after firing 


unaware of the children’s treat¬ 
ment until authorities arrested 
the parents and revealed what 
they found inside. 

In a heart-wrenching Face- 
book post, a former classmate of 
the oldest Turpin sibling recalled 
that she was picked on as a grade 
school student in Texas. 

Taha Munt^ibuddin, who at¬ 
tended kindergarten through 
third grade with her in Fort 
Worth, Texas, described her as 
“a frail girl, had pin-straight 
hair with bangs, and often wore 
the same purple outfit.” After 
learning of the case, he shared 
on Facebook his “overwhelming 
sense of guilt and shame” over 
how she was treated. 

He wrote that it was jarring to 
learn that the girl, who was teased 
in school for being smelly, “quite 


Jeff Baenen/AP 


the best-selhng humorist. Keillor 
accused the station of firing him 
without a full investigation. Until 
MPR’s new statement Tuesday, 
the only account of his actions was 
his. 

He told the Star Tribune on Nov. 
29 that he had simply been trying 
to console a co-worker. 


literally had to sit in her own 
waste because she was chained to 
her bed.” 

Muntqjibuddin said he is hope¬ 
ful his former classmate can re¬ 
cover and live an enriched life. 

He said that despite being bul¬ 
lied by her peers, she “was still 
one of the most pleasant people I 
have had the opportunity to meet. 
She had this whimsical optimism 
to her that couldn’t be dampened, 
couldn’t be doused no matter 
what anybody threw at her.” 

The Associated Press is not 
naming the siblings because of 
the severity of abuse allegations, 
which are still under investiga¬ 
tion. The AP also has not been 
able to talk to the children, includ¬ 
ing the 29-year-old, or anyone 
who can speak on their behalf 


In a note to members Tuesday 
afternoon, MPR President Jon 
McTaggart said otherwise. 

“If the full 12-page letter or even 
a detailed summary of the alleged 
incidents were to be made pubhc, 
we believe that would clarify why 
MPR ended its business relation¬ 
ship with Garrison and correct 
the misunderstandings and mis¬ 
information about the decision,” 
he said. 

The station also disputed that 
Keillor was fired in a rush, lay¬ 
ing out a timeline in which it 
launched an internal investigation 
after receiving a general allega¬ 
tion against Keillor from a former 
employee — not the alleged victim 
— in late August. MPR said that 
employee refused to identify the 
alleged victim or detail what hap¬ 
pened to her, and MPR didn’t get 
specifics of the allegations until it 
received letters from the former 
employee Sept. 29 and from the 
alleged victim Oct. 22. 

MPR said it notified its board 
Oct. 26 and launched an inde¬ 
pendent investigation a few days 
later. 


Man gets 
life sentence 
for child 
exploitation 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif — A 
California man was sentenced to 
life in federal prison Tuesday for 
buying Filipino children for sex 
and pornography in what pros¬ 
ecutors called one of most “lurid, 
willful and disturbing” child ex¬ 
ploitation cases in the nation. 

U.S. District Judge John Mendez 
said he was sickened by the crimes 
committed by Michael Carey 
Clemans, 57, of Sacramento. 

Prosecutors said he gave de¬ 
tailed instructions on how young 
girls should be posed, how their 
hair should be cut and whether 
they should wear makeup or have 
their bodies oiled. 

“His true 
plan was to 
find young 
girls, virgins, 
and then go 
have sex with 
them,” Assis¬ 
tant U.S. At¬ 
torney Andre 
Espinosa 
said. “A 57- 
year-old man 
doesn’t have 
sex with a 7- 
year-old girl — he rapes her.” 

The sentence came after de¬ 
fense attorney Daniel Olmos 
argued that the judge should 
consider Clemans’ cooperation 
in helping authorities catch his 
co-conspirators. 

But Mendez agreed with pros¬ 
ecutors, saying the “unthinkable, 
inexcusable” crimes outweighed 
the assistance. 

“He has taken away the child¬ 
hood of those victims,” Mendez 
said. 

Clemans was an Army veteran 
with no criminal record who lived 
in Bangkok for two years while 
working as a pilot for a small air¬ 
line. He later returned to Sacra¬ 
mento and lived with his mother 
while traveling to the Philippines 
several times. 

Authorities said Clemans began 
conspiring with a woman in the 
Philippines in 2014 to produce 
child pornography and obtain 
girls. 

He sent the woman, Lyan Tan- 
deg, nearly $6,000 for equipment 
she used to photograph naked 
children so he could decide which 
ones he would rape when he trav¬ 
eled to the country, authorities 
said. He directed her to find or¬ 
phans, victims of typhoons and 
other vulnerable victims. He paid 
a co-conspirator, Shellina Atad, to 
obtain temporary custody of Fili¬ 
pino children and produce child 
pornography, authorities said. 

Investigators found three of the 
children who posed for the por¬ 
nographic photos, including one 
called “Angel,” when they were 7, 
9 and 10. 

Prosecutors brought them from 
the Philippines to Sacramento to 
testify at Clemans’ trial. 

Tandeg and Atad were arrested 
in 2015 and sentenced to 15-year 
prison terms in the Philippines, 
according to court documents. 



Minnesota Public Radio said Tuesday that allegations of sexual 
harassment against humorist Garrison Keillor went well beyond his 
account of an accidental touch. 



Clemans 
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Report: Women 
now majority of 
medical students 



Ben Raines, Al.com/AP 


This aerial photo taken Jan. 2 in Mobile County, Ala., shows the remains of a ship that could be the 
Clotilda, the last slave ship documented to have delivered captive Africans to the United States. 

Wreck could be the last US slave ship 


Associated Press 

MOBILE, Ala. — Researchers say remains of a 
wooden ship found embedded in mud in a river delta 
in southwestern Alabama may be the Clotilda, the 
last vessel to bring slaves to the United States nearly 
160 years ago. 

The wreck, which is normally covered by water in 
the lower Mobile-Tensaw Delta, was recently exposed 
by unusually low tides and located by a reporter for 
Al.com who covers the environment and conserva¬ 
tion on the coast, Ben Raines. 

Experts told Al.com the ship remains could be the 
Clotilda, which was burned after delivering captives 
from what is now the west African nation of Benin 
to Mobile in 1860, based upon where Raines found it 
and the way it was built. 

“You can definitely say maybe, and maybe even a 
little bit stronger, because the location is right, the 
construction seems to be right, from the proper time 
period; it appears to be burnt. So I’d say very compel¬ 
ling, for sure,” said Greg Cook, a University of West 
Florida archaeologist who examined the wreck. 

John Bratten, who works with Cook exploring ship¬ 
wrecks, said there was “nothing here to say this isn’t 
the Clotilda, and several things that say it might be.” 

One key element is the location of the wreck. It’s 
essentially where the Clotilda’s captain, William Fos¬ 
ter, wrote that he burned and sank the ship in 1860, 
the year before the start of the Civil War. The wreck 
shows evidence of damage from fire, and the vessel 
was constructed using techniques of the mid-1800s. 


when the Clotilda was built. 

President Thomas Jefferson signed a law in 1807 
forbidding the importation of slaves, but slavery re¬ 
mained the linchpin of the Southern farm economy 
for decades more. Mobile was a prime port on the 
Gulf Coast with river access to the cotton-growing 
plantations upstream. 

The Clotilda, a two-masted schooner, set out for 
Africa on a bet by an Alabama steamboat captain 
and plantation owner who wanted to show he could 
sneak slaves into the country despite federal troops 
stationed at forts that guarded the mouth of Mobile 
Bay. 

The ship delivered 110 captives to Mobile in 1860 
in the last known instance of a slave ship landing in 
the United States. The captain took the ship up the 
delta and burned it; the people became slaves, and 
they and their descendants lived after the Civil War 
in an area near Mobile known as Africatown. 

Most of the wreck lies in mud, and Cook said fur¬ 
ther study, including excavation, is needed to verify 
the ship is the Clotilda. Cook said the first step is to 
gather input from the Alabama Historical Commis¬ 
sion, other state officials and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. Ultimately, the goal would be to identify 
the wreck and perhaps put any artifacts on display. 

“If it turns out to be the last slaver, it is going to be 
a very powerful site for many reasons,” Cook said. 
“The structure of the vessel itself is not as important 
as its history, and the impact it is going to have on 
many, many people.” 


No winner in Google Lunar contest 


By Michael Alison Chandler 

The Washington Post 

Gifty Dominah cannot remem¬ 
ber a time growing up that she 
did not think about becoming a 
doctor. 

“When I was 5 years old, and 
my dad would ask me what I want¬ 
ed to be, I would say, ‘A doctor,”’ 
she said. “It was one of the only 
careers that I knew about, but I 
knew that I liked it.” 

In August, the 24-year-old from 
Maryland entered the George 
Washington University School of 
Medicine in Washington. 

Historically, medicine has at¬ 
tracted fewer women than men 
because of long working hours as¬ 
sociated with the profession and 
the rigorous academic background 
required in advanced science and 
math — subjects that women have 
been less likely to pursue. Three 
decades ago, just over a third of 
medical students were women. 

But this year, Dominah joined a 
class of medical students that for 
the first time is m^ority female 
nationwide, according to a new 
report by the Washington-based 
Association of American Medi¬ 
cal Colleges. After making steady 
gains since the 1960s, women have 
hovered close to the 50 percent 
mark nationally for the past 15 
years. The number of male appli¬ 
cants was slightly higher in 2017, 
but since 2015, male applicants 
declined while female applicants 
increased. 

Many advocates of the profes¬ 
sion credit the increasing number 
of women in medical schools to a 
growing emphasis on so-called 
pipeline programs that encourage 
girls to pursue math and science 
from the time they are in grade 
school. 

“Many of these programs show 
that women are just as talented 
and capable in the sciences,” said 
Geoffrey Young, senior director 
for student affairs and programs 
at the AAMC. “We are pleased 
to see this increasing diversity in 
what has been a white male-domi¬ 
nated profession.” 

The association is hopeful that 
the increasing number of women, 
along with a rise in the numbers 
of underrepresented racial mi¬ 
norities, will help fill a projected 
shortage of physicians needed to 
serve the nation’s growing aging 
population. 

Several medical schools around 
Washington long ago surpassed 
the 50 percent mark for women, 
and some have far surpassed it. 

In 2017, women represented 54 
percent of entering students at 
the Howard University College 
of Medicine and 53 percent at 
Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine. At the Georgetown 
University School of Medicine, 48 


percent of entering students last 
fall were women, but Stephen Ray 
Mitchell, dean for medical educa¬ 
tion, said women constituted a ma¬ 
jority for the first time in 2002 and 
that classes since then “generally 
run about 53 percent women.” 

Matriculants at the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine in 
Baltimore were 59 percent female 
in the fall, and women have been in 
the majority for 19 straight years, 
said Sandra Quezada, assistant 
dean for admissions and assistant 
dean for academic and multicul¬ 
tural affairs. That includes years 
when men represented most of the 
applicants, she said. 

At George Washington Univer¬ 
sity’s medical school, the entering 
class in 2017 had the highest per¬ 
centage of women in its history at 
62 percent. 

Yolanda Haywood, senior as¬ 
sociate dean for diversity and 
inclusion and associate dean for 
student affairs at the school, said 
that women have made up about 
half the school’s enrollment since 
the 1990s. 

In addition to a cultural shift in 
which educators and families are 
more encouraging of women pur¬ 
suing science-based careers, she 
said, there is also more acceptance 
of working mothers, she said. 

Women overpopulate the lower 
rungs of academia in medical 
schools, and they remain in small 
numbers in some high-paid spe¬ 
cialties, including orthopedic sur¬ 
gery and cardiovascular disease. 

There is concern about a high 
rate of burnout, particularly 
among female physicians. 

With more women entering the 
field, more people are talking 
about these issues and looking for 
solutions, said Kim Templeton, 
former president of the American 
Medical Women’s Association and 
a professor of orthopedic surgery 
at the University of Kansas Medi¬ 
cal Center in Kansas City. 

Templeton is conducting re¬ 
search about female physicians 
who are advanced in their careers 
and balancing work with car¬ 
ing for children and older family 
members. 

“Even as busy professionals, 
women are still the ones in the 
family who are expected to take 
care of all these things at home,” 
she said. 

For younger doctors, as with 
most professions, child care re¬ 
mains a big issue, she said. In June, 
the governing body of the Ameri¬ 
can Medical Association voted to 
launch a study of leading hospitals 
to look at what kinds of child-care 
services they provide to help phy¬ 
sicians with young children. 


The Washington Post 

The Google Lunar XPrize, an 
ambitious $30 million competi¬ 
tion to send a robot to the surface 
of the moon, will end without 
any of the teams able to meet the 
March 31 deadline, organizers 
said in a statement Tuesday. 

After consulting with the five 
teams left in the competition, “we 
have concluded that no team will 
make a launch attempt to reach 
the moon by the March 31st, 
2018 deadline,” Peter Diaman- 
dis and Marcus Shingles wrote 
in the statement. “This literal 
‘moonshot’ is hard, and while we 
did expect a winner by now, due 
to the difficulties of fundraising. 


technical and regulatory chal¬ 
lenges, the grand prize of the $30 
million Google Lunar XPrize will 
go unclaimed.” 

To win, contestants would have 
been required to land a spacecraft 
on the moon’s surface, travel at 
least 500 meters and then trans¬ 
mit high-definition video and im¬ 
ages back to Earth. 

The end of the competition is a 
letdown and a sign of the difficul¬ 
ties of commercial space travel, 
despite the advancements of 
companies such as SpaceX. The 
Lunar XPrize was a follow-on to 
the Ansari X Prize, a $10 million 
contest captured by Paul Allen’s 
SpaceShipOne, which in 2004 be¬ 


came the first nongovernmental 
vehicle to make it past the edge 
of space. 

Officials in the space indus¬ 
try had similar high hopes for 
the moon competition, and there 
were a few prospects that ap¬ 
peared to have good chances 
— chief among them a company 
called Moon Express. In 2016, the 
Florida-based company became 
the first commercial entity grant¬ 
ed permission from the Federal 
Aviation Administration to leave 
Earth’s orbit for deep space. 

The company has said that 
while it was competing in the 
XPrize, it would carry on with its 
plans to land on the moon. 
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Oded Balilty/AP 


Vice President Mike Pence, center, visits the Western Wall on Tuesday, escorted by the Rabbi Shmuel 
Rabinovitch, left, and Mordechai “Solly” Eliav, director general of the Western Wall Heritage Foundation 
in Jerusalem’s Old City. 

Pence visits Western Wall 
amid Palestinian tensions 

By Ken Thomas 
Associated Press 


German school plans 
tribute to slain student 

BERLIN — Teachers and stu¬ 
dents plan to hold a minute’s si¬ 
lence for a 14-year-old boy who 
was killed at a school in western 
Germany by a former pupil. 

Reinhold Bauhus, principal of 
the Kaethe-Kollwitz secondary 
school in Luenen, said Wednes¬ 
day that “the whole school has 
been deeply affected; we are try¬ 
ing to cope with this crisis.” 

Police in the nearby city of 
Dortmund said the 15-year-old 
suspect was in the school Tues¬ 
day with his mother to meet a so¬ 
cial worker when he encountered 
the victim. 

The suspect, who has German 
and Kazakh citizenship, told po¬ 
lice he felt provoked by the fact 
that the victim had looked at 
his mother. The older boy then 
stabbed the victim in the neck 
with a knife. 

The suspect was to appear be¬ 
fore a judge Wednesday. 

Butcher uses sausage 
to free self from freezer 

LONDON — A British butcher 
who got locked in a freezer says 
he was saved by a frozen sausage 
that he used as a battering ram. 

Chris McCabe said he became 
trapped in the walk-in freezer at 
his shop in Totnes, southwest Eng¬ 
land, last month when wind blew 
the door shut. The safety button to 
open the door had frozen in the -4 
degrees Fahrenheit chill. 

McCabe said he tried unsuc¬ 
cessfully to kick the button free 
before picking up a 3.3-pound 
black pudding, a form of blood 
sausage. 

McCabe told website Devon 
Live that he used the meaty tube 
“hke a battering ram” and man¬ 
aged to unstick the button after 
several blows. 

The grateful butcher told the 
Daily Mirror, “Black pudding 
saved my life, without a doubt.” 

Saudis still holding 95 
people for corruption 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Saudi authorities are still hold¬ 
ing 95 people in a purported anti¬ 
corruption campaign that was 
launched nearly three months 
ago by the kingdom’s influential 
crown prince, Saudi press quot¬ 
ing the attorney general reported 
on Wednesday. 

A Saudi infographic shared on 
social media said that detainees 
who have not agreed on financial 
settlements to close their case 
will soon be referred to the Pub¬ 
lic Prosecution for trial. 

Billionaire Prince Alwaleed 
bin Talal is reportedly among 
those still being held since early 
November when Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman ordered 
the stunning arrests of top princ¬ 
es, businessmen and officials. 
The prince is chairman of the 
publicly traded Kingdom Hold¬ 
ing, which has investments in 
Twitter, Apple, Citigroup and the 
Four Seasons hotel chain. He is 
also an investor in ride-sharing 
services Lyft and Careem. 

At least 11 princes were among 
those detained in the surprise 
sweep that began Nov. 4. 

From The Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — Vice President 
Mike Pence placed his hand on the 
hallowed Western Wall in Jerusa¬ 
lem’s Old City on Tuesday as he 
wrapped up a four-day trip to the 
Mideast that ended with Palestin¬ 
ians still fuming over the Trump 
administration’s decision to recog¬ 
nize the city as Israel’s capital. 

On a solemn visit to the holiest 
site where Jews can pray. Pence 
tucked a small white note of prayer 
in the wall’s cracks after touring 
the Yad Vashem Holocaust memo¬ 
rial with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

During his first trip to the region 
as vice president. Pence sought to 
enlist the help of Arab leaders in 
Egypt and Jordan on the Mideast 
peace process and used a high-pro¬ 
file speech to the Knesset to reaf- 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Senior lawmakers 
in Britain’s Parliament demanded 
tougher laws against harassment 
Wednesday after a Financial 
Times investigation found that 
women were groped at a men-only 
charity gala attended by hundreds 
of senior executives. 

Last week’s event at London’s 
Dorchester Hotel, which was held 
to raise money for charities, fea¬ 
tured some 100 female hostesses, 
including two undercover Finan¬ 
cial Times reporters. The journal¬ 
ists described harassment, lewd 
comments and “repeated requests 
to join diners in bedrooms else¬ 
where in the Dorchester.” 

The event also featured auction 
prizes of tea with Bank of England 
Gov. Mark Carney and lunch with 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson. 
One lot offered a trip to a strip club 
while another provided a chance 
for plastic surgery at a private 
clinic, with the promise to “take 
years off your life or add spice to 


firm President Donald Trump’s 
decision to recognize Jerusalem as 
the capital and accelerate plans to 
open a US. embassy in Jerusalem. 

But Pence’s willingness to meet 
with Palestinian leaders — he told 
The Associated Press in an inter¬ 
view that the “door’s open” — was 
rebuffed by President Mahmoud 
Abbas, who canceled meetings last 
month and offered a not-so-subtle 
snub by overlapping with Pence 
in Jordan from Saturday evening 
until midday Sunday. 

Several Arab lawmakers dis¬ 
rupted the start of Pence’s speech 
to the Knesset, holding signs that 
said, “Jerusalem is the capital of 
Palestine.” 

Much of Pence’s trip focused on 
working with US. partners to coun¬ 
ter terrorism and make the case for 
persecuted Christian minorities in 
the Middle East. But shortly before 
Air Force Two departed Jerusa- 


your wife.” 

Outrage was swift. One char¬ 
ity, Great Ormond Street Hospi¬ 
tal, said it would return previous 
donations and sever ties with the 
Presidents Club — the charitable 
trust that organized the event — 
while at least one business which 
had once sponsored a table at the 
event broke its ties. 

“Let’s hope every man who at¬ 
tended this event will think twice 
before accepting another invita¬ 
tion to a ‘men only’ event with 
more than 100 female hostesses,” 
parliamentary equalities commit¬ 
tee chair Maria Miller tweeted. 

The fury comes at a time of 
reckoning for many men in posi¬ 
tions of power as women speak out 
about sexual misconduct, sparked 
in part by the scandal surround¬ 
ing Hollywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein. 

Women rallied on three con¬ 
tinents over the weekend to de¬ 
mand equality and to mark the 
anniversary of the inauguration of 
President Donald Trump, whose 


lem, Abbas’ ruling Fatah party 
called for a general strike to protest 
Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem 
as the capital — another escalation 
after the Trump administration 
had raised hopes of a cooling-down 
period. 

“The trip made zero progress 
in bringing the Palestinians back 
to the table,” Ilan Goldenberg, di¬ 
rector of the Middle East Security 
Program at the Center for a New 
American Security, wrote in an 
email. “In fact, it probably only 
hardened the Palestinian position.” 

Aaron David Miller, a Wilson 
Center distinguished fellow who 
served as a State Department 
Middle East analyst and negotiator, 
said the trip shouldn’t be judged 
in terms of accomplishments. 
Pence wasn’t going to make any 
breakthroughs, largely because 
of the Palestinian freeze-out after 
Trump’s announcement, he said. 


election in 2016 sparked the first 
wave of mass protests. 

The Presidents Club dinner is 
an annual event for a group that 
claims it has raised some $28 mil¬ 
lion for children’s charities over 
the past 33 years. 

The Financial Times reported 
that women working for the black- 
tie event were given short, tight, 
black dresses, black high heels and 
a black belt resembling a corset. 
They told of men repeatedly put¬ 
ting hands up their skirts, while in 
another incident one attendee ex¬ 
posed his penis to a hostess during 
the evening, the newspaper said. 

“Some of the behavior was 
pretty shocking, quite depressing, 
if I am honest,” reporter Madison 
Marriage said in a video about her 
work on the story. 

The event, hosted by comedian 
and children’s author David Wal- 
hams, has included some of Brit¬ 
ain’s biggest names in business, 
sports and the media. 

The organizers of the event 
promised an investigation. 


Report: Hostesses groped at UK charity dinner 


US touts 
trade 
ahead of 
meetings 

By Jamey Keaten 
AND Pan Pylas 
Associated Press 

DAVOS, Switzerland — Top 
US. officials trumpeted Ameri¬ 
ca’s commitment to free and fan- 
trade while bracing for possible 
retaliation by China over new US. 
import tariffs ahead of a much- 
ballyhooed visit by President Don¬ 
ald Trump to the World Economic 
Forum in Davos. 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and Commerce Sec¬ 
retary Wilbur Ross met with 
journalists Wednesday as the larg- 
est-ever U.S. delegation to the an¬ 
nual Davos gathering of business 
leaders, globalists, academics and 
other elites prepared for Trump’s 
arrival a day later. 

Trump’s visit has sparked 
scattered, small protests in Swit¬ 
zerland, and some participants 
among the 3,000 on hand say he’s 
not welcome because of his con¬ 
troversial tweets, “America First” 
tack and trade policies that have 
raised hackles abroad. 

Mnuchin has brushed off con¬ 
cerns about a possibly tough re¬ 
ception, saying: “We don’t have 
to worry about this crowd ... Our 
objective is to be here to interact 
with important counterparts.” 

He also said that America’s 
stronger economic fortunes have 
a positive impact abroad. 

“This is really about not just 
what’s good for the US., but what’s 
good for the rest of the world as 
well — given that we are obviously 
one of the largest trading partners 
in the world, one of the largest 
investment opportunities in the 
world,” Mnuchin said. 

Ross, a bit more combative, 
conceded that China could slap 
retaliatory tariffs on U.S. prod¬ 
ucts after Trump’s decision this 
week to impose tariffs on import¬ 
ed solar energy components and 
large washing machines. 

“Trade wars are fought every 
single day,” he said. “Unfortu¬ 
nately, every single day there are 
various parties trying to violate 
the rules, and trying to take unfair 
advantage of things ... the differ¬ 
ence is that U.S. troops are now 
coming to the rampart.” 

The comments by the Cabi¬ 
net officials were but an appe¬ 
tizer for what is shaping up as the 
main course at Davos this year: 
Trump’s speech on Friday. After 
arriving Thursday, he is to meet 
with British Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Presi¬ 
dents Paul Kagame, of Rwanda, 
and Alain Berset, of Switzerland. 
He will also attend a reception in 
his honor and host a dinner for Eu¬ 
ropean business executives. 
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The number of Apple computers allegedly stolen by six former employees of an Alaska commuter 
airline. U.S. attorney Bryan Schroder said the six are charged with stealing the computers and other mail, 
conspiracy and possession of stolen mail. The value of the items stolen from March 2015 to April 2017 
is $489,000. The six were employed by Ravn Alaska. Their job was to pick up mail from a postal service 
distribution center in Anchorage and transfer it to Ravn airplanes. Prosecutors say two men used a com¬ 
pany truck to move stolen items from the postal center to private vehicles in a company parking lot. Other defendants helped 
them find buyers, and prosecutors say the six split the proceeds. 



Craig Matthews, The Press of Atlantic City (N.J.)/AP 


Team support 


Township, NJ., is all smiles after picking out a Philadelphia Eagies shirt at Dick’s Sporting Goods in Mays 


Man smuggles king 
cobras in chip cans 

LOS ANGELES — A 
Southern California 
man has been sentenced to five 
months in federal prison for 
smuggling three highly venom¬ 
ous king cobras hidden in potato 
chip canisters through the mail. 

In a plea agreement, Rodrigo 
Franco, 34, admitted smuggling 
another 20 cobras, as well as 
sending protected turtles to Hong 
Kong. 

City News Service said Franco 
was also sentenced Monday to 
two years of supervised release. 

Customs and Border Protection 
officers found the three live king 
cobra snakes while inspecting a 
package mailed from Hong Kong 
last March. Each was about 2 feet 
long. Federal agents searched 
Franco’s home and found a croco¬ 
dile and protected turtles. 

Llama is captured 
after months on lam 

H/l O LUEBBERING — A 
lwl\^ llama has been cap¬ 
tured after spending months on 
the lam in eastern Missouri. 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reported that the llama was spot¬ 
ted eating grass along roads and 
jumping into animal enclosures 
in the Luebbering area of Frank¬ 
lin County, about 40 miles south¬ 
west of St. Louis. 

The llama was cornered earlier 
this month after someone agreed 
to take it. Deputies took a photo 
of the animal, and a message was 
posted on the Franklin County 
sheriff’s Facebook page, but no 
owner ever called to claim the 
missing animal. 

Sheriff’s office records clerk 
Melissa Dahms said there were 
reports that a family that owned 
llamas moved out of the area 
after m^or floods last May, pos¬ 
sibly leaving one animal behind. 

Kumar the orangutan 
escapes, then returns 

GREENVILLE —Offi- 
cials said an orangutan 
named Kumar briefly got out of 
a South Carolina zoo exhibit and 
then went back inside. 

News outlets reported that 
Kumar escaped the Greenville 
Zoo exhibit Monday. Zoo Admin¬ 
istrator Jeff Bullock told WSPA- 
T V Kumar escaped as contractors 
were working on his enclosure 
and repairing the mesh panels. 

City Manager John Castile told 
The Greenville News that Kumar 
figured out that the netting wasn’t 
properly secured. Castile said 
Kumar got out of the exhibit for 
a short period of time and then 
went back inside the exhibit. 

Robber crawls through 
drive-thru window 

A ^ COTTONWOOD — Po- 
lice said a robbery at a 
Cottonwood restaurant’s drive- 
thru counter was carried out by a 
woman who doused an employee 
in the face with pepper spray and 
by a man who crawled through 
the window. 

The Taco Bell employee made 
a glancing blow at the man’s head 


Danielle McDonald, of Egg Harbor 
Landing, NJ., on Monday. 

shortly after the robber entered 
the restaurant late Sunday night. 
The man responded by hitting 
the worker in the head twice with 
the butt of a pistol. The employee 
suffered serious injuries. 

Cottonwood police said no 
money was taken during the rob¬ 
bery. No arrests have been made. 

Driver following GPS 
plunges into lake 

WT BURLINGTON — Div- 
w I ers removed an SUV 
that sank to the bottom of Lake 
Champlain when a motorist drove 
onto the frozen lake while follow¬ 
ing GPS. 

Tara Guertin told WCAX-TV 
that some of her friends borrowed 
her Jeep to take a trip from Con¬ 
necticut to Vermont for a ski vaca¬ 
tion earlier this month. Guertin 
said the group started following a 
GPS device when they got lost and 
ended up driving on top of the icy 
lake. 

Guertin’s buddies were able to 
safely escape the sinking Jeep, 
but the vehicle was left in the lake 
for more than a week. 


Guertin contacted Donley’s 
Underwater Salvage, which re¬ 
moved the vehicle Monday. 

Police: Man pulled toy 
gun on person littering 

Kl lUI ALBUQUERQUE — 
ItI a New Mexico man is 
facing charges after police say he 
pulled a toy gun on a man littering 
outside an Albuquerque conve¬ 
nience store. 

Police said John Joel Robinson 
was arrested last week following 
a frantic call about a man with a 
gun at a Circle K. 

According to a criminal com¬ 
plaint, Robinson, 35, pulled his 
Glock-style handgun on a man he 
saw throwing trash on the ground. 
Officers later discovered the 
weapon was a “very real-looking 
toy gun.” Robinson was charged 
with aggravated assault with a 
weapon. 

Police: Man attacked 
wife with a machete 

I A OUACHITA PARISH 
— A Louisiana man is 


accused of attacking his wife with 
a machete after she refused sex. 

An Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s 
Office affidavit says Phillip 
Smith, 53, was arrested Friday 
and charged with one count of do¬ 
mestic abuse, aggravated assault 
and child endangerment. 

The report quotes Smith’s wife 
as saying they were arguing about 
sex while she was driving. She 
said he then pulled out the ma¬ 
chete and started swinging, but 
he didn’t hit her. She said their 
children were in the back seat. 

Man jailed in theft, 
crash of police cruiser 

||i| A HARWICH —A Mas- 
lwl^% sachusetts man has 
been convicted of stealing and 
intentionally crashing a police 
cruiser. 

The Cape Cod Times reported 
that Joseph Bums, 27, was found 
guilty Monday of motor vehicle 
theft, leaving a scene with prop¬ 
erty damage and driving with 
a revoked license. He was sen¬ 
tenced to 18 months in jail. 

Court records show a police 


officer left his cruiser running 
while he went into a store in Den¬ 
nis on Oct. 3 when Burns jumped 
in and drove away. 

Another police officer spotted 
the car in Harwich and tried to 
pull Burns over, but he crashed 
into items on the side of the road. 

Field of Dreams is 
damaged by vandal 

I ^ DYERSVILLE — A van- 
I dal has caused thousands 
of dollars in damage to the Field 
of Dreams by driving a vehicle 
onto the site made famous by the 
1989 movie of that name. 

The Dubuque Telegraph Her¬ 
ald reported workers at the site 
outside Dyersville found the 
damage Tuesday morning and 
were still assessing the costs and 
needed repairs. 

Owner Denise Stillman said a 
vehicle made deep gashes in the 
outfield and damaged a sprinkler 
system. She said repairs will con¬ 
tinue through the summer but the 
field will remain open. 

From wire reports 
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Mark Humphrey/AP 


John, left, and TJ Osborne, of the group Brothers Osborne — in Nashville this month — will appear on the Grammy Awards, air¬ 
ing Monday on AFN-Prime. They are also nominated for a Grammy for best country group/duo performance. 


The pressure is on 
for country upstarts 
Brothers Osborne 

By Kristin M. Hall 


C ountry music upstarts Broth¬ 
ers Osborne may have start¬ 
ed their career as underdogs, 
but now that they’ve been 
crowned the genre’s biggest duo, the 
pressure is on. 

Inafewshortyears,brothersTJ and 
John Osborne have been embraced 
by the Nashville industry, earning 
a Grammy nomination before their 
debut album, “Pawn Shop,” came 
out in 2016 and racking up multiple 
country music awards. Their second 


album, “Port Saint Joe,” will be out 
April 20, and they’ll make their big¬ 
gest televised appearance on the 60th 
annual Grammy Awards this Sunday 
(airing Monday on AFN-Prime). They 
are also nominated for best country 
group/duo performance. 

“The success that we have had and 
those awards were really people, our 
peers, handing us the torch, saying, 
‘You’re doing something different. 
We respect that,”’ said TJ Osborne, 
whose baritone voice complements 


brother John’s superb guitar skills. “We have 
this obligation in a great way to stay true to 
that and make this genre proud and make ev¬ 
eryone feel that they made the right decision 
in voting us duo of the year.” 

In 2016 and 2017, these brothers from rural 
Maryland upset the three-time vocal duo of 
the year Florida Georgia Line at the Country 
Music Association Awards. Cindy Mabe, pres¬ 
ident of their label. Universal Music Group 
Nashville, said she wasn’t too surprised by the 
wins. 

“Whether or not you put Florida Georgia 
Line in that bro country movement, from a cre¬ 
ative standpoint and a creative nurturing of this 
town, people really wanted to distance them¬ 
selves from that,” Mabe said. “And then you 
have this band that has this really fresh unique 
perspective who are clearly beating to their own 
drum.” 

They applied a live album mentality to “Port 
Saint Joe,” which they cut in two weeks in their 
producer Jay Joyce’s beach house on Florida’s 
Emerald Coast, complete with little imperfec¬ 
tions and candid moments. The songs range 
from a traditional country waltz on “Tequila 
Again” to the Muscle Shoals inspired soul 
groove “A Little Bit Trouble.” 

“A lot of the takes you hear were live takes,” 
said John Osborne, 35. “We’re not going in and 
overdubbing anything.” 

“Shoot Me Straight,” their first single from 
the new album, is an Allman Brothers-inspired 
country rock song with a three-minute-long 
blistering guitar solo. “I had three minutes 
to sing, so why not give him three minutes to 
play the guitar?” TJ Osborne, 33, said. 

Brothers Osborne feel a connection to the 
genre’s roots. “I am not saying we’re a throw¬ 
back country band by any stretch, but we are 
still keeping in tradition,” said John Osborne. 
“It’s easy to let yourself veer away from that 
because monetarily it might make more sense 
to try do something that is more pop or more 
mainstream. We’re just adhering to what we 
do naturally and what we think is authentic.” 

That authenticity extends not only to their 
music, but also to their own personal and 
political opinions, which they often share 
freely on social media and interviews. They 
have been outspoken about President Donald 
Trump, marijuana, net neutrality and Con¬ 
gress, topics that many mainstream country 
artists avoid publicly. 

Mabe said she doesn’t caution them about 
expressing their opinions, but she has some¬ 
times asked them to refrain from cursing so 
often in interviews. 

“They know the risks and the rewards of 
what they have to say,” Mabe said. “I feel like 
they have a platform and if they have some¬ 
thing to say that needs to be said, they are 
going to say it. They also know that could of¬ 
fend people.” 

And the duo is thriving under the pressure. 
“We’re trying to challenge everyone including 
ourselves,” said TJ Osborne. 


Mary J. Blige thrilled at becoming a double Oscar nominee 


Associated Press 

Mary J. Blige is still getting 
used to the idea of being a double 
Oscar nominee. 

The nine-time Grammy winner 
was nominated for two Academy 
Awards on Tuesday: Support¬ 
ing actress and original song for 
“Mudbound.” 

Blige said she spent the morn¬ 
ing “yelling and screaming and 
about to cry.” The 47-year-old 
called the nominations beautiful. 

“This is a new one, the actress 
nominee, and this is beautiful. This 
is really special,” she said. “So is 
the song because it’s something 
that I love to do. I love to sing. And 
that’s something I’ve been doing 
for a very long time that’s special 
to me, and the Oscars have recog¬ 
nized it. So it’s all special.” 

Directed and co-written by 


Dee Rees, who was nominated 
Tuesday for adapted screenplay, 
“Mudbound” is a story about 
two families set in the Jim Crow 
South. Blige plays Florence 
Jackson, a sharecropper’s wife 
who becomes an unlikely friend 
and ally to the landowner’s wife, 
played by Carey Mulligan. 

Blige said playing Florence 
added a new dimension to her life, 
even after production wrapped. 
“I take Florence with me, and I 
take all the experiences and emo¬ 
tion with me,” Blige said. “But I 
don’t mind because Florence is 
a beautiful, powerful, confident 
woman, and she gave me a lot of 
confidence and strength in my 
struggles in my trials that I was 
dealing with the time.” 

The character, Blige said, is 
like a song. “She’s just inspiring 
a whole other side of me,” Blige 


said. “A deeper me; a deeper 
confidence where I don’t have to 
depend on so many things, things 
that the world uses or says that 
makes you beautiful. Florence is a 
stripped-down, beautiful woman, 
and that’s a song in itself.” 

Bhge’s original song for the 
film, “Mighty River,” written with 
Raphael Saadiq and Taura Stin¬ 
son, plays over the closing credits. 

“Mudbound” also made history 
with its nomination for cinema¬ 
tographer Rachel Morrison, the 
first woman ever recognized in 
that category. 

Other news 

■ WWE star Enzo Amore has 
been fired by the wrestling pro¬ 
motion after a woman alleged 
on Twitter that he raped her and 
police opened a sexual assault in¬ 


vestigation. The company said in 
a statement that Amore, whose 
real name is Eric Arndt, was fired 
Tuesday after initially being sus¬ 
pended. Police told Phoenix tele¬ 
vision station ABC-TV that Arndt 
is being investigated in an alleged 
assault at a hotel in October. A 
lawyer representing Arndt says 
he denies the accusations and is 
cooperating with authorities. 

■ Michael Wolff’s “Fire and 
Fury” has sold more than 1.7 mil¬ 
lion copies in the combined for¬ 
mats of hardcover, e-books and 
audio, publisher Henry Holt & 
Co. told The Associated Press on 
Wednesday. Published less than 
three weeks ago, Wolff’s tell-all 
about the Trump administration 
remains No. 1 on Amazon.com 
and other lists. 

■ Ursula K. Le Guin, the 
award-winning science fiction 



Netflix/AP 


“Mudbound” star Mary J. Blige 
received Oscar nominations 
for best supporting actress 
and for best original song. 

and fantasy writer who explored 
feminist themes and was best 
known for her Earthsea books, 
has died at 88. Le Guin died sud¬ 
denly and peacefully Monday at 
her home in Portland, Oregon, 
after several weeks of health con¬ 
cerns, her son, Theo Downes-Le 
Guin said Tuesday. “She left an 
extraordinary legacy as an artist 
and as an advocate of peace and 
critical thinking and fairness, 
and she was a great mother and 
wife as well,” he said. 
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Apple set to release HomePod smart speaker 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Pre-orders for Apple’s smart speaker, called the HomePod, begin 
Friday in the U.S, the U.K. and Australia, two weeks before the 
speaker goes on sale in stores. 


By Hayley Tsukayama 
The Washington Post 

Apple on Tuesday announced 
a Feb 9. release date for its smart 
speaker called the HomePod — 
allowing the company that first 
popularized virtual assistants 
through its smartphones to fi¬ 
nally enter the market for virtual 
assistants in the home. 

The looming question for the 
company, though, is whether it is 
too late. 

Apple is releasing its smart 
speaker nearly three years after 
the Amazon Echo and after the 
Google Home, which launched in 
2016. 

Apple originally scheduled the 
HomePod to hit the market in 
December 2017 before the criti¬ 
cal holiday shopping season. But 
the device was delayed until early 
2018. 

For those wondering whether 
they should buy Apple’s new 
thing — pre-orders are set for 
Friday — here’s a look at how the 
HomePod stacks up. 

By setting the price of the 
HomePod at $350, Apple appears 
to be hoping consumers will see it 
as a premium device. 

For that reason, the HomePod 
is probably more comparable 
to the $400 Google Home Max, 
which is Google’s most expensive 
smart speaker, than cheaper ver¬ 
sions that go for $130. The Home¬ 
Pod also is far more expensive 
than Amazon’s highest-end Echo 
speaker, the $150 Echo Plus, 
which is more focused on smart 
home setup than audio. Amazon’s 
main Echo device costs $100. 

In essence, Apple hopes con¬ 
sumers will believe the HomePod 
is of much higher quality than 
others on the market. 

Apple has been able to sell de¬ 
vices at a premium price tag in 


the past. But it will be testing the 
value of its brand by asking con¬ 
sumers to spend hundreds more 
to buy its smart speaker. 

■ Speaker. Apple has been 
playing up its audio quality as the 
biggest way its HomePod stands 
out from the pack. The company 
wants to remind you that this is a 
speaker and not just a box where 
Siri lives. Apple claims the device 
is also designed to make a variety 
of music sound good. That’s not 
always something its competitors 
can tout, though Google has tout¬ 
ed the audio quality of the Home 
Max. 

HomePod, like the Home Max, 
uses sound waves to map the room 
and adjusts its playback accord¬ 
ingly. For example, placing it on a 
table near the wall should make it 


play music differently than if you 
put it in the middle of the room. 

The music lovers who will ben¬ 
efit most from HomePod will be 
Apple Music subscribers. Per 
Apple’s release, HomePod will 
be able to carry out lots of com¬ 
mands specifically from Apple 
Music’s 45 million song cata¬ 
logue. HomePod can handle con¬ 
versational questions as well such 
as “Hey Siri, can you play some¬ 
thing totally different?” 

Still, HomePod will launch 
without an important audio fea¬ 
ture: the ability to link Home- 
Pods together. That’s something 
Google and Amazon’s speakers 
can now do. Apple said this fea¬ 
ture won’t be available until later 
this year. 

What’s more, dedicated speak¬ 


er companies such as Sonos are 
partnering with Google and 
Amazon to make smart speakers 
sound better. So Apple is facing 
plenty of competition as it tries to 
make a mark as a late entry into 
the market. 

■ Intelligence. The HomePod 
should be able to do the things that 
Siri already does in your phone, 
such as set timers and check the 
weather. The speaker will have 
Apple’s connected home software 
built in, meaning it will be com¬ 
patible with the light bulbs, ther¬ 
mostats and other devices that 
already work with your iPhone. 
It will also work with Apple TV 
as a speaker for both music and 
video. 

HomePod will also work as a 
speakerphone for your smart¬ 
phone calls, either on speaker¬ 
phone or using FaceTime’s audio 
chat. 

But much of its intelligence will 
be connected to the abilities of 
Siri, which is already under fire 
for not being as conversational or 
versatile as Google’s Assistant or 
Amazon’s Alexa. 

Then there’s another big ques¬ 
tion: How well will Apple play 
with others to make non-Apple 
devices and software work with 
the HomePod? 


MARKET WATCH 


Jan. 23, 2018 

Dow Jones -3.79 

industrials 26,210.81 

Nasdaq 52.26 

composite 7,460.29 


Both Google and Amazon have 
aggressively courted other com¬ 
panies to beef up skills (both use¬ 
ful and playful) for their speakers: 
playing trivia games, ordering 
pizzas, meowing like a cat, etc. 

Apple announced that Home¬ 
Pod will work with a few popular 
services such as Evernote and 
WhatsApp. And it has strong ties 
with app developers thanks to its 
App Store. But the company will 
have to round up those relation¬ 
ships to a new platform to make 
the HomePod worth its high 
price. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 25) 

Dollar buys (Jan. 25). 

British pound (Jan. 25). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 25). 

South Korean won (Jan. 25). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.2679 

.€0.7887 

.$1.46 

.108.00 

.... 1,044.00 

.0.3769 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.4215 

.1.2341 

China lYuan) 

Denmark (Krone). 

.6.3674 

. 6-0082 

EovoffPounriJ. 

. 17.7007 

Euro.$1.2392/0.8069 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8180 

Hungary (Forint).249.07 

Israel (Shekel).3.4108 

Japan (Yen).109.19 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.3000 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.7.7580 

.50.84 

.3.35 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

.3.7504 

. 1.3082 

. N/A 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

. 0.9439 

.31.56 


Turkey (New Lira).... 


... 3.7351 


le to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


Standard & 6.16 

Poor’s 500 2,839.13 


Russell 

2000 


5.54 

1,610.71 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.40 

30-year bond.2.90 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


THURSDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST 



THURSDAY IN EUROPE ■ FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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OPINION 

As the ISIS battle ends, old feuds resume 


By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

TAMPA, Fla. 
alking with Gen. Joseph Votel, the 
commander of American troops in 
the Middle East, is a paradoxical 
reminder of the limits of U.S. mili¬ 
tary power to determine political outcomes. 
American bombs helped destroy Islamic 
State in Syria, but they can’t stitch the rag 
doll of the Syrian nation back together. 

Syria’s plight actually got a bit worse this 
week as Turkey invaded the border region 
known as Afrin. Turkey says it’s protecting 
itself against the Syrian Kurdish organiza¬ 
tion known as the PKK, which dominates 
Afrin and which Turkey regards as a ter¬ 
rorist group. The problem is that related 
Syrian Kurdish forces (under a different 
name) have been America’s most impor¬ 
tant ally in defeating ISIS. 

The flashpoint is a town in northern 
Syria called Manbij, occupied by the Syr¬ 
ian Kurds and their U.S. military advisers. 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
threatened this week to attack Manbij. A 
senior Trump administration official told 
me bluntly Tuesday, “Threats to our forces 
are not something we can accept.” That’s 
what the unraveling U.S. relationship with 
“NATO partner” Turkey has come to: mili¬ 
tary brinkmanship. 

What’s happening now in Syria is that 
history is resuming after the bloody dis¬ 
traction of ISIS. Long-standing grievances 
that were postponed while a U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion defeated the caliphate have returned 
with a vengeance. Turkey, Iran, Israel, 
Jordan, Russia and the U.S. are all pursu¬ 
ing their self-interests. The space separat¬ 
ing these forces has collapsed — putting 


U.S. troops perilously close to collision 
with Russia, Turkey and Iran. 

The U.S. military three years ago was 
given the task of crushing ISIS. Votel and 
other commanders have largely accom¬ 
plished that mission, using innovative 
partnerships and tactics. But they couldn’t 
erase local hatreds or conjure up stable 
governance. 

Votel was cautious in describing Ameri¬ 
ca’s future mission in Syria when we talked 
last week at his headquarters here and dur¬ 
ing a visit to a training base. The roughly 
1,500 U.S. troops remaining in Syria will 
be “conditions-based,” he said, focused on 
“stabilization” rather than nation-building, 
seeking to “enhance security so people can 
get back to their homes,” and supporting 
UN. Security Council resolutions calling 
for an independent, united Syria. 

U.S. officials speak as if America isn’t 
taking sides in Syria now that ISIS is shat¬ 
tered. And certainly, the U.S. should move 
now to embrace all the pieces of Syria’s 
ethnic mosaic. But the U.S. shouldn’t for¬ 
get its friends, either, or these haunting ca¬ 
sualty numbers: In the final decisive battle 
to take the ISIS capital of Raqqa, the Kurd¬ 
ish-led Syrian Democratic Forces suffered 
650 deaths, Votel says. American deaths in 
Raqqa were zero. 

America needs to bolster Sunni Arabs 
in Syria, lest ISIS returns. But American 
commanders know that it’s the Kurds (who 
the Turks now say they want to destroy) 
who have done the bulk of the fighting and 
dying. The civilian death toll in the ISIS 
conflict hasn’t been well-calculated, but it 
was horrific. 

Votel visited the ruined city of Raqqa on 
Monday. He told reporters that the cam¬ 


paign there was “ugly,” but necessary. 
When we talked last week, he said that 
in the last phase of the ISIS campaign, 
U.S. advisers and airpower would partner 
with the SDF in a war of “annihilation” 
against “hundreds” of ISIS fighters who 
are trapped in the lower Euphrates valley. 
U.S. commanders worry that their SDF al¬ 
lies will be pulled away from this essential 
mopping-up operation to fight the invading 
Turks. 

A sign of the new post-ISIS crackup in 
Syria was this headline in the Turkish 
newspaper Yeni Safak about Votel’s arrival 
in the war zone: “U.S. commander visits 
... terrorists in Syria’s Raqqa.” That bodes 
ill. 

Like other senior American officials, 
Votel stressed to me that America recog¬ 
nized Turkey’s “legitimate concerns,” and 
described it as a “good partner” that has 
done “a really good job of border security” 
over the past year. Soothing words aside, 
the Trump administration recognizes that 
the relationship with Turkey is dangerous¬ 
ly near the breaking point. 

As Erdogan climbs farther out on the 
limb with his invasion, America’s goal 
should be to broker dialogue between Tur¬ 
key and the Kurds — not just in Syria but 
in Turkey itself, with its large Kurdish mi¬ 
nority population. Erdogan’s greatest po¬ 
litical and economic successes came in the 
years when he attempted reconciliation 
with the Kurds, including the PKK. 

As the ISIS campaign ends, old regional 
feuds resume. America can’t stop Turkey, 
Russia and Iran from making mistakes. But 
this isn’t the time to be pulling out Amer¬ 
ica’s 1,500 advisers from northeast Syria 
and creating an even bigger vacuum. 



Why is Turkey attacking a budding democracy? 


By Hayvi Mustafa 
Special to The Washington Post 

T hree months ago, I was sitting here 
in my office in the Afrin region 
of northern Syria with my col¬ 
leagues, celebrating the liberation 
of Raqqa from Islamic State. ISIS’ fight¬ 
ers were vanquished by our own Syrian 
Democratic Forces with the help of our 
American allies. We had great hopes that 
day: Eliminating the security threat meant 
that we could finally begin investing in ed¬ 
ucation and social services. As a woman, I 
was especially keen to empower others of 
my gender, which I saw as a crucial part 
of our plans to transform our society into 
a true democracy after our lives under 
the totalitarian state of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad. My duties evolved to in¬ 
clude supervising the work of 15 govern¬ 
mental departments that provide security 
and services to people regardless of their 
ethnicity, religion or politics. Among our 
accomplishments is a new university that 
offers instruction in engineering and so¬ 
cial sciences and provides full access to 
women as well as men. 

Today I am sitting in that very same of¬ 
fice, listening and watching as Turkish jets 
bomb us and artillery shells our homes. We 
are getting calls from local officials warn¬ 
ing that Turkey is pushing deeper into our 
territory, perhaps even hoping to take the 
city of Afrin itself. Turkey accuses us of 
being an offshoot of the Kurdistan Work¬ 
ers’ Party, or PKK. All of the region’s lead¬ 
ers and U.S. officials have denied these 
allegations. Nonetheless, Turkish Presi¬ 
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan remains deter¬ 
mined to wage his war against Afrin. His 
invasion into our territory also serves the 
purpose of distracting his own people from 
his authoritarian power grab at home. 


Our region is religiously and ethnically 
diverse. Our population includes Kurds, 
Arabs, Armenians, Yazidis and Alawites. 
Many of us are descendants of the survi¬ 
vors of genocides that were committed 
by Turkish states against the non-Turk¬ 
ish peoples during and after World War 
1. All of these communities have refused 
to leave Afrin despite the threat from the 
Islamic government in Turkey and the ji- 
hadi groups associated with it that publicly 
threaten us with ethnic cleansing. All of 
these communities are working together to 
build a democratic alternative in Syria. 

Erdogan wants to destroy this freedom; 
his forces have already killed 18 innocent 
civilians. Though ostensibly a U.S. ally, Er¬ 
dogan is not ashamed to use jihadi groups 
to eliminate Afrin as a democratic alterna¬ 
tive. Not only did Erdogan allow al-Qaida 
to grow along Turkey’s border with Idlib, 
he has also coordinated with al-Qaida to fa¬ 
cilitate the entry of the Turkish troops into 
our region. Erdogan doesn’t fight al-Qaida 

— he works with them. 

Since 2011, when Assad’s regime started 
to collapse, the democratic political institu¬ 
tions of our region have worked tirelessly 
to mobilize people in a struggle for democ¬ 
racy and security against the barbarism 
of ISIS and the chaos of the Syrian civil 
war. We have organized our self-defense 
and enforced universal human rights. 
Most importantly, our security forces do 
not perform summary executions — with 
one man as judge, jury and executioner 

— as frequently happens in the other law¬ 
less areas of Syria. Our forces abide by the 
laws written in our legislative assembly. 

Ironically, the fact that ISIS never took 
control of our region has limited the Amer¬ 
ican presence here, and we are now pay¬ 
ing the price. Unlike some other regions in 
northern Syria, we do not have U.S. mili¬ 


tary bases or even military observers. This 
encouraged Erdogan to wage war against 
us under the pretext of “fighting terror¬ 
ism.” He accuses all Kurds of being ter¬ 
rorists by virtue of their birth. But today 
it is not only the Kurds who are being at¬ 
tacked by Erdogan. Turkish prisons are 
filled with peaceful political activists from 
a wide variety of backgrounds, yet all are 
accused of terrorism. 

We should not be destroyed because our 
struggle for democracy and freedom cur¬ 
tails Erdogan’s ambitions. We should not 
be destroyed because we kept ISIS and al- 
Qaida out of our region. We look to Turkey 
as a neighbor and seek a better relationship 
with its people. We differentiate between 
Turkey as a government and its people, be¬ 
tween Erdogan as an Islamist dictator and 
his oppressed subjects. We believe that this 
is a distinction that our friends in the Unit¬ 
ed States and Europe should also make. 

U.S. diplomacy appears to be having 
little effect on Turkey, and this is not a sur¬ 
prise. Erdogan failed to support a demo¬ 
cratic alternative to the Assad regime and 
refused to help the United States defeat 
al-Qaida in Syria. Our defense forces have 
recruited many democratically minded 
Syrians from the areas where al-Qaida is 
now concentrated, and we are prepared to 
work together with the United States to end 
this threat to global security. To do this, the 
United States needs to enforce a no-fly zone 
similar to agreements between the United 
States and Russia preventing the Syrian 
air force from bombing SDF targets, and to 
establish closer cooperation with our secu¬ 
rity forces in the region. But Washington 
must act soon. Time is running out. 

Hayvi Mustafa is co-president of the Executive 
Councii of Afrin, a region in northern Syria of 
1.5 miilion peopie that currently includes some 
500,000 internally displaced people. 
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OPINION _ 

Plenty of post-shutdown blame to go around 



By Carl P. Leubsdorf 
The Dallas Morning News 

R epublicans called it the “Schumer 
shutdown,” citing the Senate 
Democratic leader’s role in block¬ 
ing the bill to prevent a govern¬ 
ment shutdown. The Democrats labeled 
it the “Trump shutdown,” blaming lack of 
Republican urgency and the president’s 
shifting positions on the key immigration 
issue. 

But every party involved in the brief fed¬ 
eral shutdown bears some blame. And the 
underlying reasons reflect a pattern that 
will, unfortunately, recur in the future, 
perhaps as soon as three weeks, unless law¬ 
makers — especially the Repubhcan major¬ 
ity — remember that Congress can lead on 
issues and the Trump White House gets its 
act together. 

Ironically, there is substantial bipartisan 
agreement on many of the underlying is¬ 
sues, including money for hurricane relief, 
opioid relief, community health centers 
and children’s health, and the need to per¬ 
manently protect the young people brought 
here illegally as children and temporar¬ 
ily protected by President Barack Obama’s 
2012 executive order of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals. 

Here is why everyone, in no meaningful 
order, is responsible: 

■ President Donald Trump. Trump, who 
sold himself to the American people as a 
master deal-maker, made no effort to make 
one. Perhaps it’s because he angered advo¬ 
cates of a DACA fix the last time he tried by 
saying one day he’d accept whatever Con¬ 
gress passed and then rejecting two days 
later a bipartisan plan to do just that. 

■Vice President Mike Pence. Unhke 
prior vice presidents, the former House 
Republican was AWOL. He has httle cred¬ 
ibility among Senate Democrats and was in 
the Middle East, defending Trump’s con¬ 
troversial decision to move the U.S. Em¬ 
bassy in Israel to Jerusalem and attacking 
Democrats. 


■White House staff. Publicized dis¬ 
agreements among Trump and some staff 
members created substantial confusion and 
frustration on Capitol Hill. Trump’s change 
on DACA proposals is largely blamed on 
pressure from chief of staff John Kelly and 
senior adviser Stephen Miller, architect of 
many hardhne Trump immigration moves. 
The same thing apparently happened again 
last Friday when the V^ite House shot 
down Schumer’s hopeful characterization 
of a meeting at which he says he agreed to 
fund Trump’s “wall” along the U.S.-Mexi- 
can border. 

■House Republicans. Because they are 
dominated by members more conservative 
than the country and the rules let them ig¬ 
nore minority Democrats, they have repeat¬ 
edly passed legislation unacceptable to the 
more bipartisan Senate, especially fund¬ 
ing bills stalemated by disagreement over 
the balance between defense and domestic 
spending. This time, they passed a bill they 
knew Senate Democrats would reject. 

■House Democrats. They have no blame 
because they have no power. House GOP 
procedures previously blocked their ability 
to form a bipartisan majority on immigra¬ 
tion with less conservative Republicans. 

■ Senate Republican Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell. Though his m^ority is smaller, 
McConnell has run the Senate like the 
House, ignoring the Democrats whenever 
possible and using the rules to block their 
amendments. He blamed the lack of a clear 
White House position as a reason for delay¬ 
ing an immigration debate. His prior failure 
to follow through on health and immigration 
promises concerned many Democrats. 

■ Senate Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer. Under pressure from the DACA 
youths and their supporters, Schumer and 
fellow Democrats cast the votes shutting 
down the government, unreahstically de¬ 
manding the interim funding bill also pro¬ 
tect DACA recipients. They felt they needed 
to take a stand on an issue where the pub¬ 
lic favors their position. But their retreat 
reflected recognition they are politically 


vulnerable to GOP criticism, especially in 
pro-Trump states where Democratic sena¬ 
tors face tough re-election fights. 

By displaying willingness to schedule 
Senate debate with an open amendment 
process on DACA, McConnell seemed to 
accept Tennessee Republican Sen. Lamar 
Alexander’s plea Saturday he abandon his 
argument the Senate would consider immi¬ 
gration “as soon as we figure out” Trump’s 
stance. 

“It is a pretty poor excuse to sit here and 
say, ‘We can’t deal with President Trump,”’ 
Alexander said. “We are the U.S. Senate. We 
can make our own decisions about DACA” 
and other issues and present them to the 
House and to the president. 

Of course, it’s not that simple. Even if 
McConnell keeps his word and a biparti¬ 
san Senate m^ority passes a DACA bill, 
doubt remains if House GOP leaders would 
schedule it. But Pennsylvania Rep. Charlie 


Dent, a prominent GOP moderate, said on 
MSNBC that a bipartisan bill could pass 
the House, and the Freedom Caucus chair¬ 
man, North Carolina Rep. Mark Meadows, 
told MSNBC, “We’re willing to find a deal.” 
Trump’s position remains disturbingly 
imprecise. 

Another thing not simple is assessing the 
political impact of the shutdown, though 
Republicans declared victory and some 
liberal groups accused the Democrats of 
surrender. After both the 1996 and 2013 
shutdowns, the Democratic White House 
was seen the initial victor. But when Ameri¬ 
cans next voted. Democratic President Bill 
Chnton won in 1996, and congressional Re- 
pubhcans in 2014, suggesting future events 
will influence ultimate judgments. 

Carl P. Leubsdorf Is the former Washington 

bureau chief of The Dallas Morning News. 


Congress again picks posturing over governing 


By Andrew Malcolm 
Special to McClatchy 

D espite media hysteria during 
the recently deceased govern¬ 
ment shutdown, the reality is the 
United States has had such polit¬ 
ical paralysis on average every 30 months 
for nearly a half-century, lasting on aver¬ 
age seven days. 

Shutdowns, even these partial ones few 
people notice outside the D.C. company 
town, raise many questions: What exactly 
gets shut down? When isn’t the government 
shut down over a weekend? Why are these 
stalemates never solved for good? Will 
voters even remember this hiatus come 
November? 

But here’s the real question: How did our 
federal governing officials on both sides 
slip so easily from doing what they were 
actually hired to do, namely govern? And 
instead spend so much time strategizing, 
maneuvering and posturing to avoid get¬ 
ting blamed for what they didn’t do when 
they should have? 

This is their job, for Chuck’s sake, their 
full-time job! Other workers can’t throw up 
their hands and say, “Oh, this is too hard.” 

These elected bumpkins are each get¬ 
ting paid a princely price of $174,000 (plus 
free gym, swell insurance, cheap food, 
etc.). That’s for about 133 workdays a year. 
That makes for a paycheck three-plus- 
times larger than the average American’s 


annual pay for 240 workdays. Three times 
the money for about half the workdays. 
How does that work? 

Yet, somehow, these legislators’ procras¬ 
tinations, pet programs, politics, personal 
egos and “principles” don’t permit them to 
work out a budget compromise? Time after 
time. Both sides must prance and preen for 
their base. 

Part of the problem is the absence 
(thanks to voters and resignations) of po¬ 
litical moderates to design and broker 
compromises. This leaves the stage to per¬ 
formance art by the most extreme wings of 
each party to profess positions they claim 
prohibit dealing. 

Some unreliable media, notably talk- 
radio and rabble-rousing cable shows, are 
too busy fanning the flames of feuding fac¬ 
tions and filling in the time between ads 
during the next hour’s shows with likely 
the laziest questions in the history of inter¬ 
viewing: “What do you make of —?” 

No one in the nation’s capital pauses 
as common-sense Americans watch¬ 
ing at home do, yelling at the TV screen, 
“When will someone hold these clowns 
accountable?” 

Feeling helpless, frustrated and ignored, 
millions of these folks decided in 2016 to 
vote for a political outsider who vowed to 
disrupt Washington’s failed business-as- 
usual. He wasn’t/isn’t politically qualified 
for the job. But neither, it seems, are those 


who hold the Capitol jobs. 

There’s a myth among conservatives that 
a hostile media tells Americans what to 
think. Ever try telling three family mem¬ 
bers what to think, let alone 323 million 
Americans? Instead, a hostile media excels 
at telling Americans what to think about. 

Think about the implications of a rogue 
North Korea with the actual ability to an¬ 
nihilate a half dozen U.S. cities in 30 min¬ 
utes? Think about the future of the Mideast 
with an angry, ambitious, aggressive Iran 
fueling regional fights and its own ICBMs? 
Think about the social implications of al¬ 
most one-half of American children being 
raised by a single parent, mainly due to ab¬ 
sent fathers? 

No, no time for that. 

We get instead repetitive recitations of a 
dubiously sourced book by a disreputable 
author with scandalous details many want 
to believe about a president many cannot 
abide. We get weeklong coverage of one 
word the frustrated president probably 
said about desperate countries with spe¬ 
cial immigration deals allowing them to 
send refugees here to escape those desper¬ 
ate places. 

Why? Because this feeds the latest nega¬ 
tive narrative that, besides being an upset 
usurper installed by nefarious Russians, 
President Donald Trump is a racist. Politi¬ 
cally, it may work. 

But what about members of Congress 


diddling instead of funding the govern¬ 
ment and military? No. We get repeated 
rehashes of reaction to what the president 
probably said. 

Not because it is of any lasting impor¬ 
tance. The opposite, in fact. When a pre¬ 
vious vice president, good old Joe Biden, 
called “Obamacare” a “big f—ing deal” on 
national TV, it was funny. They soon sold 
BED T-shirts. 

“What’s your reaction to—?” does make 
for easier journalism and perhaps more 
clicks online. A president’s stupid morn¬ 
ing tweets are so tempting to cover, too, 
because they feed the negative narrative, 
even if — think about it — the brief mes¬ 
sages allow him to distract and control 
much of each day’s news agenda for an al¬ 
legedly independent but quite predictable 
press. 

With the hallowed freedom of the press 
also comes an often-neglected responsibil¬ 
ity of the press. That means, at least oc¬ 
casionally, disdaining what’s easiest to do 
or what fits personal prefabricated politics 
in favor of genuinely seeking what really 
matters, what’s important to cover. 

Like — oh, say — holding both party’s 
members of Congress accountable for 
dodging their fiscal duties so grossly, so 
routinely and so consequence-free? 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran 
national and foreign correspondent covering 
politics since the 1960s. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 River blockers 
5 Ear warmer 
9 Crunchy 
sandwich 
12Jai — 

13 Gumbo veggie 
14Kanga’s kid 
15 Basketball ploy 

17 Mess up 

18 Rock concert 
souvenir 

19 Dodge 

21 Rejection 

22 Jeter of baseball 
24Corp. leaders 

27 Scepter 

28 Theater award 

31 Klutz 

32 Half of bi- 

33 Service charge 

34 Clump of grass 

36 Automaton, 
for short 

37 New newts 

38 Provide food for 

40 Circle ratio 

41 Valerie Harper 
sitcom 

43 Roof beam 

47 Be sick 

48 Permanently 
dyed, as fabric 

51 Altar affirmative 

52 Eye part 

53 Differently 


54 German article 

55 Carton sealer 

56 Late July babies 

DOWN 

1 Loony 

2 “Sad to say ...” 

3 Prepare potatoes 

4 Peaceful protests 

5 Humorist Sahl 

6 Guitar’s kin 

7 Monk’s title 

8 Charlatan 

9 End, as an 
engagement 

10 Parliamentarian 

11 Ripped 
16 Buddy 
20 Dog doc 

22 Blood giver 

23 Tend texts 


24 Camp bed 

25 Perfume 
label word 

26 Risque 

27 Hayseed 

29 Profit 

30 Thumbs-up 
35 Wee bit 

37 French tower 
designer 

39 Unspoken 

40 Standard 

41 Incursion 

42 Conceal 

43 Valentine flower 

44 Yarn 

45 Canadian 
gas brand 

46 Numbered rds. 

49 Mouths (Lat.) 

50 Back talk 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



1-25 CRYPTOQUIP 


QR GXL’BU DMCQKJ M 
SUFUIQEQXK MZ MWXLS 
FMBJU EKUMCUBE, GXL 
LKZXLWSUZFG O M I U WQJ 

EOXUE SX RQFD. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN HE WANTED TO 
STAVE OFF THE INTRUSIVE PAPARAZZI, THE 
FAMOUS ACTOR CRIED “AVERT THE MEDIA!” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals I 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


starsk^stri pes. 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmei kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


Reader Letters ietters@stripes.ci 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

buyers with classifieds 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 


buy sight unseen and have 
the vehkle shipped 


■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 



SELLER BEWARE 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.viiseckautosaies.com 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Travel_1000 


••Winter in Garmisch!^^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 
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You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
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No one covers the bases the way we do. 
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Explore STARSOSTRIPES. 


new feature section: Vietnam at 50. 


With contributions from the men and women who were there, as well as voices from experts and our readers, 
we take a look back at the Vietnam War and the cultural changes that surrounded it. How the war was prosecuted, 
how it changed our military and foreign policy thinking, and how America viewed itself then and now. It’s a 
radically new design for Stars and Stripes, and one you can help shape by sharing your thoughts and voices. 


Visit online for more content and video—or to share your memories: stripes.com/vietnam50 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 2, UMass 1 

MIDWEST 

Minnesota St. 1, Minn.-Duluth 0 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Buffalo 83, E. Michigan 69 
Rider 90, Fairfield 88 
Villanova 89, Providence 69 

SOUTH 

Arkansas 80, Georgia 77, 20T 
Asbury 76, Rio Grande 71 
Barton 75, North Greenville 63 
Campbell 94, Liberty 85 
Duke 84, Wake Forest 70 
Indiana-East 82, Brescia 71 
Kentucky 78, Mississippi St. 65 
LSU 77, Texas A&M 65 
Mississippi 78, Alabama 66 
Tennessee 67, Vanderbilt 62 
Virginia 61, Clemson 36 
MIDWEST 
Akron 71, Ohio 68 
Bradley 72, Missouri St. 52 
Dayton 65, Davidson 64 
Edgewood 68, Rockford 67 
Iowa 85, Wisconsin 67 
Kent St. 88, Ball St. 80, OT 
Lakeland 97, Dominican (III.) 68 
Miami (Ohio) 70, Cent. Michigan 61 
Milwaukee Engineering 72, Marian 
(Wis.) 71 

Minn. St.-Mankato 95, Concordia (St. 
P.)66 

N. Illinois 93, Bowling Green 62 
Northwestern 77, Minnesota 69 
Taylor 74, Spring Arbor 67 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Deals 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 


New Orleans Bowl 
Troy 50, North Texas 30 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 17 

Las Vegas Bowl 
Boise State 38, Oregon 28 

New Mexico Bowi 
Aibuquerque 

Marshall 31, Colorado State 28 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 30 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
FAU 50, Akron 3 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple 28, FlU 3 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 

Ohio 41, UAB6 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Wyoming 37, Central Michigan 14 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 42, San Diego State 35 
Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 


Taylor 74, Spring Arbor 67 
Toledo 85, W. Michigan 81 
VCU 75, Saint Louis 74, OT 
William Jewell 86, UMKC 74 
SOUTHWEST 
Oklahoma 85, Kansas 80 
Oral Roberts 93, E. Texas Baptist 66 
Texas Tech 75, Oklahoma St. 70 
FAR WEST 

Fresno St. 69, UNLV 63 

Grand Canyon 96, William Jessup 80 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Marist 86, St. Peter’s 53 
Penn St. 68, Illinois 59 

SOUTH 

Barton 82, North Greenville 63 
Berea 89, Kentucky Christian 62 
Campbell 73, Gardner-Webb 44 
Indiana-East 66, Brescia 60 
Liberty 63, Longwood 51 
Loyola NO 90, Southern NO 54 
Presbyterian 78, Winthrop 45 
Radford 50, High Point 47 
Rio Grande 74, Asbury 64 
UNC Asheville 78, Charleston Southern 61 
MIDWEST 

Concordia (St.P) 74, Minn. St. (Manka¬ 
to) 72 

Michigan 74, Michigan St. 48 

SOUTHWEST 

Oral Roberts 118, Central Christian 
(Kan.) 47 


Fight schedule 

Jan. 27 

At Riga, Latvia, Oleksandr Usyk vs. 
Mairis Briedis, 12, for Usyk’s WBO and 
Briedis’ WBC World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Lucas 
Matthysse vs. Tewa Kiram, 12, for the va¬ 
cant WBA World welterweight title: Jorge 
Linares vs. Mercito Gesta, 12, for Linares’ 
WBA World lightweight title; Yoshihiro 
Kamegai vs. Daquan Pauldo, 10, junior 
middleweights. 

Feb. 2 

At WinnaVegas Casino & Resort, 
Sloan, Iowa, Ronald Ellis vs. Junior You- 
nan, 10, for the vacant USBA super mid¬ 
dleweight title. 

Feb. 3 

At Alder, Russia, Murat Gassiev vs. 
Yunier Dorticos, 12, for Gassiev’s IBF and 
Dorticos’ WBA World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At Bank of America Center, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Habib 
Ahmed, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super 
middleweight titles; Jerwin Ancajas vs. 
Israel Gonzalez, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF su¬ 
per flyweight title; Jesse Hart v Thomas 
Awimbono, 10, super rniddleweights. 

At Naha, Japan, Daigo Higa vs. Moises 
Fuentes, 12, for Higa^s WBC flyweight 
title. 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 


Fresno State 33, Houston 27 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Utah 30, West Virginia 14 
Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Duke 36, Northern Illinois 14 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State 35, UCLA 17 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
independence Bowi 
Shreveport, La. 

Florida State 42, Southern Mississippi 13 

Pinstripe Bowi 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Iowa 27, Boston College 20 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Purdue 38, Arizona 35 
Texas Bowl 
Houston 
Texas 33, Missouri 16 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Navy 49, Virginia 7 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Okiahoma State 30, Virginia Tech 21 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

TCU 39, Stanford 37 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Michigan State 42, Washington State 17 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest 55, Texas A&M 52 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

North Carolina State 52, Arizona State 31 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Northwestern 24, Kentucky 23 
Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State 26, Utah State 20, OT 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 
Ohio State 24, Southern Cal 7 
Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Mississippi state 31, Louisville 27 
Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State 21, Memphis 20 
Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Penn State 35, Washington 28 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Wisconsin 34, Miami 24 
Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

South Carolina 26, Michigan 19 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF 34, Auburn 27 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame 21, LSU 17 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Georgia 54, Oklahoma 48, 20T 
Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 
Alabama 24, Clemson 6 
Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Alabama 26, Georgia 23, OT 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

West 14, East 10 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

National 23, American 0 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 
Sunday, Jan. 7 
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 
Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 
Sunday, Jan. 14 
Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24 
Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

New England 24, Jacksonville 20 

NFC 

Philadelphia 38, Minnesota 7 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC VS. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis 

New England vs. Philadelphia 

Final Pro Bowl selections 

Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Camping World Stadium 
Orlando, Fla. 

(Subject to Change) 
(y-replacement; 
z-Super Bowl participant) 

AFC 

OFFENSE (21) 

QUARTERBACKS (3) - Derek Carr, 
Oakland; Ben Roethllsberger, Pittsburgh; 
Alex Smith, Kansas City. 

WIDE RECEIVERS (4) - Keenan Allen, 
Los Angeles Chargers: Antonio Brown, 
Pittsburgh: T.Y. Hilton, Indianapolis; Jar¬ 
vis Landry, Miami 

RUNNING BACKS (3) - Le’Veon Bell, 
Pittsburgh: Kareem Hunt, Kansas City; 
LeSean McCoy, Buffalo 

FULLBACK (1) - Roosevelt Nix, Pitts¬ 
burgh 

TIGHT ENDS (2) - Jack Doyle, India¬ 
napolis; Delanie Walker, Tennessee 
TACKLES (3) — Taylor Lewan, Tennes¬ 
see: Russell Okung, Los Angeles Char¬ 
gers; Alejandro Villanueva, Pittsburgh; 

GUARDS (3) - David DeCastro, Pitts¬ 
burgh; Richie Incognito, Buffalo; Kelechi 
Osemele, Oakland 

CENTERS (2) - Rodney Hudson, Oak¬ 
land; Maurkice Pouncey, Pittsburgh 

DEFENSE (18) 

DEFENSIVE ENDS (3) - Cameron Hey¬ 
ward, Pittsburgh: Melvin Ingram, Los 
Angeles Chargers; Yannick Ngakoue, 
Jacksonville 

INTERIOR LINEMEN (3) - Geno Atkins, 
Cincinnati; Jurrell Casey, Tennessee; Ma¬ 
lik Jackson, Jacksonville 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS (3) - Von Mill¬ 
er, Denver; Telvin Smith, Jacksonville; 
Terrell Suggs, Baltimore 

INSIDE/MIDDLE LINEBACKERS (2) 
— C.J. Mosley, Baltimore: Joe Schobert, 
Cleveland 

CORNERBACKS (4) - A.J. Bouye, Jack¬ 
sonville; Casey Hayward, Los Angeles 
Chargers: Jalen Ramsey, Jacksonville; 
Aqib Talib, Denver 

FREE SAFETY (1) - Eric Weddle, Balti- 

STRONG SAFETIES (2) - Kevin Byard, 
Tennessee; Reshad Jones, Miami 

SPECIALISTS (4) 

PUNTER (1) - Brett Kern, Tennessee 

PLACEKICKER (1) - Chris Boswell, 
Pittsburgh 


Pro baseball 


LONG SNAPPER (1) - Clarke Harris, 
Cincinnati 

RETURN SPECIALIST (1) - Tyreek Hill, 
Kansas City 

SPECIAL TEAMER (1) - Brynden Tra- 
wick, Tennessee 

NFC 

OFFENSE (21) 

QUARTERBACKS (3) - Drew Brees, 
New Orleans: Jared Goff, Los Angeles 
Rams; Russell Wilson, Seattle 

WIDE RECEIVERS (4) - Davante Ad¬ 
ams, Green Bay; Doug Baldwin, Adam 
Thielen, Minnesota; Michael Thomas, 
New Orleans 

RUNNING BACKS (3) - Todd Gurley, 
Los Angeles Rams; Mark Ingram, New 
Orleans: Alvin Kamara, New Orleans 
FULLBACK (1) - Kyle Juszczyk, San 
Francisco 

TIGHT ENDS (2) - Kyle Rudolph, Min¬ 
nesota; Jason Witten, Dallas 

TACKLES (3) - Duane Brown, Seattle; 
Joe Staley, San Francisco; Andrew Whit¬ 
worth, Los Angeles Rams 

GUARDS (3) - T.J. Lang, Detroit; Tral 
Turner, Carolina; Larry Warford, New Or- 

CENTERS (2) - Travis Frederick, Dal¬ 
las: Alex Mack, Atlanta 

DEFENSE (18) 

DEFENSIVE ENDS (3) - Michael Ben¬ 
nett, Seattle; Cameron Jordan, New Or¬ 
leans; Demarcus Lawrence, Dallas 

INTERIOR LINEMEN (3) - Mike Daniels, 
Green Bay; LInval Joseph, Minnesota; 
Gerald McCoy, Tampa Bay 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS (3) - Thomas 
Davis, Carolina; Chandler Jones, Arizona; 
Ryan Kerrigan, Washington 

INSIDE/MIDDLE LINEBACKERS (2) 
— Kwon Alexander, Tampa Bay; Delon 
Jones, Atlanta 

CORNERBACKS (4) - Marshon Latti- 
more. New Orleans; Patrick Peterson, Ar¬ 
izona; Xavier Rhodes, Minnesota; Darius 
Slay, Detroit 

FREE SAFETY (1) - Earl Thomas, Se¬ 
attle 

STRONG SAFETIES (2) - Keanu Neal, 
Atlanta; Harrison Smith, Minnesota 

SPECIALISTS (4) 

PUNTER (1) - Johnny Hekker, Los An¬ 
geles Rams 

PLACEKICKER (1) - Graham Gano, 
Carolina 

LONG SNAPPER (1) - Jake McQuade, 
Los Angeles Rams 

RETURN SPECIALIST (1) - Pharoh Coo¬ 
per, Los Angeles Rams 

SPECIAL TEAMER (1) - Budda Baker, 
Arizona 

Note: Ten players from the two teams 
participating in the Super Bowl, the 
New England Patriots and Philadelphia 
Eagles, were selected to the original 
Pro Bowl roster: quarterback Tom Brady, 
fullback James Develln, tight end Rob 
Gronkowski and special teamer Matthew 
Slater of the Patriots and guard Brandon 
Brooks, interior lineman Fletcher Cox, 
tight end Zach Ertz, strong safety Mal¬ 
colm Jenkins, tackle Lane Johnson and 
quarterback Carson Wentz of the Eagles. 
Safety Devin McCourty and tackle Nate 
Solder of the Patriots were also selected 
as alternates. 

NFL calendar 

Feb. 4 — Super Bowl at Minneapolis. 
Feb. 20 — First day for clubs to desig¬ 
nate franchise or transition players. 

Feb. 27-March 5 — NFL comine in In¬ 
dianapolis. 

March 6 — Deadline for clubs to desig¬ 
nate franchise or transition players. 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK — The 123 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
Ib; Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (5) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (1) - Craig Breslow, Ihp. 
DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybin, of. 

KANSAS CITY (8) - Melky Cabrera, 
of; Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of; 
Alcides Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b: Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (4) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Glen Perkins, Ihp; 
Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (3) - Todd Frazier, 3b; Jai¬ 
me Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh. 
OAKLAND (0) 

SEATTLE (5) — Jarrod Dyson, of; Car¬ 
los Ruiz, c; Danny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (7) - Peter Bourjos, Of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, lb; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, lb. 


TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 
of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (5) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; David Hernandez, 
rhp; J.D. Martinez of; Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (6) - q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, 
rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Koji Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) - Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (6) - Alexi Amarista, inf; 
Carlos Gonzalez, of; Ryan Hanigan, c; q- 
Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c; 
Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethler, of; Franklin Gutierrez, of; 
Chase Utley, 2b; Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

NEW YORK (1) - Jose Reyes, inf. 
PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) - q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - Erick Aybar, ss; Craig 
Stammen, rhp. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b: Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (9) - Matt Albers, rhp; 
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of; 
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Adam Lind, lb; Oliver Perez, Ihp; Ryan 
Raburn, of; Jayson Werth of. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

Major League Baseball 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF 
BASEBALL — Suspended Houston RHP 
Dean Deetz 80 games after testing 
positive for Dehydrochlormethyltes- 
tosterone, a performance-enhancing 
substance, in violation of Major League 
Baseball’s Joint Drug Prevention and 
Treatment Program. Suspended Hous¬ 
ton minor league IB Jonathan Singleton 
(Corpus Christi-Texas) 100 games after a 
third positive test for a drug of abuse in 
violation of the Minor League Drug Pre¬ 
vention and Treatment Program. 

American League 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Signed OF Cur¬ 
tis Granderson to a one-year contract. 

National League 

NEW YORK METS - Promoted Brian 
Chicklo to trainer. Named Jim Cavallini 
director of performance and sports sci¬ 
ence, and Joseph Golia assistant trainer. 
Agreed to terms with INF Ty Kelly on a 
minor league contract. 

BASKETBALL 
NBA G League 

AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS - Acquired 
F DeAndre Daniels from the G League 
available player pool. Acquired the re¬ 
turning player rights to G Cameron Ayers 
and F JayVaughn Pinkston from Maine 
for F Vitto Brown. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Promoted Ja¬ 
son Wahlers to vice president of commu¬ 
nications. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed WR 
Cayleb Jones to a reserve-future con¬ 
tract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BUFFALO SABRES - Recalled D Matt 
Tennyson from Rochester (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned D Joe 
Hicketts and C Dominic Turgeon to Grand 
Rapids (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

COLORADO RAPIDS - Named Ena Pa¬ 
tel director of player personnel. 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Acquired the 
MLS Homegrown Player rights for M 
Eryk Williamson from D.C. United for 
$100,000 General Allocation Money in 
2018, $100,000 Targeted Allocation Mon¬ 
ey in 2019, a 2018 international spot and 
a natural second-round pick in the 2020 
MLS SuperDraft. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS FC - Loaned M 
Aaron Kovar to Los Angeles FC. 

National Women's Soccer League 

WASHINGTON SPIRIT - Acquired G 
Aubrey Bledsoe and a 2019 first-round 
draft pick from Orlando for D Shellna 
Zadorsky. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

USADA — Announced weightllfter 
Alyssa Travis accepted a four-year sanc¬ 
tion for an anti-doping rule violation due 
to her refusal to provide a sample during 
an out-of-competition test on December 
3, 2017. 

COLLEGE 

COLONIAL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION - 

Named Lynn Newton associate commis¬ 
sioner for finance and internal affairs. 

BROWN — Named Ahen Kim volleyball 
coach. 

CHARLESTON SOUTHERN - Named 
Laura Grace Belote assistant volleyball 
coach. 

CREIGHTON - Named Connie Yori as¬ 
sistant women’s basketball coach. 

FLORIDA — Announced RB Jordan 
Scarlett, WR Rick Wells, LB James Hous¬ 
ton and LB Ventrell Miller have cleared 
suspension and are now on active 

ioWA — Named Derrick Foster a; 
tant football coach. 

NYU — Named Andrew Brown w 
en’s volleyball coach. 

OHIO STATE — Promoted Ryan Day of 
fensive coordinator. 

SYRACUSE - Announced RB Abdul Ad 
ams has transferred from Oklahoma. 

UCLA — Named Dana Bible quarter¬ 
backs coach, Roy Manning special teams 
and outside linebackers coach and Vince 
Oghobaase defensive line coach. Re¬ 
tained receivers coach Jimmie Dough 
erty, running backs coach DeShaun Fos¬ 
ter, offensive line coach Hank Fraley and 
tight ends coach Angus McClure. 

WISCONSIN-OSHKOSH - Named Jon 
Ellmann women’s volleyball coach. 


AP sportlight 


Jan. 25 

1894 — Jim Corbett knocks out Char¬ 
ley Mitchell in the third round to retain 
the world heavyweight title. 

1924 — The first Winter Olympics are 
held in Chamonix, France. 

1939 — Joe Louis knocks out John 
Henry Lewis at 2:39 of the first round to 
retain the world heavyweight title. 

1945 — Larry MacPhall, Dan Topping 
and Del Webb purchase the New York 
Yankees for $2.8 million. 

I960 — Wilt Chamberlain of the Phila¬ 
delphia Warriors sets a record for rook¬ 
ies with 58 points in a 127-117 triumph 
over the Detroit Pistons. Chamberlain 
also grabs 42 rebounds. 

1968 — Bob Seagren sets an indoor 
pole vault record in the Millrose Games 
at New York’s Madison Square Garden. 
Seagren’s world record leap is 17 feet, 
4V4 inches. 

1972 — Eddie Woods of Oral Roberts 
grabs 30 rebounds In a 109-95 victory 
over Louisiana Tech. 
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NBA 



Eric Gay/AP 


Cavaliers forward LeBron James shoots past Spurs forward Kyle Anderson during the first half Tuesday 
in San Antonio. James passed the 30,000 career points mark in the first quarter. 

Roundup 


LeBron hits 30K points 

Cavs lose to Spurs; James youngest to reach mark 


Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — LeBron 
James became the youngest play¬ 
er ever with 30,000 career points, 
then got upstaged by the youngest 
player on the court. 

Spurs point guard Dejounte 
Murray — a friend and mentee 
of James — had 19 points, 10 re¬ 
bounds and seven steals to lift 
San Antonio over the slumping 
Cleveland Cavaliers 114-102 on 
Tuesday night. 

“He’s fearless, he’s not im¬ 
pressed,” Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich said of the 21-year-old. 
“He really sets the pace for us. 
He’s a fine defender. He’s learn¬ 
ing how to play the game and 
doing a fine job.” 

Murray, making his second 
start since replacing a healthy 
Tony Parker, needed that forti¬ 
tude while battling James in the 
fourth quarter. He soared for a 
tip follow, then rose to disrupt 
James’ driving layup, which led to 
a three-pointer by Danny Green 
that gave the Spurs a 105-94 lead 
with 4:20 remaining. 

“[Murray] was great,” said 
LaMarcus Aldridge, who had 30 
points for San Antonio after being 
selected as an All-Star reserve 
earlier in the day. 

“He’s very athletic and he 
brings something at that position 
that we haven’t had in a while. 
I was proud of him down the 
stretch. I thought he kind of grew 
up tonight.” 

James had 28 points while 
becoming the seventh member 
of the 30,000-point club, yet he 
couldn’t keep the Cavaliers from 
dropping their 10th in 13 games. 

“I don’t ever fully appreciate 


what I do anytime I accomplish 
something, no matter if it’s a win 
or a loss,” James said. “I’m look¬ 
ing forward to the moment when 
I can be done with the game and 
I can sit back with my family 
and my friends and we can drink 
some wine and talk about all the 
accomplishments that I had and 
feats I was able to accomplish.” 

Murray’s effort helped San 
Antonio push past Cleveland in a 
battle between teams entangled 
in turmoil. 

The Spurs denied reports that 
injured superstar Kawhi Leonard 
is unhappy with how the team 
is handling his right quadriceps 
tendinopathy and wants to be 
traded. 

The Cavaliers, meanwhile, ac¬ 
knowledged reports that they held 
a team meeting to address Kevin 
Love’s early exit due to illness 
from a blowout loss at Oklahoma 
City and his subsequent absence 
from the following day’s practice. 
The airing of grievances eventu¬ 
ally focused on the team’s poor 
play, which included a 148-124 
loss to the Thunder on Saturday. 

“If you’re going to speak out 
and talk, you’ve got to back it up 
and we didn’t do that tonight,” 
Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue 
said. “We talked about that this 
morning.” 

Love said the Cavs have a his¬ 
tory of thriving on chaos, and 
they seemed to put the dysfunc¬ 
tion aside early as James got the 
seven points he needed to reach 
his milestone. 

After missing his first two mid¬ 
range jumpers and a pair of free 
throws, James made two driving 
layups and a 20-footer, and then 
rose above Green for a 19-foot 


jumper with one second remain¬ 
ing in the first quarter to reach 
the mark. The shot put Cleveland 
up 29-25. 

At 33 years and 24 days, James 
is the youngest player to get 
30,000. Kobe Bryant was 34 years 
and 104 days when he got there. 

“It’s just a special moment,” 
James said. “It’s something I 
never set out to do. I’m not even 
a score-first guy when it comes 
to playing basketball. I love get¬ 
ting my teammates involved and 
seeing my teammates be excited 
about scoring and me getting as¬ 
sists. For me to sit here and be 
the youngest player ever to reach 
30,000 ... I put a lot of work into 
my game and it’s been a byprod¬ 
uct of that.” 

Thunder 109, Nets 108: Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook made a go-ahead 
layup with 3.3 seconds left to help 
host Oklahoma City rally from a 
15-point second-half deficit and 
beat Brooklyn. 

The lead changed hands six 
times in the final 2:23. 

Lakers 108, Celtics 107: 
Kyle Kuzma scored 17 of his 28 
points in a phenomenal fourth 
quarter, and surging Los Angeles 
sent visiting Boston to its fourth 
consecutive loss. 

Warriors 123, Knicks 112: 
Stephen Curry scored 17 of his 
32 points in the third quarter to 
go with seven assists and six re¬ 
bounds, and host Golden State 
used a big second half to beat 
New York. 

Kings 105, Magic 99: Garrett 
Temple scored 19 of his career- 
high 34 points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter to lift Sacramento over host 
Orlando. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 34 14 .708 - 

Toronto 31 14 .689 V /2 

Philadelphia 22 21 .512 9 V 2 

New York 21 27 .438 13 

Brooklyn 18 30 .375 16 

Southeast Division 

Miami 27 20 .574 - 

Washington 26 21 .553 1 

Charlotte 19 26 .422 7 

Atlanta 14 32 .304 12'/2 

Orlando 14 33 .298 13 

Centrai Division 

Cleveland 27 19 .587 - 

Indiana 25 22 .532 2'/2 

Milwaukee 24 22 .522 3 

Detroit 22 23 .489 4'/2 

Chicago 18 29 .383 9y2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 33 12 .733 - 

San Antonio 31 18 .633 4 

New Orleans 25 21 .543 8y2 

Memphis 17 29 .370 16y2 

Dallas 16 31 .340 18 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 31 18 .633 - 

Oklahoma City 27 20 .574 3 

Portland 25 22 .532 5 

Denver 24 23 .511 6 

Utah 19 28 .404 11 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 38 10 .792 - 

L.A. Clippers 23 23 .500 14 

L.A. Lakers 18 29 .383 19y2 

Phoenix 17 30 .362 20y2 

Sacramento 14 33 .298 23y2 

Tuesday’s games 
Sacramento 105, Orlando 99 
Oklahoma City 109, Brooklyn 108 
San Antonio 114, Cleveland 102 
Golden State 123, New York 112 
L.A. Lakers 108, Boston 107 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
New Orleans at Charlotte 
Phoenix at Indiana 
Utah at Detroit 
Toronto at Atlanta 
Houston at Dallas 
San Antonio at Memphis 
Minnesota at Portland 
Boston at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
Sacramento at Miami 
Washington at Oklahoma City 
New York at Denver 
Minnesota at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Charlotte 
Indiana at Cleveland 
Utah at Toronto 
Brooklyn at Milwaukee 
Houston at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Memphis 
L.A. Lakers at Chicago 
Philadelphia at San Antonio 
Portland at Dallas 
New York at Phoenix 

Tuesday 

Lakers 108, Celtics 107 

BOSTON — Tatum 1-6 1-2 4, Baynes 0- 
3 0-0 0, Horford 5-11 0-0 13, Irving 13-24 

3-3 33, Brown 4-11 0-0 9, Eddie 0-1 0-0 0, 
Morris 6-11 0-1 13, Theis 2-3 0-0 4, Smart 

7- 13 4-4 22, Rozier 4-7 0-0 9. Totals 42-90 

8- 10 107. 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 2-11 3-4 7, Ran¬ 
dle 6-12 2-3 14, Lopez 5-10 2-3 12, Ennis 
1-4 0-0 2, Caldwell-Pope 2-8 2-4 8, Nance 
Jr. 4-5 3-6 11, Kuzma 10-16 3-5 28, Caruso 
0-4 0-2 0, Clarkson 8-17 6-7 22, Hart 2-4 0-2 
4. Totals 40-91 21-36 108. 

Boston 21 32 21 33-107 

L.A. Lakers 15 30 31 32-108 

Three-point goals—Boston 15-44 
(Smart 4-10, Irving 4-11, Horford 3-5, Ta¬ 
tum 1-3, Rozier 1-3, Morris 1-4, Brown 1-5, 
Theis 0-1, Baynes 0-1, Eddie 0-1), L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 7-26 (Kuzma 5-7, Caldwell-Pope 2-6, 
Ingram 0-1, Caruso 0-2, Hart 0-2, Clark¬ 
son 0-4, Lopez 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Boston 42 (Horford 12), L.A. 
Lakers 51 (Randle 14). Assists—Boston 
22 (Smart 8), L.A. Lakers 18 (Clarkson, 
Ingram 4). Total Fouls—Boston 25, L. ‘ 


Warriors 123, Knicks 112 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 4-12 2-2 11, 
Beasley 8-15 5-5 21, Kanter 6-12 4-4 16, 
Jack 4-9 2-2 13, Lee 8-13 2-4 20, Thomas 

3- 7 0-0 8, McDermott 1-1 0-0 3, Hernan- 
gomez 3-4 2-2 8, Noah 1-1 0-0 2, Burke 2-2 
0-0 4, Ntilikina 3-7 0-0 6, Baker 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 43-83 17-19 112. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 4-10 4-4 14, 
Green 5-9 0-0 12, Pachulia 5-6 3-3 13, 
Curry 9-19 6-6 32, Thompson 4-10 1-2 9, 
Casspi 0-1 0-0 0, West 5-6 2-2 12, Looney 

4- 5 0-0 8, McGee 1-1 0-0 2, Livingston 4-8 
1-1 9, Iguodala 2-2 1-2 5, Young 2-5 0-0 5, 
McCaw 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 46-83 18-20 123. 

New York 31 29 26 26-112 

Golden State 21 37 37 28-123 

Three-point goals—New York 9-22 
(Jack 3-3, Thomas 2-4, Lee 2-6, McDer¬ 
mott 1-1, Hardaway Jr. 1-6, Ntilikina 0-1, 
Beasley 0-1), Golden State 13-30 (Curry 
8-15, Green 2-3, Durant 2-5, Young 1-4, 
Thompson 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—New York 38 (Kanter 9), Golden 
State 36 (Curry 6). Assists—New York 
28 (Jack 6), Golden State 40 (Durant 14). 
Total Fouls—New York 20, Golden State 
16. Technicals—New York coach Jeff 
Hornacek, Durant 2. Ejected —Durant. 
A-19,596 (19,596). 


Thunder 109, Nets 108 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 3-11 4-6 13, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 4-9 3-4 11, Zeller 2-3 0-0 4, 
Dinwiddle 4-9 2-2 13, Crabbe 5-13 0-0 12, 
Acy 3-6 0-0 7, Okafor 1-2 2-2 4, Allen 4-6 
3-6 12, Russell 2-6 2-2 7, Harris 7-10 0-0 19, 
LeVert 2-4 2-3 6. Totals 37-79 18-25 108. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-20 9-11 
28, Anthony 4-12 2-2 10, Adams 3-12 0-2 

6, Westbrook 12-27 8-11 32, Roberson 1-2 
1-4 3, Huestis 1-2 0-0 3, Grant 1-3 0-0 2, 
Patterson 2-3 0-0 6, Felton 6-8 0-0 14, Fer¬ 
guson 1-5 2-2 5. Totals 40-94 22-32 109. 

Brooklyn 26 33 26 23-108 

Oklahoma City 30 17 27 35-109 

Three-point goals—Brooklyn 16-38 
(Harris 5-5, Dinwiddle 3-6, Carroll 3-8, 
Crabbe 2-8, Allen 1-1, Russell 1-4, Acy 1- 

4, Hollis-Jefferson 0-1, LeVert 0-1), Okla¬ 
homa City 7-25 (Patterson 2-2, Felton 2- 

2, Huestis 1-2, Ferguson 1-5, George 1-7, 
Grant 0-1, Anthony 0-2, Westbrook 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 
45 (Allen 11), Oklahoma City 50 (Adams 
14). Assists-Brooklyn 27 (Dinwiddle 7), 
Oklahoma City 12 (Westbrook 6). Total 
Fouls—Brooklyn 25, Oklahoma City 18. 
A-18,203 (18,203). 

Spurs 114, Cavaiiers 102 

CLEVELAND - James 10-23 6-10 28, 
Crowder 4-6 2-2 13, Love 4-8 2-2 10, Thom¬ 
as 3-9 8-9 14, Smith 0-4 0-0 0, Osman 0-0 
0-0 0, J.Green 3-4 2-2 8, Thompson 3-4 2-2 
8, Rose 1-1 4-4 6, Shumpert 0-1 0-0 0, Kor- 
ver 1-4 0-0 3, Wade 6-8 0-0 12. Totals 35-72 
26-31 102. 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 5-10 0-0 
10, Aldridge 12-18 6-7 30, Bertans 4-9 3-3 
13, Murray 8-15 3-4 19, D.Green 3-11 0-0 

7, Hilliard 0-0 0-0 0, Lauvergne 2-3 0-2 4, 
Forbes 3-8 0-0 8, Parker 7-12 0-0 14, Mills 

3- 7 0-0 9, Paul 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 47-94 12- 
16 114. 

Cleveland 29 26 26 21-102 

San Antonio 25 38 26 25-114 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 6-21 
(Crowder 3-4, James 2-6, Korver 1-4, 
Shumpert 0-1, Love 0-1, Thomas 0-2, 
Smith 0-3), San Antonio 8-28 (Mills 3- 

5, Forbes 2-6, Bertans 2-7, D.Green 1-7, 
Parker 0-1, Paul 0-1, Aldridge 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Cleveland 41 
(Love 11), San Antonio 45 (Anderson 12). 
Assists—Cleveland 19 (James 7), San An¬ 
tonio 23 (Parker 6). Total Fouls—Cleve¬ 
land 14, San Antonio 19. Technicals—San 
Antonio coach Spurs (Too Many Players). 
A-18,418 (18,418). 

Kings 105, Magic 99 

SACRAMENTO - Bogdanovic 4-12 0-0 

8, Cauley-Stein 9-18 3-4 21, Labissiere 3-5 

4- 5 10, Fox 3-6 0-0 7, Carter 1-7 2-2 4, Jack- 
son 2-4 0-0 4, Papagiannis 0-2 0-0 0, Ran¬ 
dolph 0-0 0-0 0, Temple 14-17 2-2 34, Hield 

5- 10 0-0 13, Richardson 2-6 0-0 4. Totals 
43-87 11-13 105. 

ORLANDO - Simmons 5-9 1-1 14, Gor¬ 
don 6-17 2-3 16, Biyombo 2-5 0-0 4, Payton 

9-14 2-3 21, Fournier 7-17 6-6 22, Iwundu 
1-2 0-0 3, Speights 0-2 0-0 0, Birch 1-4 1-2 

3, Mack 1-3 2-2 4, Augustin 3-6 2-2 10, He- 
zonja 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 36-83 16-19 99. 

Sacramento 28 24 25 28-105 

Orlando 27 26 29 17- 99 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 8-26 
(Temple 4-7, Hield 3-6, Fox 1-1, Jackson 0- 
2, Richardson 0-2, Bogdanovic 0-4, Carter 
0-4), Orlando 11-31 (Simmons 3-5, Augus¬ 
tin 2-3, Gordon 2-7, Fournier 2-10, Pay- 
ton 1-1, Iwundu 1-1, Hezonja 0-1, Mack 
0-1, Speights 0-2). Fouled Out—Biyombo. 
Rebounds—Sacramento 44 (Labissiere, 
Cauley-Stein 9), Orlando 40 (Gordon 12). 
Assists—Sacramento 24 (Carter 6), Or¬ 
lando 23 (Payton 7). Total Fouls—Sacra¬ 
mento 15, Orlando 17. A-18,846 (18,846). 

2018 Aii-Star Game roster 

All-star Game; Feb. 18 
At Staples Center 
Los Angeles 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Starters 

LeBron James, Cleveland; Giannis An- 
tetokounmpo, Milwaukee; Joel Embiid, 
Philadelphia; Kyrie Irving, Boston; DeMar 
DeRozan, Toronto. 

Bradley Beal, Washington Wizards; Al 
Horford, Boston; Levin Love, Cleveland; 
Kyle Lowry, Toronto; Victor Oladipo, Indi¬ 
ana; Kristaps Porzingis, New York; John 
Wall, Washington. 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Kevin Durant, Golden State; Anthony 
Davis, New Orleans; DeMarcus Cousins, 
New Orleans; Stephen Curry, Golden 
State; James Harden, Houston. 

Reserves 

LaMarcus Aldridge, San Antonio; Jim¬ 
my Butler, Minnesota; Draymond Green, 
Golden State; Damian Lillard, Portland; 
Klay Thompson, Golden State; Karl-An- 
thony Towns, Minnesota; Russell West¬ 
brook; Oklahoma City. 

Calendar 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18 — All-Star weekend, Los 
Angeles. 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth Invitational 
Tournament (Portsmouth, Va.). 

April 11 — Regular Season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — NBA draft early entry eligi¬ 
bility deadline (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 - NBA Finals begin. 

June 11 — NBA Draft early entry en¬ 
trant withdrawal deadline (5 p.m. EDT) 
June 17 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 
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Warriors tie record with fourth All-Star 


Thompson, Green selected as reserves; Wizards, T-Wolves each get two 

By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Wizards guard John Wall, right, 
shoots against Pistons center Andre 
Drummond. Wall was picked as an All- 
Star reserve Tuesday. Drummond, the 
NBA rebound leader, was not chosen. 


NEW YORK — Stephen Curry will be 
able to stock his All-Star roster with plenty 
of Golden State teammates. 

Klay Thompson and Draymond Green 
were chosen as reserves Tuesday, giving the 
defending NBA champions a record-tying 
four All-Stars for the second straight year. 

The Minnesota Timberwolves and Wash¬ 
ington Wizards also had two reserves se¬ 
lected, and they will go into the pool of 
players that Curry and fellow captain LeB- 
ron James can draft to comprise the teams 
for the Feb. 18 game in Los Angeles. Their 
rosters will be unveiled Thursday, though 
the selection process won’t be televised. 

Minnesota’s Jimmy Butler and Karl-An- 
thony Towns were chosen from the Western 
Conference, along with Oklahoma City’s 


Russell Westbrook, San Antonio’s LaMarcus 
Aldridge and Portland’s Damian Lillard. 

Besides Washington’s John Wall and 
Bradley Beal, the rest of the Eastern Con¬ 
ference reserves were Boston’s A1 Horford, 
Cleveland’s Kevin Love, New York’s Kri- 
staps Porzingis, Toronto’s Kyle Lowry and 
Indiana’s Victor Oladipo. 

The starters were announced last week. 
Curry and the Warriors’ Kevin Durant 
joined Houston’s James Harden and New 
Orleans’ Anthony Davis and DeMarcus 
Cousins from the West, while the East 
players besides James were Milwaukee’s 
Giannis Antetokounmpo, Boston’s Kyrie Ir¬ 
ving, Toronto’s DeMar DeRozan and Phila¬ 
delphia’s Joel Embiid. 

James and Curry earned the captain 
spots by being the leading vote-getters in 
fan balloting in each conference. They will 
not have to stick to conference affiliation 


when drafting their teams. 

James will have the first pick after re¬ 
ceiving the most total votes. After the start¬ 
ers are chosen, Curry will have the first 
pick among the reserves. 

Beal, Oladipo, Porzingis and Towns were 
all first-time selections. Every other re¬ 
serve will be making at least his third All- 
Star appearance. 

The reserves were voted upon by the 
head coaches in each conference, who had 
to select two guards, three frontcourt play¬ 
ers and two other players regardless of posi¬ 
tion. They were prohibited from voting for 
their own players. 

Players having strong seasons who didn’t 
make the cut included Detroit’s Andre 
Drummond, the NBA’s leading rebounder. 
Clippers guard Lou Williams, Houston’s 
Chris Paul and Oklahoma City’s Paul 
George. 


Top 25 roundup 

Young scores 26 to lift Sooners over No. 5 Kansas 



Garett Fisbeck/AP 


Oklahoma’s Trae Young, back, drives the ball past Kansas’s Udoka Azubuike during the second half 
Tuesday in Norman, Okla. No. 12 Oklahoma beat the No. 5 Jayhawks 85-80. 


Associated Press 

NORMAN, Okla.—Trae Young 
vowed to make changes after his 
spectacular, yet inefficient game 
against Oklahoma State. 

He wasn’t kidding. 

Oklahoma’s fabulous freshman 
point guard had 26 points on just 
nine field-goal attempts, and the 
12th-ranked Sooners rallied to 
beat the fifth-ranked Jayhawks 
85-80 on Tuesday night. 

Young scored 48 points against 
Oklahoma State, but he took 39 
shots and missed potential game¬ 
winning three-pointers at the 
end of regulation and overtime 
in a loss. Before that, he turned 
the ball over 12 times in a loss to 
Kansas State. 

“The way I played at OSU — I 
was overly aggressive at OSU,” 
Young said. “I think tonight, I 
managed the game a lot better. I 
got back to the way I was playing 
before last week and even before 
K-State. I managed the game a lot 
better and teammates did a great 
job of making plays, too.” 

Kansas coach Bill Self was 
impressed with the way Young 
adjusted. 

“Kid played great,” Self said. 
“I mean he got 26 points on nine 
shots. That’s very impressive for 
a guard, and he was very under 
control and seemed to make the 
vast m^ority of the right plays for 
his team.” 

Christian James scored 15 
points and Brady Manek added 
14 for the Sooners (15-4, 5-3 Big 
12), who won their 13th straight 
at home. 

Svi Mykhailiuk scored 24 
points and Malik Newman added 
20 for Kansas (16-4, 6-2), which 
had won five straight. 

Devonte’ Graham, Kansas’ 
leading scorer, finished with 11 
points on 4-for-19 shooting. 

“I just missed shots,” Graham 
said. “I told the guys in the locker 


room that you could put this one 
on me because I felt like I let 
the team down today. I had good 
open shots, but I was just missing 
them.” 

Kansas led for most of the sec¬ 
ond half before Young made two 
critical, unselfish plays. James’ 
three-pointer with 1:09 remain¬ 
ing on an assist from Young put 
the Sooners up 82-80. Manek 
later drained a three-pointer, also 
on an assist from Young, to make 
it 85-80 with 25 seconds to play. 

“It’s in Trae’s hands to make 
a read and decision and create,” 


Oklahoma coach Lon Kruger 
said. “We did that all night, re¬ 
ally. He made a good play to find 
Christian and Christian jumped 
in there and knocked it down. 
Brady did the same thing on the 
next possession. Two big shots.” 

Oklahoma effectively limited 
Kansas center Udoka Azubuike. 
The 7-footer scored nine points, 
all in the second half He played 
with foul trouble and made just 1 
of 7 free throws. 

No. Villanova 89, Providence 
69: Eric Paschall scored 17 
points to lead the host Wildcats. 


Villanova (19-1, 6-1 Big East) 
placed six players in double fig¬ 
ures in its sixth straight win. 
Omari Spellman scored 16 points 
and Jalen Brunson finished with 
15 on 5-for-15 shooting. 

No. 2 Virginia 61, No. 18 
Clemson 36: Devon Hall scored 
14 points, Kyle Guy had 12 and 
the host Cavaliers broke open a 
close game with a 22-2 run in the 
second half 

Virginia (19-1, 8-0 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) allowed its few¬ 
est points of the season. It leads 
the nation in scoring defense. 


Gabe DeVoe scored 11 points, 
all in the first 12 minutes, and 
was the only player in double 
figures for the Tigers (16-4, 5-3). 
They managed just 13 points in 
the second half 

No. 4 Duke 84, Wake Forest 
70: Wendell Carter Jr. had 23 
points and 12 rebounds, powering 
the Blue Devils to the road win. 

Marvin Bagley III had 16 
points and 11 rebounds for Duke 
(18-2, 6-2 Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence), which built a 20-point lead 
with its defense and kept Wake 
Forest at arm’s length the rest of 
the way. 

The Blue Devils matched a 
season high by forcing 21 turn¬ 
overs —15 in the first half — and 
turned them into 34 points. 

No. 14 Texas Tech 75, Okla¬ 
homa State 70: Keenan Evans 
scored 26 points, and the host 
Red Raiders rallied from a 15- 
point deficit. 

Evans hit a three-pointer with 
3:52 left that put Texas Tech 
ahead to stay. That came only 40 
seconds after his rebound and 
assist to Jarrett Culver, whose 
breakaway dunk gave the Red 
Raiders (16-4, 5-3 Big 12) their 
first lead since the first half 

No. 22 Tennessee 67, Vander¬ 
bilt 62: Jordan Bowden scored 
19 points, Lamonte’ Turner hit a 
huge three-pointer and the host 
Volunteers held on for their fifth 
win in six games. 

Tennessee (14-5, 5-3 South¬ 
eastern Conference) withstood a 
brilliant performance from Van¬ 
derbilt’s Riley LaChance, who 
scored each of his 25 points in the 
second half 

After trailing 41-21 with 14 Vi 
minutes left, Vanderbilt (7-13, 2- 
6) cut Tennessee’s lead to 60-58 
when Jeff Roberson made one of 
two free throws with 1:19 remain¬ 
ing. Turner answered by sinking 
a three-pointer with 1:03 left. 
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Roundup 

Canadiens halt 
Avs' streak at 10 

Colorado hadn’t lost since Dec. 27 


Associated Press 

MONTREAL — Jonathan Dr- 
ouin had a goal and two assists, 
and the Montreal Canadiens 
ended Colorado’s 10-game win¬ 
ning streak Tuesday night with a 
4-2 victory over the Avalanche. 

Nicolas Deslauriers, Alex Gal- 
chenyuk and Brendan Gallagher 
also scored for the Canadiens. 
Carey Price made 20 saves for his 
14th win of the season. 

Nathan MacKinnon and J.T. 
Compher scored late in the third 
period for the Avalanche, who lost 
for the first time in 2018. Colora¬ 
do’s previous defeat came against 
Arizona on Dec. 27. 

Jonathan Bernier stopped 36 
shots but dropped to 0-7-2 in 
Montreal. The former Toronto 
Maple Leafs goalie is 1-10-3 vs. 
the Canadiens. 

Montreal outshot Colorado 40- 
22 and won for only the second 
time in six games. 

The Avalanche were coming 
off a 4-2 win Monday night in To¬ 
ronto and their legs looked heavy 
to start the game. Colorado fired 
just five shots on Price in the 
first, none too dangerous. 

After a scoreless opening peri¬ 
od, Deslauriers put the Canadiens 
in front at 5:42 of the second. Dr- 
ouin’s shot was blocked by Mark 
Barberio, but Deslauriers got his 
stick on the loose puck in the slot 
and beat Bernier through his legs 
for his career-best seventh of the 
season. 

Bruins 3, Devils 2: Brad 
Marchand had a goal and an as¬ 
sist, and host Boston kept surging 
toward the All-Star break with a 
win over New Jersey. 

Lightning 4, Predators 3 (OT): 
Yanni Gourde scored 1:45 into 
overtime to give visiting Tampa 
Bay a victory over Nashville. 


Flyers 3 , Red Wings 2 (OT): 

Travis Konecny scored 27 sec¬ 
onds into overtime to lift visiting 
Philadelphia over Detroit. 

Penguins 3, Hurricanes 1: 
Dominik Simon and Jean-Se- 
bastien Dea scored 76 seconds 
apart in the second period, fel¬ 
low rookie Casey DeSmith made 
34 saves and host Pittsburgh beat 
Carolina. 

Blues 3, Senators 0: Carter 
Hutton made 25 saves for his 10th 
career shutout and host St. Louis 
got goals from Vladimir Sobotka 
and Vladimir Tarasenko to beat 
struggling Ottawa. 

Stars 6, Panthers 1: Alexan¬ 
der Radulov had two goals and 
an assist to lead host Dallas past 
Florida in a penalty-filled game. 

Sabres 5, Oilers 0: Jack Eichel 
had a goal and three assists, Ryan 
O’Reilly scored twice and visiting 
Buffalo earned an easy win over 
Edmonton. 

Golden Knights 6, Blue 
Jackets 3: William Karlsson 
scored two goals against his for¬ 
mer team, Marc-Andre Fleury 
stopped 29 shots and host Vegas 
beat Columbus. 

Ducks 6, Rangers 3: Andrew 
Cogliano and Adam Henrique 
capped host Anaheim’s four-goal 
first period against slumping 
New York. 

Jets 5, Sharks 4 (OT): Bryan 
Little scored his second goal of 
the game 18 seconds into over¬ 
time, lifting visiting Winnipeg 
over San Jose. 

Canucks 6, Kings 2: Loui Er¬ 
iksson led his team’s early out¬ 
burst with two goals and an assist 
in the first six minutes. Brock 
Boeser scored twice in the sec¬ 
ond period and host Vancouver 
cruised past Los Angeles. 



Graham Hughes, The Canadian Press/AP 


Canadians center Jonathan Drouin, right, scores against Colorado 
Avalanche goaltender Jonathan Bernier, left, as defenseman Erik 
Johnson defends during the third period Tuesday in Montreal. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Florida 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


47 19 20 8 

48 20 22 6 

46 19 21 6 


Metropoiitan Division 


Western Conference 


Centrai Division 


Winnipeg 
Nashville 
St. Louis 
Dallas 
Colorado 


Vegas 
San Jose 

Calgary __ _ __ 

Los Angeles 48 25 18 5 55 137 120 

Anaheim 49 23 17 9 55 137 138 

Edmonton 48 21 24 3 45 131 154 

Vancouver 48 19 23 6 44 127 155 

Arizona 49 12 28 9 33 117 170 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Detroit 3, New Jersey 0 
Colorado 4, Toronto 2 
Minnesota 3, Ottawa 1 
Tampa Bay 2, Chicago 0 
Buffalo 2, Calgary 1, OT 
Arizona 3, N.Y. Islanders 2, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
Pittsburgh 3, Carolina 1 
Boston 3, New Jersey 2 
Philadelphia 3, Detroit 2, OT 
Montreal 4, Colorado 2 
St. Louis 3, Ottawa 0 
Tampa Bay 4, Nashville 3, OT 
Dallas 6, Florida 1 
Buffalo 5, Edmonton 0 
Vegas 6, Columbus 3 
Anaheim 6, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Vancouver 6, Los Angeles 2 
Winnipeg 5, San Jose 4, OT 
Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Chicago 
Los Angeles at Calgary 

Thursday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at Pittsburgh 
Nashville at New Jersey 
Boston at Ottawa 
Chicago at Detroit 
Washington at Florida 
Carolina at Montreal 
Colorado at St. Louis 
Toronto at Dallas 
Columbus at Arizona 
Calgary at Edmonton 
Buffalo at Vancouver 
N.Y. Islanders at Vegas 


Tuesday 

Golden Knights 6, 

Blue Jackets 3 

Columbus 1 1 1—3 

Vegas 1 3 2-6 

First Period—1, Vegas, Karlsson 26 
(Marchessault, Engelland), 8:22. 2, Co¬ 
lumbus, Nutivaara3 (Foligno), 15:57. 

Second Period—3, Columbus, Ander¬ 
son 15 (Panarin, Jones), 6:46. 4, Vegas, 
Miller 7 (Marchessault, Schmidt), 7:59. 
5, Vegas, Hunt 1 (Neal, Theodore), 9:47 
(pp). 6, Vegas, Neal 22 (Haula, Perron), 
12:15. 

Third Period—7, Vegas, Karlsson 27 
(Hunt, Theodore), 9:21. 8, Columbus, Cal¬ 
vert 6 (Foligno, Wennberg), 12:53. 9, Ve¬ 
gas, Haula 16 (Perron, Hunt), 18:58 (pp). 

Shots on Goai—Columbus 14-7-11—32. 
Vegas 13-20-5-38. 

Power-piay opportunities—Columbus 
0 of 3; Vegas 2 of 3. 

Goaiies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 21-15- 
3 (37 shots-32 saves). Vegas, Fleury 12- 
3-2 (32-29). 

A-18,231 (17,367). T-2:35. 

Lightning 4, Predators 3 (OT) 

Tampa Bay 2 0 1 1—4 

Nashviiie 2 10 0-3 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Kunitz 7, 
6:24. 2, Nashville, Ellis 3 (Josi, Sissons), 
7:28 (pp). 3, Nashville, Arvidsson 14 (Ab- 
erg, Irwin), 9:11. 4, Tampa Bay, Namest- 
nikov 16 (Stamkos, Kunitz), 10:48. 

Second Period—5, Nashville, Subban 
11 (Ekholm, Johansen), 19:10 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Tampa Bay, Stamkos 
18 (Koekkoek, Kunitz), 17:48. 

Overtime—7, Tampa Bay, Gourde 16 
(Namestnikov), 1:45. 

Shots on Goai—Tampa Bay 7-12-9-3— 
31. Nashville 14-11-6-2-33. 

Power-piay opportunities—Tampa 

Bay Oof 2; Nashville 2 of 3. 

Goaiies—Tampa Bay, Domingue 2-6-0 
(33 shots-30 saves). Nashville, Saros 5- 
3-4 (31-27). 

A-17,332 (17,113). T-2:37. 



Bay Lightning during Tuesday’s 
game in Nashville, Tenn. 

Penguins 3, Hurricanes 1 

Caroiina 0 1 0—1 

Pittsburgh 0 2 1-3 

Second Period—1, Carolina, Ryan 
10 (Stempniak, van Riemsdyk), 7:14. 2, 
Pittsburgh, Simon 2 (Crosby, Sheary), 
8:03. 3, Pittsburgh, Dea 1 (KuhnhackI, 
Rust), 9:19. 

Third Period—4, Pittsburgh, Guentzel 
15 (Kessel, Sheahan), 11:02. 

Shots on Goai-Carolina 11-13-11-35. 
Pittsburgh 16-10-7-33. 

Power-piay opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 2; Pittsburgh 0 of 1. 

Goaiies-Carolina, Ward 12-6-2 (33 
shots-30 saves). Pittsburgh, DeSmith 2- 
2-0 (35-34). 

A-18,421 (18,387). T-2:30. 

Fiyers 3, Red Wings 2 (OT) 

Phiiadeiphia 0 2 0 1-3 

Detroit 10 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Detroit, Ericsson 2 
(Glendening), 10:42. 

Second Period—2, Philadelphia, Mac¬ 
Donald 2 (Voracek), 1:10. 3, Philadelphia, 
Voracek 9 (Giroux, Couturier), 19:23 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Detroit, Nielsen 11 
(Glendening, Tatar), 10:44. 

Overtime—5, Philadelphia, Konecny 9 
(Couturier), 0:27. 

Shots on Goai—Philadelphia 5-18-7- 
1-31. Detroit 4-7-10-21. 

Power-piay opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia! of 2; Detroit Oof 2. 

Goaiies—Philadelphia, Elliott 19-11-7 
(21 shots-19 saves). Detroit, Mrazek 5-5- 
2 (31-28). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:30. 

Canadiens 4, Avalanche 2 

Coiorado 0 0 2—2 

Montreal 0 2 2-4 

Second Period—1, Montreal, Deslauri¬ 
ers 7 (Galchenyuk, Drouin), 5:42. 2, Mon¬ 
treal, Galchenyuk 12 (Byron, Drouin), 7:58 
(pp). 

Third Period—3, Montreal, Drouin 7 
(AIzner, Petry), 12:36. 4, Colorado, MacK¬ 
innon 24 (Johnson, Landeskog), 14:11. 5, 
Montreal, Gallagher 17 (Plekanec), 18:24. 
6, Colorado, Compher 8 (Yakupov), 19:48. 

Shots on Goai-Colorado 5-7-10-22. 
Montreal 10-12-18-40. 

Power-piay opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 4; Montreal 1 of 4. 

Goaiies—Colorado, Bernier 14-8-1 (39 
shots-36 saves). Montreal, Price 14-16-4 
(22-20). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:24. 

Blues 3, Senators 0 

Ottawa 0 0 0-0 

St. Louis 1 0 2-3 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Sobotka 9 
(Bortuzzo, Schenn), 16:21. 

Third Period—2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 
21 (Parayko, Brodziak), 6:10. 3, St. Louis, 
Schenn 20 (Steen, Pietrangelo), 17:34. 

Shots on Goai-Ottawa 8-8-9-25. St. 
Louis 14-11-16-41. 

Power-piay opportunities—Ottawa 0 
of 4; St. Louis 0 of 3. 

Goaiies—Ottawa, Anderson 12-16-5 
(40 shots-38 saves). St. Louis, Hutton 11- 
4-1 (25-25). 

A-18,505 (19,150). T-2:26. 

Bruins 3, Devils 2 

New Jersey 0 2 0—2 

Boston 0 3 0—3 

Second Period—1, New Jersey, Wood 
13 (Butcher, Hischier), 2:05. 2, Boston, 
Nash 7 (Heinen), 7:03. 3, New Jersey, Sev¬ 
erson 7 (Johansson, Zacha), 9:03. 4, Bos¬ 
ton, Bergeron 20 (Marchand, Krug), 12:53 
(pp). 5, Boston, Marchand 21 (Pastrnak), 
19:27. 

Shots on Goai—New Jersey 20-7-12— 
39. Boston 9-11-4-24. 

Power-piay opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 4; Boston 1 of 4. 

Goaiies—New Jersey, Appleby 0-0-0 
(4 shots-4 saves), Schneider 17-11-6 (20- 
17). Boston, Rask 18-8-4 (39-37). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:45. 


Stars 6, Panthers 1 

Florida 0 1 0-1 

Dallas 1 2 3-6 

First Period—1, Dallas, Shore 6 (Kling- 
berg, Lindell), 15:45 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Dallas, Benn 20 
(Radulov, Pateryn), 6:43. 3, Dallas, Radu¬ 
lov 19 (Spezza, Seguin), 9:57 (pp). 4, Flor¬ 
ida, Ekblad 9 (Bj’ugstad, Malgin), 15:47 
(pp). 

Third Period—5, Dallas, Janmark 13 
(Shore, Klingberg), 5:16. 6, Dallas, Radu¬ 
lov 20,12:06. 7, Dallas, Pitlick 9 (Roussel, 
Hamhuls), 12:26. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 9-12-13-34. 
Dallas 12-12-15-39. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 6; Dallas 2 of 6. 

Goalies-Florida, Reimer 13-12-5 (3 
shots-3 saves), Sateri 0-2-0 (36-30). Dal¬ 
las, Bishop 21-12-3 (34-33). 

A-17,987 (18,532). T-2:40. 

Sabres 5, Oilers 0 

1 4 0-5 

_ 0 0 0-0 

First Period—1, Buffalo, Reinhart 9 
(Eichel, Ristolainen), 14:56 (pp). 

Second Period-2, Buffalo, O’Reilly 
12 (Reinhart, Wilson), 0:17. 3, Buffalo, 
Girgensons 4 (Okposo, Eichel), 7:25. 4, 
Buffalo, Eichel 20 (Okposo, Ristolainen), 
11:39 (pp). 5, Buffalo, O’Reilly 13 (Eichel, 
Reinhart), 17:25 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Buffalo 15-12-7—34. 
Edmonton 8-13-12-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 3 
of 4; Edmonton 0 of 2. 

Goalies-Buffalo, Lehner 10-18-6 (33 
shots-33 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 17-17- 
2 (22-18), Montoya 3-1-0 (12-11). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:26. 

Ducks 6, Rangers 3 

N.Y. Rangers 2 1 0-3 

Anaheim 4 0 2-6 

First Period—1, Anaheim, Brown 2, 
3:25. 2, N.Y Rangers, Nash 14 (Buchnev- 
ich, Zuccarello), 11:09 (pp). 3, Anaheim, 
Perry 8 (Fowler, Getzlaf), 13:23 (pp). 4, N.Y 
Rangers, Nash 15 (DeAngelo, Zibanejad), 
15:14. 5, Anaheim, Cogliano 6 (Lindholm, 
Manson), 16:21. 6, Anaheim, Henrique 12 
(Getzlaf), 18:38 (sh). 

Second Period—7, N.Y. Rangers, Grab- 
ner 21 (Zibanejad), 15:53 (sh). 

Third Period—8 , Anaheim, Rakell 18 
(Perry, Fowler), 0:30 (pp). 9, Anaheim, 
Getzlaf 6 (Montour), 17:39. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 18-14- 
12—44. Anaheim 8-14-9—31. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 3; Anaheim 2 of 6. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Pavelec 3-7-1 
(23 shots-21 saves), Lundqvist 21-13-4 (7- 
4). Anaheim, Gibson 17-14-5 (44-41). 

A-16,763 (17,174). T-2:31. 

Canucks 6, Kings 2 

Los Angeles 1 1 0—2 

Vancouver 4 2 0—6 

First Period—1, Vancouver, Eriksson 

7 (Vanek), 1:02. 2, Vancouver, Eriksson 

8 (Horvat), 3:50. 3, Vancouver, Vanek 14 
(Eriksson), 5:49. 4, Los Angeles, lafallo 
4 (Brown, Kopitar), 8:01. 5, Vancouver, 
Baertschi 10 (Vanek, Del Zotto), 10:02 
(pp). 

Second Period—6 , Vancouver, Boeser 
23 (Horvat, Edier), 4:21 (pp). 7, Los Ange¬ 
les, Kopitar 19 (Muzzin, Doughty), 5:48 
(pp). 8, Vancouver, Boeser 24 (Gagner, 
Edier), 7:57 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 7-13-12— 
32. Vancouver 15-8-12-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 5; Vancouver 3 of 7. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Kuemper 5-1-3 
(16 shots-15 saves). Quick 20-17-2 (19- 
14). Vancouver, Markstrom 13-15-5 (32- 
30). 

A-18,865 (18,910). T-2:41. 

Jets 5, Sharks 4 (OT) 

Winnipeg 3 0 11-5 

San Jose 12 1 0-4 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Perreault 15 
(Little, Ehlers), 0:18. 2, Winnipeg, Armia 8 
ftrouba, Copp), 4:32. 3, Winnipeg, Little 

9 (Myers, Perreault), 11:56 (pp). 4, San 
Jose, Pavelski 10,19:14. 

Second Period—5, San Jose, Couture 
18 (Ward, Dillon), 9:38. 6, San Jose, Tier¬ 
ney 12 (Thornton, Burns), 13:25 (pp). 

Third Period—7, Winnipeg, Armia 9 
(Myers, Tanev), 11:38. 8, San Jose, Meier 
11 (Pavelski, Vlasic), 15:20. 

Overtime—9, Winnipeg, Little 10 
(Ehlers, Byfuglien), 0:18. 

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 6-11-5-1—23. 
San Jose 9-14-10-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
1 of 3; San Jose 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 26-6-6 
(33 shots-29 saves). San Jose, Dell 12-3-3 
(23-18). 

A-17,237 (17,562). T-2:24. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday, Jan. 23 

GP G A PTS 

Nikita Kucherov,TB 48 27 34 61 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 47 24 36 60 

John Tavares, NYI 49 26 31 57 

Steven Stamkos, TB 48 18 38 56 

Claude Giroux, PHI 48 14 42 56 

Phil Kessel, PIT 50 21 34 55 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 47 15 40 55 

Jakub Voracek, PHI 48 9 46 55 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 49 14 40 54 

Josh Bailey, NYI 45 12 42 54 

Connor McDavid, EDM 48 15 38 53 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 50 17 35 52 
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GYMNASTICS/SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

Doctor gets 40-175 years for sex assaults 


Judge: ‘It is my honor to sentence you 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Larry Nassar sits with attorney Matt Newbui^ during his sentencing 
hearing Wednesday in Lansing, Mich. The former sports doctor who 
admitted molesting some of the nation's top gymnasts for years was 
sentenced to 40 to 175 years in prison. 


By David Eggert 

And Mike Householder 

Associated Press 

LANSING, Mich. — The for¬ 
mer sports doctor who admitted 
molesting some of the nation’s 
top gymnasts for years was sen¬ 
tenced Wednesday to 40 to 175 
years in prison as the judge de¬ 
clared: “I just signed your death 
warrant.” 

The sentence capped a remark¬ 
able seven-day hearing in which 
scores of Larry Nassar’s victims 
were able to confront him face to 
face in a Michigan courtroom. 

Judge Rosemarie Aquilina said 
Nassar’s “decision to assault was 
precise, calculated, manipulative, 
devious, despicable.” 

“It is my honor and privilege to 
sentence you. You do not deserve 
to walk outside a prison ever 
again. You have done nothing 
to control those urges and any¬ 
where you walk, destruction will 
occur to those most vulnerable,” 
Aquilina said. 

When the hearing ended, the 
courtroom broke into applause. 

A prosecutor said Nassar found 
competitive gymnastics to be a 
“perfect place” for his crimes be¬ 
cause victims saw him as a “god” 
in the sport. 

“It takes some kind of sick 
perversion to not only assault a 
child but to do so with her parent 
in the room,” prosecutor Angela 
Povilaitis said. “To do so while a 
lineup of eager young gymnasts 
waited.” 

She described the “breadth and 
ripple” of Nassar’s sexual abuse 
as “nearly infinite.” 

“What does it say about our so¬ 
ciety that victims of sexual abuse 
have to hide their pain for years 
when they did nothing wrong? 


What does it say about our society 
when victims do come forward 
... and are treated as liars until 
proven true?” Povilaitis said. 

Nassar turned to the courtroom 
gallery to make a brief statement, 
saying that the accounts of more 
than 150 victims had “shaken me 
to my core.” He said “no words” 
can describe how sorry he is for 
his crimes. 

“I will carry your words with 
me for the rest of my days” he said 
as many of his accusers wept. 

He faces a minimum prison 
term of 25 to 40 years. 

One of the first athletes to pub¬ 
licly accuse Nassar of sexual as¬ 
sault was the last victim to offer 
statements at his sentencing 
hearing. 

Rachael Denhollander is a 
Kentucky lawyer who stepped 
forward in 2016 after the sports’ 
governing body was accused of 
mishandling complaints of sexual 
assault. She said Nassar groped, 
fondled and penetrated her with 
his hands when she was a 15- 
year-old gymnast in Michigan. 

Denhollander’s statements to 
Michigan State University police 
put the criminal investigation in 
high gear in 2016. 

“You have become a man ruled 
by selfish and perverted desires,” 
she told Nassar, who worked at 
the university and USA Gymnas¬ 
tics, the governing body that also 
trains Olympians. 

Nassar, 54, pleaded guilty to 
assaulting seven people in the 
Lansing area, but the sentencing 
hearing has been open to any¬ 
one who said they were a victim. 
His accusers said he would use 
his ungloved hands to penetrate 
them, often without explanation, 
while they were on a table seek¬ 
ing help for various injuries. 


The accusers, many of whom 
were children, said they trusted 
Nassar to care for them properly, 
were in denial about what was 
happening or were afraid to speak 
up. He sometimes used a sheet or 
his body to block the view of any 
parent in the room. 

“I’d been told during my entire 
gymnastics career to not ques¬ 
tion authority,” a former elite 
gymnast, Isabell Hutchins, said 
Tuesday. 

Aquilina has praised the vic¬ 
tims who have appeared in her 
court since Jan. 16, calling them 
“sister survivors,” while also as¬ 
suring them that their perpetra¬ 
tor will pay. The women have 
included Olympians Aly Rais- 
man, Jordyn Wieber and McK- 
ayla Maroney. 

Hutchins and Mattie Larson, a 
former national gymnast, talked 


about how Nassar won their alle¬ 
giance with candy, Olympic trin¬ 
kets and encouraging words while 
they were under constant scru¬ 
tiny from demanding coaches. 

Brooke Hylek, a gymnast who 
plans to compete in college, 
heaped scorn on Nassar. 

“I cannot believe I ever trusted 
you, and I will never forgive you,” 
she said Tuesday. “I’m happy you 
will be spending the rest of your 
life in prison. Enjoy hell by the 
way.” 

Emily Morales had a softer 
message. 

“I want you to apologize to me 
right here,” the 18-year-old told 
Nassar. “I want to forgive you, 
but I also want to hear you tell me 
that you regret all the hurting you 
caused.” 

He did. She replied with, 
“Thank you.” 


MSU under 
scrutiny 
from NCAA 

Associated Press 

LANSING, Mich. —The NCAA 
is examining how Michigan State 
University handled the case of 
sports doctor Larry Nassar, who 
was sentenced to prison for sexu¬ 
ally assaulting Olympic gymnasts 
and other young female athletes. 

Nassar worked at Michigan 
State and USA Gymnastics, which 
trains athletes aspiring to be 
Olympians. Former Spartans are 
among the more than 150 women 
and girls who have spoken over 
the last week at Nassar’s sentenc¬ 
ing. Women’s gymnastics coach 
Kathie Klages resigned last year 
after she was suspended for de¬ 
fending Nassar over the years. 

The NCAA sent a letter of in¬ 
quiry to the school Tuesday “re¬ 
garding potential NCAA rules 
violations related to the assaults 
Larry Nassar perpetrated against 
girls and young women, including 
some student-athletes at Michi¬ 
gan State.” 

“Larry Nassar’s heinous crimes 
of record against more than 150 
victims raise serious concerns 
about institutional practices, 
student-athlete safety and the 
institution’s actions to protect in¬ 
dividuals from this behavior,” the 
NCAA wrote to Michigan State 
athletic director Mark Hollis. 

The NCAA is asking the school 
to send information regarding 
any potential violations related to 
Nassar. 

“To date, Michigan State has 
sent no information to the NCAA 
national office regarding Nassar’s 
actions,” the NCAA’s Oliver Luck, 
executive vice president of regu¬ 
latory affairs, wrote in the letter. 

Hollis, who has been Michi¬ 
gan State’s athletic director since 
2008, responded Wednesday. 

“Since my first day on the job 
as athletic director, my focus has 
always been on the student-ath¬ 
lete,” Hollis said. “They are at 
the core of our athletic depart¬ 
ment mission statement. Our first 
priority has always been and will 
always be their health and safety. 
In regards to the letter we re¬ 
ceived from the NCAA last night, 
the athletic compliance and uni¬ 
versity general counsel offices 
are preparing a comprehensive 
response. Michigan State Uni¬ 
versity will cooperate with any 
investigation.” 

Nassar, 54, pleaded guilty to 
assaulting seven people in the 
Lansing area. He already had 
been sentenced to 60 years in fed¬ 
eral prison for child pornography 
crimes. 


Briefly 

Panthers followed protocol on Newton injury 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The NFL and the 
Players Association announced the Panthers 
correctly followed concussion protocol guide¬ 
lines when handling Cam Newton’s injury 
during a first-round playoff loss to the Saints. 

The league released a statement Wednesday 
saying it reviewed game footage and medical 
reports, as well as statements and interviews 
with Newton and coach Ron Rivera, before 
making its determination that “there was no 
protocol violation.” 

After walking off the field with a sec¬ 
ond-half eye injury, Newton stumbled to the 
ground near the sideline when asked to take 
a knee. 

The league said that stumble was caused by 
a previous knee injury. The NFL said Newton 
had an MRI on Jan. 8 that “confirmed liga¬ 
ment and cartilage damage and very exten¬ 
sive swelling in the knee.” 

Panthers interim general manager Marty 
Hurney said Newton will not need surgery. 


In other NFL news: 

■ The Packers have rehired Joe Philbin 
as offensive coordinator, hoping he can bring 
another Super Bowl championship to Green 
Bay. The team announced the hire Wednes¬ 
day along with Mike Pettine as defensive 
coordinator. 

■ Todd Haley has been hired as Browns 
coach Hue Jackson’s offensive coordinator. 
The 50-year-old Haley spent six seasons guid¬ 
ing Pittsburgh’s high-powered offense but 
was fired following the Steelers’ loss to Jack¬ 
sonville in the playoffs. Jackson has handled 
play-calling duties while going 1-31 in his first 
two seasons with Cleveland. 

Serena to return for Fed Cup 

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y — Serena Williams 
is ready to return to competition for the first 
time in more than a year, a little more than 
five months after giving birth. 

The US. Tennis Association announced 
Tuesday that Williams will represent the 


country in its first-round Fed Cup matches 
against the Netherlands in Asheville, N.C., on 
Feb. 10-11. 

Williams, who became a mother on Sept. 
1, has not played an official match since win¬ 
ning the Australian Open in January 2017 for 
her 23rd Grand Slam singles title, setting a 
record for most in the professional era. She 
later revealed she was pregnant during that 
tournament. 

Joining Williams on US. captain Kathy 
Rinaldi’s roster will be older sister Venus, 
a seven-time mqjor champion. The siblings 
have not played on the Fed Cup team together 
in three years. Serena last played in April 
2015; Venus in February 2016. 

Also on the team that will face the Nether¬ 
lands on an indoor hard court: CoCo Vandewe- 
ghe, a semifinalist at the Australian Open and 
US. Open last year. A fourth member of the 
US. squad will be announced next week. 

The US. won last year’s Fed Cup, the coun¬ 
try’s record 18th title but first since 2000. 
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Commentary 

Time for Clemens, 
Bonds to make Hall 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

Barry Bonds and Roger Clem¬ 
ens will probably have to wait a 
little longer to get their plaques in 
the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

But that day is coming. 

As it should. 

Bonds and Clemens are es¬ 
sentially a package deal — the 
best hitter and pitcher of their 
time, both heavily tainted by the 
Steroids Era even though they 
never tested positive or admitted 
wrongdoing. 

Some Hall of Famers, led by 
former Cincinnati Reds great Joe 
Morgan, have urged media vot¬ 
ers (myself included) not to select 
Bonds, Clemens or anyone else 
with links to that disgraceful pe¬ 
riod in the game’s history. 

That sentiment is understand¬ 
able, but the issues are more 
complex. 

Back in November, Morgan 
sent a letter that laid out three 
parameters for denying entry 
into the Hall: those who failed 
drug tests, acknowledged using 
steroids, or were identified in the 
Mitchell Report investigation into 
baseball’s rampant doping in the 
1990s and early 2000s. 

We can all agree on those first 
two roadblocks. 

Mark McGwire came clean on 
using performance-enhancing 
drugs, so it’s only right he didn’t 
claim a hallowed spot in Cooper- 
stown despite 583 career homers. 
Let’s hope the same fate awaits 
Manny Ramirez, who has Hall of 
Fame credentials but twice tested 
positive for banned substances. 
He’s on the ballot for the second 
time this year, after coming up 
far short (23.8 percent) of the 
necessary 75 percent threshold 
on his first try. 

He will never appear on my 
ballot. 

But Morgan’s third standard 
— having your name turn up in 
the Mitchell Report — is more 
problematic. 

“I recognize there are players 
identified as users on the Mitch¬ 
ell Report who deny they were 
users,” Morgan wrote. “That’s 
why this is a tricky issue. Not 
everything is black and white — 
there are shades of gray here.” 

He went on to say, “It still occurs 
to me that anyone who took body- 
altering chemicals in a deliberate 
effort to cheat the game we love, 
not to mention they cheated cur¬ 
rent and former players, and fans 
too, doesn’t belong in the Hall of 
Fame. By cheating, they put up 
huge numbers, and they made 
great players who didn’t cheat 
look smaller by comparison, tak¬ 
ing away from their achievements 
and consideration for the Hall of 
Fame. That’s not right.” 

While I certainly see merit in 
Morgan’s argument, my views 
on Bonds and Clemens have soft¬ 
ened since I left them off my Hall 
of Fame ballot when they were 
first eligible in 2013. 

First, both players were worthy 


of induction before anyone ques¬ 
tioned what they might be putting 
into their bodies. 

Bonds was a three-time MVP 
and clearly the game’s best play¬ 
er in the pre-BALCO era, a slen¬ 
der outfielder who had that rare 
combination of power and speed. 
Long before his body grew to car- 
toonish proportions, culminating 
with a dubious 73 homers in 2001, 
he had nine straight seasons with 
at least 25 homers and 28 stolen 
bases, becoming one of only four 
members of the 40-40 club (42 
homers, 40 stolen bases) in 1996. 

Clemens’ career follows a simi¬ 
lar arc. He had an MVP award, 
three Cy Young awards and four 
ERA titles before his 30th birth¬ 
day, certainly enough to push him 
into the Cooperstown mix even if 
he didn’t have an eyebrow-rais¬ 
ing career revival in his 30s and 
40s, when he claimed four more 
Cy Youngs but emerged as one of 
the most notorious figures in the 
Mitchell Report. 

Which brings us to the second, 
more important, point. I have 
no idea how many players from 
the Steroids Era were using. 
No one does. Surely there were 
other players, some of whom 
may already be in Cooperstown, 
who at least dabbled in chemi¬ 
cal enhancement. Frankly, they 
would’ve been foolish not to if 
they wanted to keep up. 

This isn’t an endorsement of dop¬ 
ing. It’s a recognition of reality. 

With each year. Bonds and Cle¬ 
mens become less polarizing. 

In their first year of eligibility, 
Clemens was named on 37.6 per¬ 
cent of the ballots, while Bonds 
was picked on 36.2 percent. 
Their support actually dipped the 
next year, but it has been rising 
steadily since then — always in 
tandem — and appears likely to 
take another jump when the next 
group of inductees is revealed 
Wednesday. 

A year ago, Clemens was pen¬ 
ciled in on 239 ballots (54.1 per¬ 
cent), while Bonds appeared on 
238 (53.8 percent). This year, 
their support from publicly re¬ 
vealed ballots was tracking at an 
identical 63.6 percent. 

Given it’s only their sixth year 
on the ballot, leaving four more 
years to get in, it’s clear Bonds 
and Clemens will be making Coo¬ 
perstown speeches at some point. 
Their support will continue to 
grow as the pool of media voters 
gets younger and younger, soften¬ 
ing memories of the Steroids Era 
and weeding out older reporters 
who could never bring them¬ 
selves to check off someone who 
might’ve doped. 

When that day comes, it will 
surely be hotly debated. 

But let’s not forget: Bud Selig, 
the commissioner who presided 
over that shameful era with his 
head stuck in the sand, took his 
place in Cooperstown a year ago. 

It’s time for Bonds and Clem¬ 
ens to join him. 

Paul Newberry is a sports columnist for 
The Associated Press. 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


Chung Hyeon makes a forehand return to Tennys Sandgren during their quarterfinal Wednesday at the 
Australian Open in Melbourne, Australia. Chung won to set up a semifinal match against Roger Federer. 


Federer-Chung semi set 

Defending champ to face young, No. 58-ranked Korean 


By John Pye 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
— Roger Federer beat long-time 
rival Tomas Berdych to set up 
an Australian Open semifinal 
against Hyeon Chung, a champion 
of the so-called Next Generation. 

Defending champion Federer 
extended his winning streak to 
14 in Australian Open quarter¬ 
finals and to nine in a personal 
duel with Berdych that dates to 
the 2004 Olympics. The 19-time 
m^or winner wins that head-to- 
head contest 20-6, including all 
five meetings at Melbourne Park. 

The 36-year-old Swiss star 
overcame a shaky start, dropping 
his opening service game and un¬ 
characteristically challenging the 
chair umpire because of a techno¬ 
logical fault, before winning 7-6 
(1), 6-3,6-4 on Wednesday night. 

“I had to get a bit lucky. A bit 
angry. A bit frustrating maybe at 
the umpire,” Federer said. “Any¬ 
way, glad to get out of that first 
set. It was key to the match.” 

Chung became the first Kore¬ 
an to make a Grand Slam tennis 
semifinal when he beat No. 97- 
ranked Tennys Sandgren 6-4, 7-6 
(5), 6-3 in the afternoon match on 
Rod Laver Arena. 

The 21-year-old Chung hadn’t 
let up when upsetting No. 4 Al¬ 
exander Zverev or six-time Aus¬ 
tralian Open champion Novak 
Djokovic en route to the quar¬ 
terfinals, but he let his guard 
down in the last game and need¬ 
ed six match points and to fend 
off two break points to hold off 
Sandgren. 

“In last game, I think at 40-love 
... if I win one more point, I make 
history in Korea. I have to think 
about the ceremony, something,” 
he said, explaining how he got 


Scoreboard 


Wednesday 

at Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singies 
Quarterfinai 

Hyeon Chung, Republic of Korea, def. 
Tennys Sandgren, US, 6-4, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Tomas Berdych (19), Czech Republic, 7-6 
(1), 6-3, 6-4. 

Women’s Singles 
Quarterfinal 

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Karo¬ 
lina Pllskova (6), Czech Republic, 6-3, 6- 
2 . 

Angellque Kerber (21), Germany, def. 
Madison Keys (17), US, 6-1, 6-2. 

Men’s Doubles 
Quarterfinal 

Oliver Marach, Austria and Mate Pavic 
(7), Croatia, def. Dominic Inglot, Britain 
and Marcus Danieli, New Zealand, 6-4, 6- 
7 (10), 7-6 (5). 

Robert Farah, Colombia and Juan Se¬ 
bastian Cabal (11), Colombia, def. Lley- 
ton Hewitt, Australia and Sam Groth, 
Australia, 6-4, 7-5. 

Women’s Doubles 
Semifinal 

Kristina Mladenovic, France and 
Timea Babos (5), Hungary, def. Shuai 
Peng, China and Su-Wei Hsieh (8), Tai¬ 
wan, 6-4, 6-2. 

Elena Vesnina, Russia and Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, def. Monica Nicules- 
cu, Romania and Irina Begu (10), Roma¬ 
nia, 6-4, 6-3. 


slightly ahead of himself “After 
deuce, break point. I was like, 
no, nothing to do with ceremony. 
But just keep playing — keep 
focused.” 

Then he fully embraced the 
moment, joking in an on-court 
TV interview, introducing the 
audience to his parents and his 
coach, and taking the microphone 
to speak in Korean to millions of 
new tennis fans back home. 

“I think all the people is watch¬ 
ing Australian Open now because 
we make history in Korea,” he 
said. 

The No. 58-ranked Chung is the 
lowest-ranked man to reach the 
Australian Open semifinals since 


Marat Safin in 2004. He’s also the 
youngest to reach the last four at 
a mqjor since Marin Cilic did it 
here in 2010. 

With Chung already through, 
and Kyle Edmund playing No. 
6 Cilic, it’s the first time since 
1999 that multiple unseeded play¬ 
ers have reached the Australian 
Open semifinals. 

Two women who’ve been to this 
stage at a Grand Slam before will 
meet in the last four. One has two 
m^or titles, the other still seeks 
a breakthrough. Top-ranked Si¬ 
mona Halep recovered from an 
early break to win nine straight 
games in a 6-3, 6-2 win over No. 
6 Karolina Pliskova and set up 
a semifinal match against 2016 
champion Angelique Kerber, who 
routed US. Open finalist Madi¬ 
son Keys 6-1, 6-2. 

Kerber has been the only Grand 
Slam singles champion in the 
women’s draw since her third- 
round win over Maria Sharapova. 
Two-time French Open final¬ 
ist Halep has had a tougher road 
— having to save match points in 
a third-round win over Lauren 
Davis that finished 15-13 in the 
third — to reach the semifinals at 
Melbourne Park for the first time. 

Sandgren’s unexpected surge to 
the quarterfinals — he beat 2014 
champion Stan Wawrinka and No. 
5 Dominic Thiem en route to the 
quarterfinals — was overshad¬ 
owed by heavy scrutiny of his 
Twitter account and his follows 
and retweets of far-right activists. 

Kerber has had no serious dis¬ 
tractions on a 14-match winning 
streak, and is hoping to emulate 
her breakout year in 2016. 

She won the Australian and 
US. Open titles two years ago 
and reached the No. 1 ranking, 
but slipped into the 20s last year. 
She didn’t win a title between the 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/SUPER BOWL III _ 

Mayfield, Allen scrutinized at Senior Bowl 


Above: North team quarterback Baker Mayfield of Oklahoma throws a pass Tuesday 
during practice for Saturday's Senior Bowl in Mobiie, Ala. Left: Wyoming quarterback 
Josh Allen is aiso on the North team and is expected to be a first-round draft pick. 


By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

MOBILE, Ala. — Baker Mayfield and 
Josh Allen are getting plenty of looks from 
the pros this week. 

Mayfield, college football’s top player, 
and Allen, a potential No. 1 overall draft 
pick, are competing at the Senior Bowl’s 
North practices in front of NFL coaches, 
scouts and executives. 

“Hopefully we can come out and com¬ 
pete and push each other these next four or 
five days,” Allen, a Wyoming quarterback, 
said before Tuesday’s first practice. 

They hadn’t actually met before that af¬ 
ternoon since Mayfield was a late arrival. 
He had flown home to Austin, Texas, to be 
with his mother, who he said is “not doing 
too great.” 

Scheduled to arrive Sunday, the Oklaho¬ 
ma Heisman Trophy winner got to Mobile 
about two hours before the start of prac¬ 
tice, missing media day and the official 
weigh-in. The playbook was emailed to the 
Heisman Trophy winner so he could study 
it before arriving. 

Mayfield knows he’ll have to answer 
questions from NFL teams about behavior 
during a college career that left Oklahoma 
coach Lincoln Riley calling him one of the 
best collegiate quarterbacks ever. 

He said the most important thing this 
week is to show “the type of guy I am.” 

“Everybody wants to portray the bad boy, 
the Johnny Manziel stuff,” Mayfield said. 
“But I love the game of football, there’s no 
doubt about that. I’m an emotional player. 
I’ll do whatever it takes to win. I love being 
around my teammates and I love leading 
them, having the responsibility.” 

Decorated on the field, Mayfield did 
have some non-playing issues. 

He reached a plea deal after an arrest on 
public intoxication charges during the last 
offseason. Mayfield also drew criticism for 
planting a flag on the field after a victory 
over Ohio State and making an obscene 
gesture during a victory at Kansas. 

Senior Bowl executive director Phil Sav¬ 
age said NFL teams wanted to see him do 
things like work out of a huddle and go 
under center. 



“And then off the field for Baker, we all 
have a perception of what he’s like through 
the media in this past year so now he gets a 
chance to address and really tackle who he 
is as a person, what he represents, how he 
will fit into a locker room,” said Savage, a 
former NFL general manager. 

As for Allen, Savage said, “everyone 
knows he’s got the arm talent. They want 
to see the accuracy on the field and then 
get to know him better off the field.” 

Allen is widely considered one of the 
candidates for No. 1 overall pick, along 
with other quarterbacks such as USC’s 
Sam Darnold and UCLA’s Josh Rosen. He 
has the measurables, coming in at a shade 
under 6-foot-5 and 237 pounds at Tuesday’s 
weigh-in. 

Allen opted to return for the 2017 sea¬ 
son partly with the advice of Philadelphia 
Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz, who 


played in the same offense under current 
Wyoming coach Craig Bohl at North Da¬ 
kota State before also competing in the Se¬ 
nior Bowl. 

Wentz’s counsel was that “you’re step¬ 
ping into a locker room with 30-year-old 
guys and if you’re not mentally ready, it’s 
just going to eat you alive.” 

Allen decided he wasn’t ready but feels 
he is now as a fourth-year junior. He said 
he wanted to graduate early in part so he’d 
be eligible for the Senior Bowl, knowing 
that NFL types would value seeing him 
compete against more elite competition. 

Allen’s numbers dipped as a fourth-year 
junior after many of Wyoming’s other of¬ 
fensive playmakers left. He completed 
a modest 56.3 percent of his passes for 
1,812 yards and 16 touchdowns with six 
interceptions. 

“There’s a lot of skepticism about what 


type of player I am and where I come from 
at the University of Wyoming,” Allen said. 
“Getting out here, playing with the best of 
the best and showing that I can make all 
the throws and understand offenses in the 
NFL. That’s the main reason I’m here.” 

Allen is promising enough that Denver 
Broncos executive and Hall of Famer John 
Elway took in his bowl game, a big deal 
even for a guy who’s drawn so much inter¬ 
est from NFL teams. The Broncos coach¬ 
ing staff is leading the North team this 
week. 

“You kind of try to not treat it as a dis¬ 
traction,” Allen said. “When you look over 
and see a guy like John Elway on the side¬ 
line, it’s hard not to get excited.” 

Likewise, the Broncos requested that 
Mayfield be on the North team. 

“If John Elway asks you to be on his 
team, you don’t say no,” he said. 



Team: Blount turned in only one 
100-yard performance this year 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Blount didn’t even get a carry in a loss 
at Kansas City in Week 2. Then he ran for 
a season-high 136 yards two weeks later 
at the Chargers. It was the only 100-yard 
rushing performance by Philadelphia this 
season. 

Blount, who led the NFL with 18 rushing 
touchdowns with New England last year, 
led the Eagles with 766 yards rushing but 
his touches decreased after Ajayi was ac¬ 
quired from Miami. 

“You can’t be selfish when everybody 
has one common goal,” Blount said. “You 
have to make sacrifices for the betterment 
of the team. We’ve done that and it’s gotten 
us this far.” 

Ajayi came to Philadelphia with a repu¬ 
tation for selfishness, but it hasn’t been an 
issue. He kneeled on the turf and sobbed 
after the Eagles beat Minnesota in the 
NFC championship game. 

“It’s a special feeling to not be done and 
to still have our goal of winning a Super 
Bowl right there in front of us,” he said. 


Jeffery was the go-to man in Chicago be¬ 
fore joining the Eagles. He didn’t have one 
100-yard game, but led the team with nine 
TD catches. 

“We’re not looking at numbers, just 
going out there and playing,” Jeffery said. 
“No matter who’s out there having a great 
game, or whoever the ball’s going to, as 
long as we’re doing our job and just catch¬ 
ing and working and getting those wins, 
that’s all that matters.” 

There were no “throw me the damn ball” 
moments in Philadelphia’s locker room. 

“I didn’t have to sell it too much,” Ped¬ 
erson said. “These guys are unselfish 
players. They are team players. I think 
any time that you factor in the wins, and 
they’re contributing to the wins, it sort of 
minimizes or sort of takes away the (idea) 
that, ‘I’ve got to have 1,000 yards; I’ve got 
to have 10 touchdowns; I’ve got to rush for 
this many yards and have this many touch¬ 
downs.’ I think it minimizes that a little bit, 
because the team is doing well and the suc¬ 
cess of the offense.” 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Eagles running back LeGarrette Blount scores a touchdown during the first half of the 
NFC championship game against the Minnesota Vikings on Sunday in Philadelphia. 
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All about team 


Eagles trade personal stats for wins 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA 
inning is an easy sell. 

The Philadelphia Eagles are the first 
team since the 1990 New York Giants 
to reach a Super Bowl without a player 
totaling 1,000 scrimmage yards, though running 
backs Jay Ajayi and LeGarrette Blount and wide re¬ 
ceivers Alshon Jeffery and Torrey Smith have done 
so in the past. 

That group plus Pro Bowl tight end Zach Ertz, wide 
receiver Nelson Agholor and others have bought into 
a team-first, unselfish concept. They’re not check¬ 


ing their stats after games. The only number they 
cared about all season was the win column. 

One more against New England in the Super Bowl 
brings home the team’s first NFL title since 1960. 

“I think this group of guys is as good as you could 
ask to be around,” offensive coordinator Frank Reich 
said. “Really, the character and the work ethic, the 
camaraderie, just the commitment to the process 
that Coach (Doug Pederson) and our staff is always 
talking about. There’s a complete buy-in. 

“It really helps that we’ve had the success and the 
execution. It’s always easier to buy in when you’re 
having the success that we’ve had.” 

SEE TEAM ON PAGE 31 




Matt Rourke/AP 


Running back Jay Ajayi reacts after the Eagles beat the Vikings 
38-7 to earn a berth in Super Bowl Lll. Ajayi joined the Eagles in 
midseason after being traded by the Miami Dolphins. 


Doctor sentenced to at least 40 years |||||||||||||||||||| 11|||||||| 

Gymnastics, Page29 Ho27eSAM631 49^1 


Federer, Chung advance to semifinals 
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